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ABSTRACT \
T h is  s tu d y  in v e s t i g a t e s  a  p rob lem  i n  th e  a r e a  o f  m a r i ta l  r e l a t i o n s ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  " m a r i ta l  r a p e "  o r  " se x u a l a s s a u l t "  in  m a rr ia g e . The te rm s  , -  
" m a r i ta l  r a p e ,"  o r  " se x u a l a s s a u l t "  i n  m arria g e  and th e  n e u t r a l  te rm  
" fb rc e d  se x "  w i l l  be u se d  synonymously th ro u g h o u t t h i s  s tu d y . The i n t e n t  
o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  e x p lo re  w hether .o r-no t^  men and women acknowledge 
" m a r i ta l  r a p e "  o r  " se x u a l a s s a u l t ” in  m a rr ia g e , and how men and women 
d e f in e  " se x u a l a s s a u l t "  i n  m arriag e  o r  " m a r i ta l  r a p e ; "  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
w h ether o r  n o t th e y  have d i f f e r e n t i a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  th e  p rob lem , and 
w h e th er o r  n o t rpcn and women i n  a norm al r e la t io n s h ig ^ e x p e r ie n c e  " se x u a l 
a s s a u l t "  in  m arria g e  o r  " m a r i ta l  r a p e ,"  and how th e y  d e f in e  th e s e
e x p e r ie n c e s . ' The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w ere ta k e n  from in te rv ie w s  w ith
*
25 C anadian c o u p le s . The s o c io lo g ic a l  e x p la n a t io n s  o f  " m a r ita l  r a p e "  o r  
" se x u a l  a s s a u l t "  i n  m a rr ia g e  a re  r e l a t e d  t o  two s o c io lo g ic a l  t h e o r i e s ,  
w ith  an  em phasis on. s ic o n  Ca v a r i a n t  o f  sym bolic  in te r a c t io n is m  and 
c o n f l i c t  th e o ry ) I  A{ rev iew  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  d i s c u s s e s :  s tu d ie s  on w ife
b a t t e r i n g ;  sti*anger rape*; a n e c d o ta l  acco u n ts  o f  women’s  e x p e r ie n c e s  and 
p e r c e p t io n s - o f  " m a r i ta l  r a p e ; "  and a t t i tu d e s - c o n c e r n in g  " m a r i ta l  r a p e ."  * 
F in d in g s  su g g e s t t h a t  men and women do have d i f f e r e n t i a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  
" se x u a l a s s a u l t "  i n  m arria g e  o r  " m a r ita l  r a p e . "  Women and men p e rc e iv e  
th e  o c c u rre n ce  o f  " se x u a l a s s a u l t "  in  m arriag e  o r  " m a r i ta l  ra p e "  in  ways 
t h a t  do no t t h r e a t e n  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip .  F u rth e rm o re , men and women te n d  
to  d e f in e  w h a tev er fo rc e d  sex  that* occu rs  a s  u n s e r io u s .  To d a te  th e  
av a ilaS le ~ ~ l^ te ra tu jre  on "m arix^ i''rape^"~ focuses p r im a r i ly  on women's 
p e rc e p tio n s  o f  th e  ^problem , th u s  ignorihg~^ten is- p e rc e p t io n s ,  e x p e r ie n c e s , 
and d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  " m a r i ta l  ra p e "  o r  " se x u a l a s s a u l t " ‘in  m a rr ia g e . An
* i i
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
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A fem ale  s la v e  h as  ( in  C h r i s t i a n  c o u n tr ie s )  an  a d m itte d  
r i g h t ,  and i s  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r mora'l o b l ig a t io n  to  r e fu s e  
t o  h e r  m a s te r  th e  l a s t  f a m i l i a r i t y .  Not so  th e  w ife :
, how ever b r u ta l  a t y r a n t  she may u n fo r tu n a 'te ly  be ch a in ed
to - - th o u g h  she may know he h a te s  h e r ,  though i t  may be h i s  
d a i ly  p le a s u re  t o  t o r t u r e  h e r ,  and a lth o u g h  she may f e e l  
i t / im p o s s ib l e  no t to  lo a th e  h im --h e  can  c la im  from  h e r  and 
e n fo rc e  th e  lo w e s t d e g ra d a tio n  o f  a human b e in g , t h a t  o f  
b e in g  made an  in s tru m e n t o f  an  an im al fu n c t io n  c o n tr a ry  to  
/  h e r  i n c l in a t io n s  (M ill , 1966).
A lthough th e  phenomena o f  m a r t ia l  r a p e /s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  i n  m arriag e
* # ’
has o n ly  r e c e n t ly  s u rfa c e d  as  a  to p ic  o f  i n t e r e s t  .among s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  
(F in k e lh o r  & Y llo , 1 9 8 2 ; 'G e lle s , 1979; H unt, 1979; J e f f o r d s ,  1984;
S h ie ld s  5 Hanneke, 1982)) and th e  l i t t l e  t h a t  i s  known ab o u t m a r i ta l  
r a p e /s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  in  m arriag e  has  been  g lean ed  i n d i r e c t l y  from s tu d ie s  
fo c u s in g  on e i t h e r  w ife  b a t t e r i n g  o r  s t r a n g e r  ra p e , th r e e  f a c to r s  gave 
im petus to  t h i s  s tu d y . The f i r s t  f a c t o r  c o n s id e re d  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  
p o s i t i o n  o f  a m arrie d  woman's le g a l  r i g h t s .  H i s to r i c a l l y ,  th e  p o s i t i o n  
o f  a  m arrie d  woman marked h e r  as h e r* h u sb a n d 's  c h a t t e l .  B lack sto n e  (1941) 
d e s c r ib e d  th e  le g a l  s t a t u s  o f  th e  m arrie d  woman a s :  "By m arriag e  th e
husband and th e  w ife  a re  one p e rso n  in  law: t h a t  i s ,  th e  v e ry  b e in g  o r
• l e g a l  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  woman i s  suspended  d u r in g  m arriag e  o r  a t  l e a s t  
in c o rp o ra te d  in to  t h a t  o f  h e r  husband; u n d e r whose w ing, p r o te c t i o n - a n d ' 
c o v e r , she p e rfo rm s  e v e ry th in g  and i s  th o r e f o r e  c a l l e d  by F rench  law a  
fem m e-covert . . .  u n d e r th e  p r o te c t io n  and in f lu e n c e  o f  h e r  husband, h e r
1
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baron  o r  lo rd ;  and h e r  c o n d it io n  d u r in g  h e r  m arriag e  i s  c a l l e d  h e r  
c o u v e r tu re ” (p . 1S'9).
C lark  and Lewis (1977) c i t e  from i t s  b e g in n in g s  in  A ncien t G reece , 
w e s te rn  and p o l i t i c a l  th e o ry  r e s te d  on two main a ssu m p tio n s . The f i r s t  
i s  th e  a ssum ption  t h a t  in d iv id u a ls  have a  r i g h t  to  own p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty  
and t h a t  i n e q u a l i t y  i s  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  such p ro p e r ty  and can  be 
t r a c e d  t o  n a tu r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een men. The second i s  th e  assum ptibn  
th a t  men a re  n a tu r a l l y  s u p e r io r  to  women and- t h a t  t h i s  in e q u a l i ty  can  be'
t r a c e d  to  n a tu r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een th e  se x e s  (p . 112). __■ -
C la rk  and Lewis m a in ta in  th e  law r e f l e c t e d  th e s e  two a ssu m p tio n s , 
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  them w ith in  th e  s o c i a l ,  le g a l  and econom ic s t r u c t u r e .  
The le g a l  system  con firm ed , su p p o rte d , and p e rp e tu a te d  unequal ^
t
9
■ re la tio n sh ip s  betw een in d iv id u a l  men, and betw een s e x e s . Women sim p ly  .
♦ ,  ^
were n o t c o n s id e re d  to  be ”p e rs o n s ” u n d er th e  law . They co u ld  n o t own
p r o p e r ty ;  th e y  were d e n ie d  a c c e s s  to  th e  p ro d u c tiv e  la b o u r  m arke t; and
w ith in  m arria g e  th e y  and t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  were th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  t h e i r
\ -- 
husbands. T h e ir  econom ic s t a tu s  was d e te rm in e d  by t h a t  o f  t h e i r  f a th e r
o r  husband, and t h e i r  un ique  s t a t u s  a s  women w ith in  t h i s  system  was
de te rm ined  by t h e i r  se x u a l and re p ro d u c tiv e  c a p a c i t i e s  (pp . 11 2 -1 1 5 )v
The l e g a l  p r in c i p le  t h a t  a man c a n n o t, a s  a m a tte r  o f  law , rape, h i s
w ife  f i r s t  appeared  in  w r i t t e n  E n g lish  law in  th e  1600s. A uthored by
Lord Matthew H ale , th e  concep t was s t a t e d  a s  fo llo w s : "b u t th e  husband
‘ canno t be g u i l t y  o f  ra p e  com m itted by h im s e lf  upon h i s  la w fu l* w ife , f o r
t h e i r  m utual m a tr im o n ia l c o n sen t and c o n ta c t ,  th e  w ife  h a th  g iv en  h e r s e l f
i n  t h i s  k in d  u n to  h e r  husband , w hich she canno t r e t r a c t "  (Comment, 1978,
p .  2 6 2 ).
S h o r te r  (1975) c i t e s  th e  s e t  o f  le g a l  r i g h t s  and d u t ie s  a r t i c u l a t i n g
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
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^  th e  s t r u c tu r e  o f  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  betw een s e x e s , d e s ig n e d ^ to  en  %  't h e  male
”heads o f  h o u s e h o ld ,” e x c lu s iv e  se x u a l a c c e s s  to  th e  women th e y  m arrie d  
and e x c lu s iv e  r i g h t s  to  th e  c h i ld r e n  th e y  produced  amounted t o  a s e t  o f  
le g a l  r e l a t i o n s  which gave th e  husbands p ro p e r ty  r i g h t s  i n  th e  w ife  and 
c h i ld r e n  (C la rk  5 Lewis, 1977, p .  1 1 4 ).
Over t im e , th e  le g a l  m eaning o f  m arriag e  in  Canada had changed 
d r a m a t ic a l ly .  Much o f  t h i s  change o c c u rre d  i n  th e  l a t e  1970s and e a r ly  
1980s, s t a r t i n g  w ith  O n ta r io ’s Fam ily Reform Act o f  1978 (A tcheson , 
E m erts, Symes § S to d d a r t ,  1984; D avid , 1982; E ic h le r ,  1985).
U n ti l  t h a t  tim e (as  p r e v io u s ly  d is c u s s e d ) ,  in  g e n e ra l  w ives were
c o n s id e re d  th e  econom ic and s o c ia l  d ep en d en ts  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s / f a th e r s ,
who in  tu r n  w e r e 'e n t i t l e d  to  s e rv ic e s  from t h e i r  w iv e s . The l e g a l  r i g h t s
o f  w ives w ere , u n t i l  r e c e n t ly ,  r e s t r i c t e d  by t h e i r  m a r i ta l  s t a t u s .  For
»
in s ta n c e ,  th e  d o m ic ile  o f  a  m arrie d  woman was a u to m a tic a l ly  w ith  h e r  
husband, a lth o u g h  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  d iv o rc e  she co u ld  e s t a b l i s h  h e r  own 
* d o m ic ile  s in c e  th e  p a ssa g e  o f  th e  f e d e r a l  D ivorce Act o f  1968 (A tcheson , 
E m erts, Syme 8 S to d d a r t ,  1984, p p . 26-27; E ic h le r ,  1985, p .  1 7 4 ).
W hile most o f  th e  le g a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  o f  m arrie d  women w ith  r e s p e c t  
to  c i v i l  r i g h t s  werd removed in  th e  c o u rse  o f  t im e , m arriag e  rem ained  in  
p r in c ip le  an u n equal p a r tn e r s h ip  betw een husband and w ife . For in s ta n c e ,  
th e  O n ta rio  Fam ily  Law Reform Act o f  1978 s t a t e s  i n - i t s  p ream ble t h a t  " i t  
i s  n e c e s sa ry  t o  re c o g n iz e  th e  e q u a l p o s i t i o n  o f  spouses  a s  in d iv id u a ls  
w ith in  m a rr ia g e  and t o  re c o g n iz e  m arria g e  a s  a form  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p ."  
C on seq u en tly , th e  a c t  p ro v id e s  in  s e c t io n  65: "F or a l l  p u rp o se s  o f  th e
law in  O n ta r io ,  a  m a rr ie d  man has a  l e g a l  p e r s o n a l i ty  t h a t  i s  in d e p e n d e n t, 
s e p a ra te  and d i s t i n c t  from t h a t  o f  h i s  w ife  and a m arried  woman h a s  a 
le g a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  i s  in d e p e n d e n t, s e p a r a te  and. d i s t i n c t  from  t h a t  o f
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• ' h e r  husband" (D avid , 1982, p p . 1 -3 ; E ic h le r ,  1983, p .  2 7 5 ).
O cher changes in  th e  law in c lu d e d  amending th e  c r im in a l  code, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  th e  c rim e o f  r a p e .  B efore  th e  new se x u a l a s s a u l t  law , th e  
crim e o f  rap e  c o u ld  n o t o c c u r betw een sp o u se s . A man cou ld  n o t be ra p e d .
A woman cou ld  n o t commit r a p e .  T h is  r e f l e c t e d  o ld  view s abou t th e  r o le  
o£wom en, and th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  men. In  Canada, f o r  exam ple, no husband / 
w ife  h a s  e v e r  been c h a rg e d , much l e s s  c o n v ic te d , f o r  ra p in g  h i s  w i f e /h e r  
husband w h ile  l i v i n g  to g e th e r ;  because  u n t i l  1982 s e c t io n  145 o f  th e  
C rim in a l Code d e f in e d  ra p e  a s  th e  f o r c i b l e ,  f r a u d u le n t  o r  o th e rw ise  
c o e rc iv e  s e x u a l in te r c o u r s e  com m itted by a  male upon a  fem ale  who i s  n o t 
h i s  w ife  (M a r t in 's  C rim in a l Code, 1982, P a r t -4, S e c tio n  1 4 3 ). However, 
on Ja n u a ry  4 , 1983 th e  new c r im in a l  law ab o u t a s s a u l t  and se x u a l o f fe n c e s  
came in to  f o r c e .  The new law u p d a te s  th e  c r im in a l  law . I t  c o d i f i e s  
p r in c i p l e s  a c c e p te d  in  modern s o c ie ty :  A ll p e rs o n s  have r i g h t s  to  c o n t r o l
t h e i r  own b o d ie s .  Men and women have a r i g h t  to  eq u a l t r e a tm e n t .  Sexual 
o f fe n c e s  a re  a s s a u l t s  and shou ld  be t r e a t e d  a s  any o th e r  c rim e . V ic tim s 
o f  se x u a l o f fe n s e s  sh o u ld  no t be h a r r a s s e d  in  c o u r t  (M a r tin ’s Annual 
C rim in a l Code, 1983, P a r t  6, S e c tio n s  2 4 6 -2 4 6 .2 ) . The new law a b o lis h e s  
th e  o ld  o f fe n s e s  o f  r a p e , a tte m p te d  ra p e , in d e c e n t  a s s a u l t  fem ale , 
in d e c e n t a s s a u l t  m ale . The new o ffe n s e  o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t  r e p la c e s  t h e s e .
The new law does n o t s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f in e  th e  te rm  se x u a l a s s a u l t .
I t  i s ,  how ever, any foa?m o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t  in v o lv in g  some form o f  s e x u a l 
a c t i v i t y .  K is s in g , fo n d lin g , o r  se x u a l in te r c o u r s e  w ith  a n o th e r  w ith o u t 
h i s  o r  h e r  c o n se n t i s  s e x u a l a s s a u l t .  The ju d g e  o r  j u r y  d e c id e s  w h e th e r, 
in  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  th e r e  was a se x u a l a s s a u l t  (M a r t in 's  Annual 
C rim in a l Code, 1983, P a r t  6 , S e c tio n s  2 4 6 -2 4 6 .2 ) .
The second  f a c t o r  was th e  R ideout t r i a l .  On D ecem ber'19, 197S John
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R ideout became th e  f i r s t  man in  th e ,U n ite d  S ta te s  s t i l l  l i v in g  w ith  h i s  
w ife  t o  be t r i e d  f o r  m a r i ta l  r a p e .  However, he was a c q u i t te d  d e s p i te  a  
d o c to r ’s te s tim o n y  t h a t  John R ideout had fo rc e d  se x u a l in te r c o u r s e  upon- 
G re ta  R ideout ( G r i f f in ,  1980, p p . 2 1 -2 2 ).
. S ince  th e  R ideout c a se  new law s o r  c o u r t  d e c is io n s  have made m a r i ta l  
ra p e  a  c r im in a l  o f fe n s e  in  18 a d d i t io n a l  s t a t e s  and th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  
C olum bia- F i f te e n  more s t a t e s  a re  c o n s id e r in g  s im i la r  s t a t u t e s  to  
p ro v id e  a woman le g a l  r e c o u rs e  3 g a in s t  h e r  husband i f  he h as  had se x u a l 
r e l a t i o n s  w ith o u t h e r  c w ise n t (N a tio n a l C lea rin g h o u se  on M a rita l  Rape, 
1984 ). A lso , 19 Am erican men have s in c e  been  c o n v ic te d  o f  r a p i n g - th e i r  
w ives in  11 o f  th e  18 s t a t e s .  The s e n te n c e s  f o r  th e s e  men ranged  from ’ 
th re e  y e a r s  p ro b a t io n  to  16 y e a rs  in  j a i l  (B a irn e , 1982, p .  176).
F in a l ly ,  th e  t h i r d  f a c t o r  was R u s s e l l 's  (iyS 2) s tu d y  o f  women’s
p e rc e p tio n s  and e x p e rie n c e  o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e .  R u s s e ll  (1982) concluded
%
- th a t  a t  l e a s t  one woman ou t o f  e v e ry  seven  who h as  been  m arried  h as  been 
rap ed  by a husband a t  l e a s t  once, and som etim es many tim e s  o v e r  many 
y e a r s .
Given th e s e  f a c to r s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  th e  f a c t  th a t  no husb an d /w ife  in  
Canada has e v e r  been c h a rg e d , much l e s s  c o n v ic ted  f o r  ra p in g  h i s  w if e /h e r  
husband w h ile  l iv in g  to g e th e r ,  and t h a t  to  d a te  no C anadian r e s e a rc h  has  
e x p lo re d  th e  phenomena o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e /s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e , th e  
p u rpose  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was to  e x p lo re  w hether o r  n o t C anadian m ales and 
fem ales  acknow ledge th e  o c c u rre n ce  o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e .
T h is  s tu d y  c o n s is te d  o f  25 Canadian c o u p le s  who w ere e i t h e r  m arried  
o r  l iv in g  to g e th e r  a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  in te r v ie w s .  Common-law 
r e l a t i o n s h ip s  were in c lu d e d  because  t e c h n ic a l ly  C anadian law re c o g n iz e s  
t h i s  form o f  r e l a t i o n s h ip  a s  a  m a rr ia g e . The m ethodology c o n s is te d  o f
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s t r u c tu r e d - f o c u s e d  in te rv ie w s , and each  coup le  was in te rv ie w e d  
s e p a r a te ly ,  th e  r a t i o n a l e  b e in g  to  a llo w  each  in d iv id u a l  th e  freedom  to  
e x p re s s  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l  b e l i e f s  and o p in io n s  and p o s s ib le  m a r i ta l  ra p e  
e x p e r ie n c e s . The t h e o r e t i c a l  fram es in c lu d e d  c o n f l i c t  th e o ry , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  Marx and E n g e ls ’ th e o ry  o f  th e  co m m o d itiza tio n  o f  p r iv a t e  
p ro p e r ty  and th e  s y m b o l ic - in te r a c t io n i s t  th e o r y .  Sym bolic i n t e r a c t i o n i s t  
th e o ry  assum es t h a t  b e h a v io r  i s  s e l f - d i r e c t e d  and o b se rv a b le  a t  two 
d i s t i n c t  l e v e l s —f i r s t ,  th e  sym bolic  ( in  t h i s  c a se  th e  sym bo lic  r e f d r s  to -, 
th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m a r r ia g e ) , and th e  second th e  i n t e r a c t io n  (o r  b e h a v io r)  
(Manis 5 M e ltz e r ,  1978, p .  5 9 ) . The i n t e r a c t io n  r e f e r s  to  male and 
fem ale s e x u a l i n t e r a c t i o n .  A ccord ing  to  s y m b o l i c - in t e r a c t io n i s t s ,  
d e f i n i t i o n s  a llo w  in d iv id u a ls  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  en v iro n m en t, and p ro v id e  
th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  and e v a lu a t io n s  t h a t  len d  m eaning t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n  
( m a r i ta l  rap e  s i t u a t i o n ) .
C o n f l ic t  th e o ry  and sym bolic  in te r a c t io n is m  were a l s o  u sed  t o  deve lop  
a s y n th e t ic  th e o ry  approach  (SICON). The s y n th e t ic  th e o ry  SICON i s  a 
com posite  o f  c o n c e p ts  d e r iv e d  from sym bolic  in te r a c t io n is m  and c o n f l i c t  x 
th e o ry .  T h is  app roach  was u sed  to  d ev e lo p  a more s p e c i f i c  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
o f  th e  m a r i ta l  rap e  phenomena and p ro v id e d  th e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  th e  g u id in g  
h y p o th ese s  in  t h i s  s tu d y .
Summary
H i s to r i c a l l y  when a woman s a id ,  " I  do"  she gave up th e  r i g h t  to  say  
" I  won’t "  ( G r i f f i n ,  1980). Today, i n  p r in c ip le ,  C anadian law re c o g n iz e s  
se x u a l a s s a u l t  can  o ccu r betw een sp o u ses , b u t  in  Canada, a s  o f  y e t ,  th e  
new s e x u a l a s s a u l t  law h as  n o t been c h a lle n g e d . C o n seq u en tly , t h i s  
r a i s e s  a  fundam en ta l q u e s tio n :  Does m a r i ta l  r a p e /s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  in
m arria g e  e x i s t  to d a y , o r  does th e  id e o lo g y  o f  "women a s  men’s  c h a t t e l "
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dominate'society’s attitudes, behavior, norms, values and b e lie fs ,  
thereby denying women the opportunity to perceive their own victimization?
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CHAPTER.II 
\
REVIEW- OF. THE LITERATURE
A v a ila b le  l i t e r a t u r e  on m a r i ta l  ra p e  i s  f r a u g h t  w ith  m eth o d o lo g ic a l 
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  F in k e lh o r  and Y llo  (1983) c i t e  a  p rob lem  when in v e s t ig a t in g  
t h i s  form o f  a b u se , w hich i s  what c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  to  u s e .  Some have 
a rgued  th a t  th e  p rob lem  i s  b e s t  u n d e rs to o d  in  term s' o f  w i f e - b a t t e r in g  
l i t e r a t u r e  ( F ie ld s ,  1979; F in k e lh o r  5 Y llo , 1983; G r i f f i n ,  1980; S h ie ld s  5 
Hanneke, 1983; S k e p to r , 1980;' S t ra u s ,  G e lle s  5 S te in m e t t ,  1980; W alker, 
1979); o th e r s  a rg u e  m a r i ta l  rape  i s  b e s t  u n d e rs to o d  in  term s o f  s t r a n g e r  
ra p e  (Amir, 1971; B a r t ,  1978; Burgess § H olraerstrom , 1974; G e l le s ,  1979; 
S u th e rla n d  8 S c h e r l ,  1970). The fo llo w in g  s e c t io n ,  th u s  b r i e f l y  
overv iew s th e  l i t e r a t u r e  from  fo u r  p e r s p e c t iv e s .  These a r e :  (1) w ife -
b a t t e r i n g ;  (2) s t r a n g e r  r a p e ;  (3) a n e c d o ta l  a c c o u n ts  o f  women's • ■ 
e x p e r ie n c e s  and p e rc e p t io n s  o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e ;  and (4) a t t i t u d e s  abou t 
m a r i ta l  ra p e .
1 . W if e -b a t te r in g
Of th e  e s t im a te d  two m il l io n  b a t t e r e d  women i n  th e  U n ited  S t a te s ,  
a t  l e a s t  o n e - f i f t h  a re  fo rc e d  t o  have sex  w ith  t h e i r  husbands a s  p a r t  o f  
t h e i r  b e a t in g .  I f  rap e  by in t i m i d a t i o n - - t h r e a t  o f  v io le n c e  i s  in c lu d e d ^ -  
th e  number o f  women rap e d  by t h e i r  husbands may a c tu a l ly  be as  h ig h  as 
two m il l io n  a c c o rd in g  to  F ie ld s  (1979), and o th e r  d om estic  v io le n c e  
e x p e r ts  ( G r i f f i n ,  1980, p .  5 7 ) . S tra u s  (1980) and o th e r s ,  have found t h a t  
16% o f  a l l  Am erican c o u p le s  a d m itte d  t o  a  v io le n t  e p iso d e  (punched,
8
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k ic jie tty ^ o ea ten  o r  th re a te n e d  w ith  a k n ife  o r  gun) d u r in g  th e  co u rse  o f
t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The m o s t^ v io l^ B tr - to t^ le ^ in  t h i s  sample r e p o r te d
u n u s u a lly  h ig h  le v e l s  o f  c o n f l i c t  abou t se x , w hich in d ic a te  t h a t  fo rc e d♦ ‘ %
sex  i s  an i n te g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h ip  in  a b u s iv e  m arria g e s
( S tr a u s ,  G e lle s  5 S te irtm e tz , 1980, p .  4 0 ) .
\
Testim ony from b a t t e r e d  women co n firm s t h e i r  h ig h  v u ln e r a b i l i t y  t o  
m a r i ta l  r a p e .  S p e k to r (1980) su rveyed  304 b a t t e r e d  w o m e n ^ itT lo ^ sh e Ite rs  
i n  th e  s t a t e  o f  M inneso ta  and found 39% s a id  t h a t  th e y  had been raped  by a.
t h e i r  husbands o r  c o h a b i ta t in g  p a r t n e r .  G iles-S im s (1979) found a
s im i l a r  p r o p o r t io n  o f  women in  s h e l t e r s  r e p o r t in g  a  fo rc e d  sex  e x p e r ie n c e ,
and Pagelow (1980) r e p o r te d  a  f ig u r e  o f  37% b ased  on a  sample o f  119
women in  C a l-r fb rn ia .
The fo llo w in g  case  s tu d y  i s  an  example o f  a  b a t t e r i n g  ra p e :
t
The in te rv ie w e e  was a  2 4 -y e a r -o ld  woman from  an a f f l u e n t  background .
Her husband was a  b ig  man, o v e r  s ix  f e e t  t a l l ,  compared t o  h e r  f iv e  fo o t
two in c h e s .  He drank  h e a v i ly  and o f te n  a tta c k e d  h e r  p h y s ic a l ly .  The
most f re q u e n t  b e a tin g s  o c c u rre d  a t  n ig h t  a f t e r  th e y  had had a ' f ig h t  and
she had  gone to  bed . She would awaken to  f in d  him  p h y s ic a l ly  abusing
“h e r .  Such a t t a c k s  o c c u rre d  e v e ry  coup le  o f  w eeks. A f te r  one in c id e n t ,
a
h e r  fa c e  was so  b ru is e d  t h a t  she c o u ld  no t a t te n d  c l a s s  fo r^aT "fu ll week.
T h e ir  se x u a l a c t i v i t i e s  a l s o  had v io le n t  a s p e c t s .  A lthough th e y  
sh a re d  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  sex  and had no d isa g re e m e n ts  abou t i t s  t im in g  
o r  f re q u e n c y , she o f te n  f e l t  t h a t  he was b r u ta l  in  h i s  love-m ak ing . She 
s a id ,  ” 1 would o f te n  end up c ry in g  d u r in g  in te r c o u r s e ,  b u t i t  n ev er seemed 
to  b o th e r  h im . He p ro b a b ly  en jo y ed  my p a in  i n  some w ay .”
The most v io le n t  s e x u a l e p iso d e s  o c c u rre d  a t  th e  v e ry  end o f  t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T hings had been  g e t t in g  worse betw een them f o r  some t im e .
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They i a d n ^ t  ta lk e d  to  each  o th e r  i n  two w eeks. One a f te rn o o n  she came
home from  s c h o o l, changed i n to  a  h o u seco a t and s t a r t e d  tow ard  t h e '
bath room . He g o t up from th e  couch where he had been ly in g ,  grabbed  h e r ,
and pushed  h e r  down on th e  f l o o r .  With h e r  fa c e  p re s s e d  in to  a p i l lo w
and h i s  hand clam ped o v e r h e r  m outh, he p roceeded  t o  have a n a l in te r c o u r s e
*
w ith  h e r .  She scream ed and s t r u g g le d  t o  no a v a i l .  A fte rw ard s  she was
h a te f u l  and f u r io u s .  " I t  was v e ry  v io le n t  ___" she s a id ,  ” ___  i f  I had a
gun t h e r e ,  I  would have k i l l e d  h im ."
H er i n j u r i e s  were p a in f u l  and e x te n s iv e .  S he  h a d '-S 'fo rn  m uscle in  
h e r  rec tu m  so t h a t  f o r  th r e e  m onths she had t o  go to  th e  bathroom  s ta n d in g  
u p . The a s s a u l t  l e f t  h e r  w ith  hem orrho ids and a  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  to  
a n eu rism s t h a t  took f iv e  y e a r s  t o  h e a l  (F in k e lh o r  5 Y l lo ,  19S3, p .  1 2 5 ).
A r e c e n t  C anadian s tu d y  e s t im a te s  t h a t  "Every y e a r ,  one in  te n  
C anadian  women who a re S s a ^ r ie d  o r  in  a  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  a  l i v e - i n  lo v e r  
i s  b a t t e r e d "  (McLeod, 19S0, ^  2 1 ] . A ccording to  Chimbos (1976), w ife  
b a t t e r i n g  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r .  o n e - f i f t h  o f  a l l  C anadian  hom ocides (Chimbos,
1976, p p . 5 S 0 -S 9 9 ]. No a c tu a l  C anadian d a ta ,  how ever, h as  c o r r e la t e d  th e
o c c u rre n ce  o f  fo rc e d  sex  w ith  w ife  b a t t e r i n g .
R esearch  exam ining b a t t e r e d  w ives* r e a c t io n s  t o  m a r i ta l  rap e  su g g e s t 
t h a t  b e in g  rap ed  and b a t t e r e d  by o n e 's  husband o r  l i v e - i n  lo v e r  may be 
more t ra u m a tic  and d i s i l l u s io n i n g  th a n  b e in g  " b a t t e r e d ,"  b u t n o t rap e d , 
and t h a t  m a r i ta l  rap e  may p roduce  more n e g a tiv e  lo n g -te rm  e f f e c t s  th a n  
ra p e  by a s t r a n g e r  (Dorori, 1980; F r ie z e ,  1980; R u s s e l l ,  1982; S h ie ld s  § 
Haimeke, 1983 ]. Weis and Borges (1973) h y p o th e s iz e d  t h a t  when a  woman i s  
rap ed  by h e r  husband o r  l i v e - i n  lo v e r  who she t r u s t e d ,  she m ust r e -
i n t e r p r e t  and r e d e f in e  n o t. o n ly  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  w hich th e  rap e  o c c u rre d ,
b u t a l s o  h e r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  t h i s  in d iv id u a l  (S h ie ld s  5 Hanneke, 1983,
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p .  134 ). Women e x p e rie n c e  shock and b e t r a y a l  a t  what h a s  o c c u rre d , and in  
many c a se s  e x p e r ie n c e  s e l f - a c c u s a to r y  g u i l t  f o r  h av in g  p la c e d  th em se lv es  
in  th e  s i t u a t i o n  to  b e g in  w ith  (Weis 5 B orges, 1973). F u rth e rm o re , s e l f ­
blame may be a  g r e a t e r  problem  among m a r i ta l  rap e  v ic t im s  th a n  n o n m a rita l 
rape  v ic t im s ,  because  th e s e  women may n o t w ant to  d i s r u p t  t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h ip s  w ith  t h e i r  husbands o r  l i v e - i n  lo v e r s  and th e r e f o r e  may 
subm it to  h i s  se x u a l advances to  av o id  an argum ent o r  o th e r  v io le n c e .  
M a r i ta l  ra p e  may a l s o  be more s t r e s s f u l  th a n  nonsexual b a t t e r i n g ,  in  th e  
sen se  t h a t  th e  w ife  may f e e l  she has  th e  r i g h t  t o . r e f u s e  se x , y e t a ls o  
b e l ie v e s  t h a t  h e r  husband h as  th e  r i g h t  to  r e q u e s t  s<$x from h e r  a t  any 
t im e , a c o g n i t iv e  am b ig u ity  t h a t  may c o n tr ib u te  to  s t r e s s  (W eiss 5
V  *
B orges, 1973 ). A m biguity abou t th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  may
in c re a s e  th e  r e s u l t a n t  traum a o f  th e  e v e n t and co u ld  le a d  t o  more
tra u m a tic  re s p o n s e s  o f  th e  v ic t im s  n o n s tra n g e r  ( e s p e c ia l ly  m a r i ta l  ra p e )
ra p e s  (Weis 5 B orges, 1973). This- traum a i s  in c re a s e d  i f  th e  woman must
co n tin u e  t o  i n t e r a c t  w ith  th e  in d iv id u a l  (Weis 5 B orges, 1975); and i f  
♦
th e  a s s a i l a n t  i s  h e r  husband, one m ight h y p o th e s iz e  t h a t  th e  d a i ly  
i n t e r a c t io n  w ith  th e  husband p ro d u ces  s t r a i n  and s t r e s s  in  th e  form  o f  a 
c o n s ta n t  rem in d er o f  th e  i n c id e n t ,  as w e ll  as p o s s ib le  f e a r  o f  a n o th e r  
a t t a c k  (S h ie ld s  8 Hanneke, 1983, p .  124).
2 . S tra n g e r  Rape
A ccord ing  to  G e lle s  (1979 ), th e r e  a re  two a re a s  o f  rap e  which b e a r  
on th e  c a se  o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e .  The f i r s t  i s  th e  s tu d y  o f  y ic t im -o f f e n d e r  
r e a c t io n ^  and th e  second c o n s id e r s  th e  e lem en t o f  "pow er” a s  a  component 
o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t  (G e lle s , 1979, p .  1 2 5 ). The re s e a rc h  on v ic t im -o f f e n d e r  
r e l a t i o n s h ip s  d i s p e l s  th e  myth t h a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  women a re  rap ed  by 
s t r a n g e r s . I n  a c t u a l i t y ,  many ra p e s  a re  com m itted by men who a re  known to
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t h e i r  v ic t im s , a  f a c t  th a t  has ' been  o b scu red  by th e  r e lu c ta n c e  o f  v ic t im s  
to  d i s c lo s e  such  a s s a u l t s  (F in k e lh o r  5 Y llo ,  1982, p .  4 6 0 ) . S tu d ie s  o f  
rape  b ased  on c a se s  r e p o r te d  t o  th e  p o l ic e  show a la rg e  number o f  ra p e s  
a re  com m itted by a c q u a in ta n c e s , f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s .  Amir (1 9 7 1 ), f o r  
exam ple, found 48% o f  th e  rap e  v ic t im s  knew th e  o f fe n d e r  (p . 2 5 3 ).
B a r t ’s (1975) e x a m in a tio n  o f  1 ,070 q u e s t io n n a ir e s  f i l l e d  ou t by v ic t im s  
o f  ra p e , found t h a t  f iv e  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  women were rap ed  by r e l a t i v e s ,  
f o u r  p e rc e n t  by husbands, one p e rc e n t  by lo v e r s ,  and th r e e  p e rc e n t  by ex ­
lo v e r s .  B a r t 's  su rv ey  a ls o  found t h a t  12% o f  rap e  v ic tim s  were ra p e d  by 
d a te s ,  and 23% by a c q u a in ta n c e s -. ' Less th a n  h a l f  o f  th e  v ic t im s  (41%) 
were rap ed  by t o t a l  s t r a n g e r s .  C anadian  s t a t i s t i c s  (1979) a ls o  su p p o rt 
th e se  f in d in g s .  A ccord ing  to  th e  C anadian A dv iso ry  C ouncil on th e  S ta tu s  
o f  Women, 30% o f  rap e  v ic t im s  and 33% o f  s e x u a l a s s a u l t  v ic t im s  a re  
a t ta c k e d  by t o t a l  s t r a n g e r s . One i n  e v e ry  s ix  rap e  v ic t im s  i s  a s s a u l te d  
by a  f r ie n d  (C anad ian  A dvisory  C ouncil on th e  S ta tu s  o f  Women, 1979, F ac t 
Sheet # 4 ) .
R esearch  on r e a c t io n s  o f  fem ale rap e  v ic t im s  has d e a l t  p r im a r i ly  
w ith  v ic t im s  o f  rap e  o th e r  th a n  m a r i ta l  ra p e  (S h ie ld s  8 Hanneke, 1983, 
p . 132 ). S u th e r la n d  and S c h e rl (1970) i d e n t i f i e d  a  t h r e e - s t a g e  p ro c e s s  
o f  re sp o n se  t o  r a p e .  In  th e  a c u te  s ta g e  (o c c u r r in g  a  few h o u rs  to  one to  
two weeks a f t e r  th e  r a p e ) ,  v ic t im s  e x p e rie n c e  f e e l in g s  o f  shock , 
d i s b e l i e f ,  and dism ay and a r e  f e a r f u l  t h a t  t h e i r  own "poor judgm ent" 
p r e c i p i t a t e d  th e  c r i s i s .  They a re  a ls o  f e a r f u l  o f  . t e l l in g  o th e r s ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  fa ritily  members, about th e  i n c id e n t .  In  th e  second s t3 g e , 
"p se u d o a d ju s tm e n t,"  th e  v ic t im  t r i e s  t o  deny t h a t  th e  e v e n t o c c u rre d  and/  
o r  r a t i o n a l i z e s  why i t  happened to  h e r .  In  th e  t h i r d  s ta g e ,  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  
th e  v ic t im  i s  d e p re s s e d  and must p e rc e iv e  h e r  f e e l in g s  o f  a n g e r  a t  th e
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a s s a i l a n t  and h e r  own se lf -b la m e  (B urgess 5 Holm strom, 1980, pp . 252- 
255; S h ie ld s  5 Hanneke, 1983, p .  132).
B urgess and Holmstrora (1974) have a ls o  deve loped  a model o f  r e a c t io n  
to  rap e  c a l l e d  th e  " ra p e  traum a syndrom e." T h is  tw o - s ta g e 'p ro c e s s  
-invo lves an a c u te  p h ase  in  w hich th e  v ic t im s  e x p e rie n c e  f e a r ,  shock and , 
d i s b e l i e f  a t  what h as  o c cu red , as w e ll a s  f e e l in g  h u m il ia t io n , 
em barrassm en t, and s e lf -b la m e .  The women may a ls o  e x p e rie n c e  som atic  
^  r e a c t io n s  from p h y s ic a l  traum a o f  g e n e ra l s o re n e s s  and b r u is in g  to
s k e le ta l .m u s c le  t e n s io n  ( f o r  exam ple, h ead ach es , f a t i g u e ,  s le e p  p ro b lem s, 
g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  i r r i t a b i l i t y ) ,  such a s  la c k  o f  a p p e t i t e ,  f e e l in g  
n a u s e a te d , o r  g e n i to u r in a ry  d is tu rb a n c e s  o f  v a g in a l  d is c h a r g e ,  i t c h in g ,  
o r  b u rn in g  s e n s a t io n  a t  u r in a t io n .  The second s ta g e ,  th e  woman ta k e s  
such a c t io n s  a s  chang ing  re s id e n c e  o r  h e r  phone number, g e t t in g  su p p o rt 
from fam ily  a n d 'f r i e n d s ,  a s  w e ll as e x p e r ie n c in g  n ig h tm ares  and d e v e lo p in g  
p h o b ia s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  rap e  e x p e r ie n c e , such as  f e a r  o f  b e in g  in d o o rs , 
b e in g  o u td o o rs , b e in g  a lo n e , b e in g  in  crow ds, o r  se x u a l f e a r s  (Buj^ ss  § 
Holmstrom, 1980, p p . 252-255; S h ie ld s  § Hanneke, 1 9 S 5 ,p .  152).
The second component which r e l a t e s  to  th e  a re a  o f  m a r i ta l  rape
a c c o rd in g  to  G e l le s ,  c o n s id e r s  th e  e lem en t o f  "pow er" a s  a  component o f
se x u a l a s s a u l t  (G e lle s , 1979). A theme in  much o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on
ra p e  i s  ijhat ra p e  i s  l e s s  a se x u a l a c t  and more an a c t  o f  power in  th e
r e l a t i o n s  betw een men and women. B art (1975) c o n c lu d e s , based  on h e r
a n a ly s i s  o f  q u e s t io n n a ir e s  f i l l e d  ou t by rap e  v ic t im s ,  t h a t  rap e  i s  a
"power t r i p , "  n o t a  " p a s s io n  t r i p "  (G e lle s , 1979, p .  1 2 5 ). B row nm iller 
* *
(1975) a ls o  p e rc e iv e s  ra p e  as a  power c o n f r o n ta t io n .  B row nm iller view s 
ra p e  a s  an a c t  o f  h o s t i l i t y  tow ards women by men—ra p e  i s  an a tte m p t o f  a  
man to  e x e rc is e  pow er o v e r  a  woman. S e i te s  (1975) a rg u e s  t h a t  rap e  i s  a
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se x u a l power c o n f r o n ta t io n .  S e i te s  p o s tu la te s  t h a t  m a r i ta l  rap e  i s  an 
a c t  where a husband can a s s e r t  h i s  power and c o n tr o l  o v er h i s  w ife  
(G e lle s , 1979, p . 126). An example o f  power i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by Morton 
H unt, one o f  th e  f i r s t  p e o p le  to  w r i te  abou t w ife  ra p e .
The ty p ic a l  m a r i ta l  r a p i s t  i s  a  man who s t i l l  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  husbands 
a r e  supposed to  r u le  t h e i r  w iv e s . -This e x te n d s , he f e e l s ,  t o  sex u a l
m a t te r s :  when he w ants h e r ,  she sh o u ld  be g la d , o r  a t  l e a s t  w i l l in g ;  i f
she  i s n ’t ,  he h a s  th e  r i g h t  to  fo rc e  h e r .  But by fo rc in g  h e r  h e 'g a in s  
•far more th a n  a  few m in u tes  o f  s e x u a l p le a s u r e .  He hum bles h e r  and 
r e a s s e r t s ,  i n  th e  most e m o tio n a lly  p o w erfu l way p o s s ib le ,  t h a t  he i s  th e  
r u l e r  and she  i s  th e  s u b je c t  (H unt, 1979, p . 121). T h is  a s p e c t  o f  power 
w i l l  be f u r t h e r  a n a ly zed  in  C hap ter I I ?  u n d e r S e c tio n  ( i i )  " D i f f e r e n t i a l  
Pow er."
3 . A necdotal Accounts o f  Women's E x p erien ces  and P e rc e p tio n s  o f  M a r i ta l  
Rape
R u s s e ll  (1982) has  g a th e re d  some o f  th e  f i r s t  d i r e c t  ev id en ce  about 
th e  p re v a le n c e  o f  m a r i ta l  rap e  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  th e  p o p u la t io n  a t  l a r g e .  
R u s s e ll  su rveyed  a random sam ple o f  930 women r e s id e n ts  o f  San F ra n c isc o , 
18 y e a rs  and o ld e r ,  ab o u t any in c id e n t  o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t  th e y  had a t  any 
tim e th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  l i v e s .  F o u rte e n  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  644 m arrie d  women 
in  th e  sam ple r e p o r te d  se x u a l a s s a u l t  by a  husband . Twelve p e rc e n t  had 
been  fo rc e d  to  have in te r c o u r s e ,  and two p e rc e n t  e x p e rie n c e d  o th e r  ty p e s  
o f  fo rc e d  sex  (1982, p . 3 7 ) .
I t  i s  im p o rta n t in  e v a lu a t in g  R u s s e l l ’ s f in d in g s  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  she
d id  h o t  ask  any re sp o n d e n ts  w hether th e y  had been " ra p e d ,"  a s t ig m a t iz in g  
te rm , a c c o rd in g  to  R u s s e l l ,  t h a t  many women a re  r e lu c ta n t  to  u se  to  
d e s c r ib e  se x u a l a s s a u l t  e x p e r ie n c e s .  In s te a d , R u s s e ll  asked  women to
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d e s c r ib e  any k in d  o f  fo rc e d  se x u a l e x p e rie n c e  w ith  a husband o r  e x -  '  
husband , and th e n  o n ly  in c lu d e d  in  h e r  t a l l y  th o se  women who d e s c r ib e d , 
e n c o u n te rs  t h a t  -met th e  C a l i f o r n ia  le g a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ra p e :  ’’fo rc e d
i n te r c o u r s e ,  o r  in te r c o u r s e  o b ta in e d  by  p h y s ic a l  t h r e a t ( s ) ,  o r  in te r c o u r s e  
com pleted  when th e  woman was d rugged , u n c o n sc io u s , a s le e p ,  o r  o th e rw ise  
t o t a l l y  h e lp le s s  and hence u n a b le  to  c o n se n t"  (1982, p p . 4 2 -4 5 ).
To i l l u s t r a t e  th e  range  o f  womens’ e x p e r ie n c e s  and p e rc e p tio n s  o f
m a r i ta l  r a p e ,  th r e e  a n e c d o ta l a c c o u n ts  c i t e d  in  R u s s e l l 's  su rv ey  (1982)
a r e  p re s e n te d  h e re :  ^
(a ) Rape by F o rc e . M rs. H i l l  was 53 a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  in te r v ie w .
She had r a i s e d  th r e e  c h i ld r e n ,  and was l iv in g  w ith  h e r  husband and a d u l t  
so n . She was w orking f u l l - t im e  a s  a p o s t - o f f i c e  c l e r k .  H er husband was 
a  m echan ic .
M rs. H i l l  was raped  one tim e when s^he was 26 y e a rs  o ld .
A f te r  w e’d had an argum ent, and I w a s n 't  in  th e  mood 
f o r  lovem aking, he fo rc e d  me to  have in te r c o u r s e  w ith  
h im . F orce?  He s a t  me down on the*bed  and th e n  he go t 
on to p  o f  me. I 'm  n o t v e ry  b ig ,  and he j u s t  r o l l e d  o n to  ,
me and t h a t  was i t .  I was v e ry  b ru is e d  and h u r t .  I t  
took  me q u i te  a w h ile  to  g e t o v e r  i t .  Of, c o u rs e , he 
r e g r e t t e d  i t  r ig h t  a f t e r  i t  happened . I t  d o e s n ’t  .h u r t 
as  much now as  i t  d id  a t  t h a t  t im e . P h y s ic a l  t h r e a t ?
No, he j u s t  s a id :  'Y o u 're  my w ife , and t h a t ' s  what
y o u 'r e  supposed to  d o ! ' V erba l t h r e a t s ?  'Y o u 're  my 
w ife , t h a t ' s  p a r t  o f  you r f u n c t io n .  I s  th e r e  someone 
e l s e ? ’ How u p s e t?  'Somewhat u p s e t . '  How much e f f e c t  
d id  i t  have on you r l i f e ?  'A l i t t l e  e f f e c t '  (R u s s e l l ,
1982, p . 212 ).
(b) Rape by T h re a t o f  F o rc e . M rs. T ay lo r was a 70 y e a r  o ld  d iv o rc e d  
woman who l iv e d  a lo n e  when she was in te rv ie w e d . She had no c h i ld r e n .  
B efore  h e r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  she had worked a s  th e  c h ie f  o p e ra to r  i n  a  l e g a l  
o f f i c e .
4  Always when he was drunk^he wanted se x . I was a f r a i d .
He u sed  to  accuse  me c f  lo o k in g  a t  o th e r  men. Did you have 
any unw anted se x u a l e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  him? Yes, I d id - -
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to  keep m y se lf  from g e t t in g  banged . I t  d i d n 't  -happen 
to o  many tim es  because  when he wae drunk he u s u a l ly  'got 
i t  from o th e r  women. L a te r , wheif*I knew b e t t e r ,  I 'd  
h id e  in  th e  bathroom  u n t i l  he p assed  o u t .  Did he do 
a n y th in g  e l s e  t o  you? He n ev e r fo rc e d  me. He j u s t  d id  
th e  norm al th in g s  t h a t  a husband and w ife  do to g e th e r .
What k ind  o f  th in g s ?  J u s t  norm al th in g s .  There was _•
n o th in g  abnorm al o r  u n n a tu ra l  ab o u t th e  sex  we had .
' I n te r c o u r s e ?  Y es. V ag ina l?  Y es. I t  was j u s t  th a t  I 
d i d n ' t  a t  a l l  w ant to  have i t ' ( R u s s e l l ,  1983, p p . 44- 
4 5 ) . -
(c) Rape t h a t  O ccurred  because  th e  Wife was u n ab le  t o  Consent1. M rs.
Rice was 59 y e a rs  o ld  a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  in te r v ie w . She had two
c h i ld r e n ,  a  s ix - y e a r - o ld  and a baby o f  one m onth. She was s t i l l  m arrie d
to  h e r  husband , who worked a s  a  p a rk in g  a t t e n d a n t .  . - »
»
M rs. R ice was rap ed  in  h e r  s le e p  by h e r  husband once f iv e  y e a rs  
p r i o r  to  th e  in te r v ie w .
One tim e  my husband th o u g h t I was awake and s t a r t e d  
t o  ap p roach  me. He says I answ ered him , b u t I was ‘deep • 
a s le e p .  We had j u s t  re tu rn e d  home from a w eek-long 
t r i p ,  so I  was e x h a u s te d . I woke up abou t two hours 
l a t e r  and I f e l t  w et, and was w ith o u t my p a n t i e s .  He 
s a id  t h a t  I answ ered him b u t I n e v e r  remembered a n y th in g .
What a b a r b a r i ty !  I d i d n 't  know what happened . I 
d i d n 't  know i f  I en joyed  i t  o r  d i d n ' t  en jo y  i t  (R u s s e ll ,
1982, p .  4 5 ) .
R u s s e l l 's  g e n e r a l i t a t i o n  to  th e  p o p u la t io n  a t  la rg e  s u g g e s ts  a t  
l e a s t  one woman ou t o f  e v e ry  seven  who has  been m arried  has been rap ed  
by a  husband a t  l e a s t  o n ce , and sometim es many t im e s  over many y e a rs  
(19 8 2 ).
R u s s e l l 's  s tu d y  i s  f u r t h e r  su p p o rted  by F in k e lh o r  and Y l lo 's  .su rvey
i
(1985) in  B oston . A r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  sample o f  526 women wore asked  
w hether a spouse o r  a p e rso n  th e y  were l iv in g  w ith  a s  a coup le  had e v e r  
u sed  p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  o r  t h r e a t  to  t r y  to  have sex  w ith  them . Ten p e rc e n t  
o f  th e  women had been  m arrie d  (o r  coup led ) and answ ered " y e s ."  These 
women, to o ,  r e p o r te d  more se x u a l a s s a u l t s  by husbands th a n  a s s a u l t s  by
I
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s t r a n g e r s  (10% v e rs u s  3%). Forced sex  in  m arriag e  i s  a f re q u e n t  ty p e  o f
se x u a l a s s a u l t  (F in k e lh o r  5 Y llo , 1983, p .  121).
A ccord ing  to  R u s s e ll  (19S2) and F in k e lh o r  and Y llo  (19 8 3 ), th r e e  
! . 
main f a c to r s  i n h i b i t  women’s, a tte m p ts  to  ward o f f  se x u a l a g g re s s io n  from
t h e i r  p a r t n e r s .  One (as  d em o n stra ted  by M rs. H i l l ' s  a n e c d o ta l  a c c o u n t) ,
women p e rc e iv e  t h e i r  p a r tn e r s  to  be p h y s ic a l ly  s t r o n g e r  th a n  th e y  a r e .
Second (a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  M rs. T a y lo r 's  a c c o u n t) ,  women f e a r  p h y s ic a l
a b u se . T h ird , women a re  conv inced  t h a t  r e f u s a l  i s  n o t j u s t i f i e d  (a s  i n
th e  c a se  o f  M rs. R ic e ) .
f
4 . A t t i tu d e s  C oncern ing  M a r i ta l  Rape
A lthough aw areness o f  th e  freq u en cy  o f  m a r i ta l  ra p e  i s  in c r e a s in g ,  . 
th e r e  i s  l im ite d  d e ta i l e d  r e s e a rc h  abou t e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th e  v ic t im s ,  
in c lu d in g  m ale and fem ale  a t t i t u d e s  c o n c e rn in g  m a r i ta l  r a p e .  G e lle s  
(1979) c i t e s  one re a s o n  t h a t  can accoun t f o r  t h i s  l im ite d  r e s e a rc h  i s  few
A
women whose husbands have fo rc e d  them  to  have sex  d e f in e  th em se lv e s  a s  
b e in g  ra£*ed. Most women see  ra p e  a s  som eth ing  t h a t  p r im a r i ly  happens to  
s t r a n g e r s .  A ccord ing  to  G e lle s , th e s e  women a l s o  sh a re  th e  o ld  c u l t u r a l  
and le g a l  assum p tion  t h a t  th e r e  i s  no such th in g  a s  rap e  betw een husband 
and w ife . V io le n t  and u n p le a s a n t  as a  h u sb a n d 's  a s s a u l t  m ight have b een , 
most w ives would r e s i s t  c a l l i n g  i t  r a p e .  No doubt raped  w iv es , l ik e  
b a t te r e d  women, u se  many s e l f - d e c e p t io n s  to  av o id  fa c in g  th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  
an i n to l e r a b l e  c a r r ia g e  because  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e s - - l o n e l i n e s s ,  lo s s  o f  
f in a n c ia l  s e c u r i t y ,  ad m iss io n  to  f a i l u r e —a re  a ls o  f r ig h te n in g  (G e lle s , < 
1979, pp . 1 2 1 -1 2 2 ).
On th e  o th e r  hand , even th e  m in o r ity  o f  women who may re c o g n iz e  t h a t
%
t h e i r  husbands have com m itted a crim e a g a in s t  them , f o r  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s — 
lo y a l ty ,  f e a r ,  u n w il lin g n e s s  to  go th ro u g h  a g ru e l in g  p u b lic  exposure  —
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a re  s t i l l  e x tre m e ly  r e l u c t a n t  to  p r e s s  c h a rg e s . The le s s o n  o f  spouse 
abuse i s  t h a t  law s a lo n e  have r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  (F ie ld  5 F ie ld ,  
1973).
/  '
The o n ly  a v a i l a b le  d a ta  on male a t t i t u d e s  c o n c e ra ln g  m a r i ta l  rap e  
a re  c i t e d  in  H i t e ’s  (1981) s tu d y , which in c lu d e s  th ^ fc & Jo w in g  s ta te m e n ts  
” 1 w o u ld 'n e v e r  th in k  o f  ta k in g  i t  by fo rc e  e x c e p t from  my w ife . I  d o n ’t  
‘th in k  I 'c o u ld  g e t  i t  up i n  a  rap e  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  so  a p p a l l s  me t h a t  I 
c o u ld n ’t  do i t . "  And, " I  d o n ’t  th in k  I  have e v e r  w anted to  ra p e  a  woman 
■“ e x c ep t maybe my w ife  and I am n o t su re 'w h y  I would w ant to  rap e  h e r  a t  
t h i s  tim e . . .  I d o n ’t  b e l ie v e  in  rap e  in  m a rr ia g e "  (H ite , 1981).
The o n ly  s tu d y , th u s  f a r ,  e x p lo r in g  a t t i t u d e s  c o n c e rn in g  m a r i ta l  
r a p e , was F in k e lh o r  and Y l l o 's  (1983) s tu d y  w hich c o n s is te d  o f  
u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n t s .  To i l l u s t r a t e  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  some o f  t h e i r  
. r e p l i e s  a re  p re s e n te d  h e re :
Some d en ie d  e n t i r e l y  t h a t  th e  phenomena c o u ld  o c c u r: "No. When you
g e t m a rr ie d , you a r e  su p p o sed ly  i n  love and you s h o u ld n 't  e v e r  th in k  o f  
love making a s  ra p e  u n d e r any c irc u m s ta n c e s ."
O th ers  e x p re s se d  t h e  view  t h a t  im p l ic i t  in  th e  m arria g e  c o n tr a c t  i s  
an a c ce p tan c e  o f  th e  u se  o f  fo rc e .  "Sexual r e l a t i o n s  a re  a  p a r t  o f  
m arriag e  and b o th  members r e a l i z e  t h i s  b e fo re  th e y  make a com m itm ent," 
s a id  one in  e x p la in in g  why th e re  was no such th in g  as m a r i ta l  r a p e .
A number o f  s tu d e n ts  b e lie v e d  t h a t  fo rc e d  sex  was a re a so n a b le  
s o lu t io n  to  m a r i ta l  c o n f l i c t .  " I f  th e  w ife  d id  n o t want to  have sex  . . .  
a f t e r  many m onths th e  husband may go c ra z y . Rape would be an  a l t e r n a t iv e  
to  se ek in g  se x u a l p le a s u re  w ith  someone e l s e . "
" I f  she d o e s n 't  w ant sex  fo r  a long amount o f  t im e , and has  no
(
re a so n  f o r  i t - - l e t  th e  o ld  man go f o r  i t ! "  (F in k e lh o r  S Y llo , 1983, p .
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A ccording to  F in k e lh o r  and Y llo , th e s e  s ta te m e n ts  r e v e a l  th e  
o p in io n  t h a t  fo rc e  i s  a c c e p ta b le  when t r y in g  to  sa lv a g e  a  m arriag e  and 
th e re b y  j u s t i f i e s  th e  o cc u rre n ce  o f  m a r i ta l  ra p e  (1983, p . 128).
The r e f u s a l  on th e  p a r t  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  and p u b l ic  to  see  m a r i ta l  
ra p e  a s - a  crim e i s  a ls o  b ased  on th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t a* v e ry  s e r io u s  
o f fe n s e .  P e te r  R ossi p re s e n te d  a random sample o f  p e o p le  l iv in g  in  
B a ltim o re  w ith  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  140 o f fe n s e s  ra n g in g  from th e  p lan n e d  
k i l l i n g  o f  a  po licem an  to  b e in g  drunk in  a  p u b l ic  p la c e .  W hile th e  
re sp o n d e n ts  ranked  ’’f o r c i b le  ra p e  a f t e r  b re a k in g  in to  a  home" a s  th e  
f o u r th  most s e r io u s  c rim e o f  a l l  th e  o f f e n s e s ,  j u s t  above th e  " im p u ls iv e  
k i l l i n g  o f  a  p o lic e m a n ,"  th e y  ranked  " f o r c ib le  ra p e ' o f  a  fo rm er sp o u se"  /  
a s  number 62 , j u s t  above " d r iv in g  w h ile  d ru n k "  (R o ss i, W aite, Rose 
B erk, 1 9 7 4 ).'
So, a c c o rd in g  to  F in k e lh o r  and Y llo  (19 8 3 ), w h ile  p eo p le  c o n s id e r  
ra p e  a s  a  s e r io u s  o f fe n s e ,  rap e  o f  a  fo rm er spouse i s  n o t seen  as  v e ry  
s e r io u s .  Im agine how low th e  ra n k in g  would have been  had R o ssi asked  
abou t rap e  o f  a  " c u r r e n t"  r a t h e r  th a n  a " fo rm er"  sp o u se . T h is  co rre sp o n d s  
w ith  what we know about a t t i t u d e s  tow ard v io le n c e :  "The more in t im a te
th e  v ic t im , th e  l e s s  s e r io u s  th e  a s s a u l t  i s  c o n s id e re d  to  be (F in k e lh o r  S 
Y llo , 1985, p .  129).
Summary
S ince  m a r i ta l  rape  has  o n ly  r e c e n t ly  been  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  an a re a  o f  
s tu d y , r e s e a rc h  on r e a c t io n s  o f  m a r i ta l  ra p e  v ic t im s  i s  much more l im ite d  
th a n  w i f e - b a t t e r in g  r e s e a rc h  o r  s t r a n g e r  rap e  r e s e a r c h .  What d a ta  a re  
a v a i la b le  su g g e s t t h a t  b e in g  rap ed  and b a t t e r e d  by o n e ’ s husband o r  l i v e -
■<r
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i n - lo v e r  may be more tra u m a tic  and d i s i l l u s i o n i n g  th a n  b e in g  " b a t t e r e d ,"
b u t n o t ra p e d , and t h a t  m a r i ta l  rap e  may produce more n e g a tiv e  lo n g -te rm
e f f e c t s  th a n  rap e  by a s t r a n g e r .  For exam ple, th e  sen se  o f  b e t r a y a l ,  th e
d i s i l lu s io n m e n t ,  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  f r e q u e n t ly  c o n t in a te s  th e  e n t i r e
m a rr ia g e , and th e  a d d i t io n a l  f a c t  t h a t  m a r i ta l  rap e  i s  o f te n  re p e a te d ,
som etim es f o r  y e a rs  on end (Doron, 1980; F r i e t e ,  1980; R u s s e l l ,  1982;
S h ie ld s  8  Hanneke, 1983).
R u s s e l l ’s (1982 ), F in k e lh o r  and Y l l o 's  (1983) and G elles*  (1979)
re s e a rc h  i d e n t i f i e d  fo u r  ty p e s  o f  c o e rc io n . The f i r s t  ty p e , rap e  by
t h r e a t  o f  f o r c e . .  In  t h i s  c a se  w ives u s u a l ly  subm it to  se x u a l in te r c o u r s e
because  rh e y  b e l ie v e  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  w ife ly  d u ty ; h u sb an d s, on th e
o th e r  hand , u se  t h e i r  re s o u rc e  and pow er'"advantage t o  fo rc e  t h e i r  w ives.
An exam ple o f  ra p e  by t h r e a t  o f  fo rc e  was M rs. H i l l ’s a n e c d o ta l  a c co u n t.
The second ty p e  o f  c o e rc io n  i s  ra p e -b y  th r e a t  o f  p h y s ic a l  f o r c e .
T h rea ten ed  fo rc e  can ran g e  from  an im p lie d  t h r e a t  t h a t  a  woman cou ld  ge t
h u r t  i f  she  d o e s n 't  g ive  in  to  an im p l ic i t  t h r e a t  th a t  she  w i l l  be k i l l e d
i f  she d o e s n 't  com ply. M rs. T a y lo r ’s a n e c d o ta l acco u n t was an  example o f
rap e  by t h r e a t  o f  f o r c e .  The t h i r d  ty p e  o f  c o e rc io n  i s  p h y s ic a l
c o e rc io n . In s ta n c e s  o f  p h y s ic a l  c o e rc io n  range  from p h y s ic a l ly  h o ld in g  
o
a woman down to  s t r i k i n g  h e r ,  chok ing  h e r ,  ty in g  heS- u p , o r  knock ing  h e r  
ou t to  fo rc e  sex  on h e r .  An exam ple o f  p h y s ic a l  c o e rc io n  was th e  case  
s tu d y  on p 3 ge 9 . F in a l ly ,  th e  f o u r th  type  o f  c ^ r c i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  any 
form o f  s e x u a l a c t i v i t y  w hich i s  fo rc e d  upon a woman when th e  woman i s  
un ab le  to  c o n s e n t .  For exam ple, when th e  woman was d ru g g ed , u n c o n sc io u s , 
a s le e p  (a s  in  th e  c a se  o f  M rs. R ic e ) ,  o r  o th e rw ise  t o t a l l y  h e lp le s s  and 
hence u n ab le  t o  c o n s e n t .
D ata on m a r i ta l  rap e  a t t i t u d e s  in d ic a te  one o f  two b e l i e f s .  One,
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t h a t  th e re  i s  no such  th in g  as m a r i ta l  r a p e , and second , t h a t  m a r i ta l  
rape  does e x i s t ,  b u t i t  i s  n o t a s e r io u s  c rim e .
From th e  fo re g o in g , i t  i s  c le a r  t h a t  m a r i ta l  rape  l i t e r a t u r e  has
s '
c o n c e n tra te d  s o le ly  on women's p e r c e p t io n s ,  e x p e r ie n c e s  and d e f i n i t i o n s ,
and s u g g e s ts  a  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  women a re  m a r i ta l  rap e  v ic t im s .  The
th r u s t  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  was to  l in k  th e s e  f in d in g s  w ith  men and women's
a t t i t u d e s ,  e x p e r ie n c e s  and p e rc e p tio n s  o f  m a r i ta l  rape  w ith in  th e  c o n f in e s
o f  a  norm al r e l a t i o n s h ip  Normal r e f e r s  to  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  which a re
r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  o f  v io le n c e .  C o n seq u en tly , th e  rev iew  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e
was in te n d e d  t o  s e rv e  as  a b a s is  f o r  th e  r e s e a rc h  th e o ry , m ethodology,
*
o p e ra t io n a l iz e d  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  m a r i ta l  ra p e  and th e  g u id in g  h y p o th e se s  
o u t l in e d  in  C h ap te r I I I .
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CHAPTER I I I
^  . ' THEORY
T his  s e c t io n  w i l l  b r i e f l y  d e v e lo p 'th re e  t h e o r e t i c a l  ap p ro ach es as  
th e y  ap p ly  to  se x u a l a s s a u l t  problem s in  m a r r ia g e . F i r s t ,  c o n f l i c t  
th e o ry , p a r t i c u l a r l y  Marx and E n g e ls ’ c o n c e p ts , which s t r e s s  th e
h i s t o r i c a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  women, s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  how i t  i s  t h a t  women became
form s o f  p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty .  Second, sym bolic  i n t e r a c t io n s  which fo c u s e s  
on th e  n a tu re  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  th e  dynamic s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  ta k in g  p la c e  
betw een p e rs o n s .  Thus, sym bolic  in te r a c t io n is m  em phasizes p e r s p e c t iv e s  
and i n t e r a c t io n  a s  im p o rta n t v a r ia b le s  in  a l l  human b e h a v io r . F in a l ly ,  
c o n f l i c t  th e o ry  p e r s p e c t iv e s  and sym bolic in te r a c t io n is m  a re  f u r t h e r  u sed  
t o  develop  a  s y n th e t i c  th e o ry  approach  (SICON),. which w i l l  be u se d  more
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  o rd e r  to  d eve lop  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  h y p o th ese s  u sed  in  t h i s
s tu d y . ^
1 . C o n f l ic t  Theory
The c o n f l i c t  model s u g g e s ts  s o c i e t i e s  a re  u s u a l ly  in  a s t a t e  o f  
c o n f l i c t .  The b a s ic  c o n d it io n  o f  l i f e  i s  n o t harmony b u t c o m p e titio n  
among d i f f e r e n t  g roups f o r  power and s t a t u s .  The dom inant s o c ia l  
p ro c e s s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  n o t  a  s te a d y  e f f o r t  to  r e s to r e  harmony o r
4
e q u il ib r iu m  b u t an  e n d le s s  s tr u g g le  f o r  adv an tag e  (S pencer, 1981, p . 2 1 ) .
A ccord ing  to  K arl Marx (1867), th e  mode o f  p ro d u c tio n  i s  th e  n u c le u s  
around which a l l  a s p e c ts  o f  human l i f e  a re  o rg a n iz e d . The h i s t o r y  o f
22
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c i v i l i z a t i o n  has  been  a  p r o g re s s iv e  movement from s la v e r y  and fe u d a lism  
to  c a p i t a l i s m .  Each o f  th e s e  econom ics, a t  one t im e , fo rc e d  th e  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  o r  fo u n d a tio n  Of s o c ie ty .  In  modern w e s te rn  s o c ie ty ,  a 
c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f ’p ro d u c t ion  i s  th e  dom inant fo rc e  t h a t  d e te rm in e s  th e  
n a tu re  o f  s o c ia l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  The u n d e r ly in g  econom ic f o r c e s 'g iv e  r i s e  
t o  th e  s u p e r s t r u c tu r e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  th a t  r e f l e c t  th e  needs o f  th e  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and th e re b y  p re s e rv e  th e  dom inance o f  whose i n t e r e s t s  i t  
r e p r e s e n t s .  These i n s t i t u t i o n s - - f a m i l y ,  r e l i g i o n ,  e d u c a t io n , governm ent, 
and law —o p e ra te  to  p re s e rv e  th e  h ie ra rc h y  o f  s t a t u s ,  w e a lth , and pow er 
o f  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  o r d e r .  Power, a c co rd in g  t o  Marx, i s  c o n c e n tra te d  in  
th e  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  and th e re b y , c o n tr o l s  s o c ie ty  th ro u g h  w hatever p o l i t i c a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  a v a i l a b l e .  Through th e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e  a t t i t u d e s ,  
v a lu e s ,  and b e l i e f s  a p p ro p r ia te  t o  th e  c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  a re  d i f fu s e d  
( F a r r e l l  5 jS w ig ert, 19S2, p .  207 ).
C e n tra l  t o  M a rx is t th e o ry  i s  th e  id e a  t h a t  s in c e  c l a s s  s o c i e t i e s  a re  
* , 
b ased  on i n e q u a l i t y ,  th e  seed s  f o r  th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  c a p i ta l i s m  a re  e v e r
p r e s e n t  ( F a r r e l l  § S w ig e r t, 1982, p .  2 0 7 ). A c c o rd in g ly , Marx b e lie v e d
th a t  women were s u b je c t  t o  a  s p e c ia l  o p p re s s io n . As e a r ly  as  th e
Economics and P h ilo s o p h ic  M an u scrip ts  o f  1844, Marx m entioned in  an
a s id e  t h a t  m arriag e  was " in c o n te s ta b ly  a form o f  e x c lu s iv e  p r o p e r ty ."
T h is  id e a  was d eve loped  i n  th e  famous p a ssa g e s  on th e  fam ily  in  P a r t  I I
o f  th e  Communist M a n ife s to  (1 8 4 8 ). There Marx argued  t h a t  b o u rg eo is
m arriag e  was a form  o f  p r iv a t e  p ro p e r ty ,  b u t t h a t  among w orkers th e
p r e s s u r e  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n i s a t i o n  was d e s tro y in g  th e  o ld  form  o f  m arriag e  >
b ased  on p r iv a t e  ow nersh ip  o f  tT?e sm all d o m estic  p ro d u c tio n  u n i t s
(Sowerwine, 1982, p .  1 5 ) . For Marx, th e  modern fa m ily  r e f l e c t e d  th e  germ
n o t o n ly  o f  s la v e ry  ( s e r v i t u s ) ,  bu t a ls o  o f  se rfdom , because  i t  h as  from
0
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th e  s t a r t  a r e l a t i o n  to  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e r v ic e .  I t  co m p rises  in  m in ia tu re
a l l  th o se  c o n t r a s t s  t h a t  l a t e r  deve lop  more b ro a d ly  in  s o c ie ty  and th e
s t a r e (A gon ito , 1977, p .  2 8 0 ).
Such a form  o f  a  fam ily  shows th e  t r a n s i t i o n  from  th e  p a i r in g  fa m ily
to  monogamy. In  o rd e r  t o  s e c u re  th e  f a i t h f u ln e s s  o f  th e  w ife , and hence
th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  p a te r n a l  l in e a g e ,  th e  women a re  d e l iv e r e d  a b s o lu te ly
i n to  th e  power o f  th e  men; in  k i l l i n g  h i s  w ife , th e  husband sim ply
e x e r c is e s  h i s  r i g h t  (A g n ito , 1977, p .  2 8 0 ). Thus, Marx a rg u ed  monogamy
d oes by no means e n te r  h i s t o r y  a s  a  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  m an’and w ife  and
s t i l l  l e s s  a s  th e  h ig h e s t  'form  o f  m a rr ia g e . On th e  c o n tr a r y ,  i t  e n te r s
a s  th e  s u b ju g a t io n  o f  o n e .se x  by th e  o tf te r , a s  th e  p ro c la m a tio n  o f  a n -  « « *
an tagon ism  betw een th e  se x es  unknown in  a l l  p r o c e e d in g .h i s to r y  (A gon ito , 
1977, p . '2 8 1 ) .
Like Marx, E ngels re c o g n iz e d  th e  problem  posed by  women’s dependence
upon men. In  The O rig in  o f  th e  Fam ily , P r iv a te  P ro p e r ty , and th e  S t a t e ,
»
p u b lis h e d  in  1844, E ngels d e s c r ib e d  how p r im it iv e  s o c i e t i e s  changed to
«
o u r a c tu a l  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c ie ty .  He' s t a t e d  t h a t  p r im i t iv e  s o c i e t i e s  were 
communal, " w i th  group m arria g e  and c o l l e c t i v e  work f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  en d s"  
(R uth , 1980, p .  2 2 2 ). In  t h i s  ty p e  o f  s o c ie ty  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  betw een 
men and women were sy m m e tric a l; i n  f a c t ,  th e y  needed each  o th e r  fo r  
s u b s is te n c e .  When t r a d in g  began , " c a t t l e  were th e  u n i t  o f  exchange a round  
which a l l  form s o f  t r a d e  were m easured” (R uth , 1980, p p . 222-223)'. With 
t r a d in g  th e  concep t o f  p ro p e r ty  became r e le v a n t ,  s in c e  one had t o  own 
what one was t r a d in g .  Because c a t t l e  were men’s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  th e y  
became th e  f i r s t  owners o f  p r o p e r ty .  T h is  changed th e  econom ic s y s te m .o f  
th e  communal p ro d u c tio n  o f  p r iv a t e  p ro p e r ty  and th e  a c cu m u la tio n  o f  
p r o p e r ty  b eg an . F u rth e rm o re , th e  economic developm ent a ls o  changed th e
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fam ily  s t r u c tu r e  t o  p a i r i n g ,  "where f i d e l i t y  i s  demanded t o  e n su re  known
p a te r n i ty  and th u s ,  h e r e d i ta r y  l in e a g e ."  Women became l ik e  c a t t l e ,  " th e
p r o p e r ty jo f  men” (T ucker, 1978, p p . 7 3 4 -7 3 5 ). From t h i s  s e v e r a l  c la s s e s
em erged: th o s e  men who owned c a t t l e  and th o s e  men who d id  n o t .
Secondary t o  t h i s  were women who were th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  e i t h e r  t h e i r
ow ners, o r  th e  la b o u re rs  (T ucker, 1978, p .  7 4 0 ). in  re g a rd s  t o  th e  le g a l
e q u a l i ty  o f  husband and w ife  in  m a rr ia g e , E ngels  m a in ta in e d  th e  p o s it io n -
i s  no b e t t e r .  E ngels s t a t e d :
The l e g a l  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  th e  two p a r t n e r s ,  b eq u ea th ed  
t o  u s  from  e a r l i e r  s o c ia l  c o n d i t io n s ,  i s  n o t th e  cause  
b u t th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  econom ic opD ression  o f  th e  
woman. In  o ld  com m unistic h o u se h o ld s , which com prised  
o f  many c o u p le s  and t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  th e  t a s k  e n t r u s te d  
t o  th e  woman o f  m anaging th e  househ o ld  was a s  much a  
p u b l ic  a s  a  s o c ia l ly  n e c e s s a ry  in d u s t r y  as th e  
p r o c u r r in g  o f  food by/m en. W ith th e  p a t r i a r c h a l  
more w ith  th e  s in g le  monogamous 
came. H ousehold management l o s t  i t s  
I t  no lo n g e r  concerned  s o c ie ty ,  
t e  s e r v ic e ;  th e  w ife  became th e  head  
s e r v a n t ,  exc lu d ed  from  a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s o c ia l  
p ro d u c t io n . Not u n t i l  th e  coming o f  modern la r g e -  
s c a le  p ro d u c tio n  was th e  ro ad  to  s o c ia l  p ro d u c tio n  
opened to  h e r  a g a in  and th e n  o n ly  to  th e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
w i f e .  But i t  was opened in  such  a  m anner t h a t ,  i f  0  
she c a r r i e s  o u t h e r  d u t ie s  in  th e  p r iv a t e  s e rv ic e  o f  
h e r  fa m ily , she rem ains  ex c lu d ed  from  p u b l ic  
p ro d u c t io n  and u n ab le  t o  e a rn ;  and i f  she w ants to  
ta k e  p a r t  in  p u b l ic  p ro d u c tio n  and e a rn  in d e p e n d e n tly  
she canno t c a r ry  o u t fam ily  d u t i e s .  And tl\e  w i f e ’s 
p o s i t i o n  i n  th e  f a c to r y  i s  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  w ives in  
a l l  b ra n c h e s  o f  b u s in e s s  r i g h t  up t o  m ed ic ine  and law .
The m odem  in d iv id u a l  fam ily  i s  founded on th e  open o r  
c o n c ea led  do m estic  s la v e ry  o f  th e  w ife , and modern 
s o c ie ty  i s  a mass composed o f  th e s e  in d iv id u a l  f a m i l ie s  
a s  i t s  m o le c u le s . In  th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  c a se s  
to d a y , a t  l e a s t  in  p o s s e s s in g  c la s s e s ,  th e  husband i s  
o b l ig e d  to  e a rn  a l iv in g  and su p p o rt h i s  fa m ily , and 
t h a t  in  i t s e l f  .g ives a - p o s i t io n  o f  suprem acy, w ith o u t 
any need  f o r  s p e c ia l  le g a l  t i t l e s  and p r i v i l e g e s .
W ith in  th e  fam ily  he i s  th e  b o u rg e o is  and th e  w ife  _____
r e p r e s e n t s  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  I n  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  w o rld , 
th e  s p e c i f i c  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  econom ic o p p re s s io n  
b u rd en in g  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  v i s i b l e  i n  a l l  i t s  sh a rp n e ss  
o n ly  when a i l  s p e c ia l  le g a l  p r iv i l e g e s  o f  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  
.c l a s s  have been  a b o lis h e d  and com plete  I f g a l  e q u a l i ty  o f
s
9
fa m ily , and s t i l l  
f a m ily , a  change 
p u b l ic  c h a r a c te r .  
I t  became a n r iv h
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b o th  c la s s e s  e s ta b l i s h e d ;  th e  d em o c ra tic  r e p u b l ic  does 
not do away w ith  th e  o p p o s i t io n  o f  th e  two c la s s e s ;  on 
th e  c o n tr a r y ,  i t  p r o v id e s ^ th e " c le a r  f i e l d  on which th e  
f i g h t  can  be jffm g h t-o u t. And in  th e  same way, th e  
p e c u l i a r  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  suprem acy o f  th e  husband over 
th e  w ife  in  th e  modern fa m ily , th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  c r e a t in g  
/ r e a l  s o c ia l  e q u a l i ty  betw een them , and th e  way t o  do i t ,
w i l l  o n ly  be seen  in  th e  c l e a r  l i g h t  o f  day when b o th  
p o s s e s s  l e g a l ly  com plete  e q u a l i ty  o f  r i g h t s .  Then i t  
w i l l  be p l a i n  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  c o n d it io n  f o r  th e  
l i b e r a t i o n  o f  th e  w ife  i s  to  b r in g  th e  whole fem ale sex  
back to  p u b l ic  in d u s t r y ,  and t h a t  t h i s  in  tu rn  demands 
th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  monogamous fa m ily  a s  th e  economic 
u n i t  o f  s o c ie ty  (Marx, E n g e ls , Lenin 5 S t a l i n ,  1975, 
p p . 39-40 j .
\
Marx and E ngels  (1846) to g e th e r  expounded th e  p h ilo so p h y  o f
h i s t o r i c a l  m a te r ia l is m , which h e ld  t h a t  ( 1 ) a l l  s o c ia l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l
r e l a t i o n s  a re  u l t i m a t e l y  e x p la in e d  by th e  m a te r ia l  co n d itio n s"  o f  human 
* *"
••
l i f e ,  and ( 2 ) th e  most b a s ic  m a te r ia l  c o n d it io n  i s  th e  econom ic s t r u c tu r e
( i . e . ,  th e  mode o f  p ro d u c tio n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  g o o d s). S ince  th e
' most fundam en ta l s o c ia l  r e l a t i o n  i s  t h a t  betw een men and women, th e
p o s i t i o n  o f  women i s  u l t im a te ly  e x p la in e d  by economic c o n d i t io n s .
F u rth e rm o re , Marx and E ngels b e l ie v e d ,
The f i r s t  d iv i s io n  o f  la b o r  i s  t h a t  o f  man and w ife  in
b re e d in g  c h i ld r e n  ___  The f i r s t  c la s s  an tagon ism  a p p e a r in g
in  h i s t o r y  c o in c id e s  w ith  th e  developm ent o f  th e  an tagon ism  
o f  man and w ife  in  monogamy, and th e  f i r s t  c la s s  o p p re s s io n  
w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  fem ale by th e  m ale s e x . Monogamy was a 
g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o g re s s .  But by th e  s id e  s la v e ry  and 
p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty  i t  marks a t  th e  same tim e  t h a t  epoch w hich, 
re a c h in g  down to  ou r d ay s , ta k e s  w ith  a l l  p r o g re s s  a ls o  a 
s te p  backw ards, r e l a t i v e l y  sp e a k in g , and d ev e lo p s th e  
w e lfa re  and advancem ent o f  one by th e  woe and subm ission  
o f  th e  o t h e r ,  i t  i s  th e  c e l l u l a r  form  o f  c i v i l i z e d  s o c ie ty  
which e n a b le s  us t o  s tu d y  th e  n a tu re  o f  i t s  now f u l l y  
deve lo p ed  c o n t r a s t s  and c o n t r a d ic t io n s .
The m arria g e  i s  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  c la s s  env ironm ent o f  
th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  i t  alw ays rem ains 
c o n v e n tio n a l ;  T h is  c o n v e n tio n a lism  o f te n  r e s u l t s  in  th e  
most pronounced  p r o s t i t u t i o n  -  som etim es o f  b o th  p a r t i e s ,  
more commonly o f  th e  woman. She i s  d is t in g u is h e d  from  a 
c o u r t i s a n  on ly  in  t h a t  she does n o t o f f e r  h e r  body f o r  
money by th e  ho u r l ik e  a  commodity, b u t  s e l l s  i t  i n to  
s la v e r y  f o r  once and f o r * a l l .  F o u r ie r ’s (1808) words h o ld
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
good w ith  r e s p e c t  to  a l l  c o n v e n tio n a l m a rr ia g e s :  'As in
grammar two n e g a tiv e s  make one a f f i r m a t iv e ,  so in  m a tr im o n ia l 
e t h i c s ,  two p r o s t i t u t i o n s  a re  c o n s id e re d  a s  one v i r t u e . '
Sexual love , i n  m an 's r e l a t i o n  to  woman becomes and can become 
th e  r u le  among th e  o p p ressed  c la s s e s  a lo n e , among th e  
p r o le T a r ia n s  o f  o u r day -  no m a t te r  w hether t h i s  r e l a t i o n  i s  
o f f i c i a l l y  s a n c t io n e d -o r  no t (A gon ito , 1977, p p . 281 -282).
In  E n g e l’ s and M arx 's  th e o ry , t h e r e f o r e ,  male domi'rtance i s  e x p la in e d
d i r e c t l y  in  te rm s o f  c l a s s .  E ngels a rgued  t h a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  form s o f
humkn s o c ie ty  a re  m atria rch a l--w o m en  a re  d om inan t. Male dom inance, and
p a t r i a r c h a l  fam ily  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  th e  p ro d u c t o f  h i s t o r y .  The developm ent
o f  p a t r i a r c h y  i s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  em ergence o f  c la s s e s  and s t a t e .
P a t r ia r c h y  has i t s  b e g in n in g s  in  th e  need o f  men to  p r o te c t  newly a c q u ire d
p r o p e r t ie d  i n t e r e s t s  (G iddens, 1982, p . 1 74 ). P a t r ia r c h y  r e f e r s  to  a
d o m estic  mode o f  p ro d u c tio n  in  which women exchange t h e i r  u n p a id  s e r v ic e s
f o r  t h e i r  upkeep . In  th is ’‘p e rs p e c t iv e  i t  i s  th e  m a rr ia g e  c o n t r a c t  th ro u g h
9
which th e  husband c o n t r o l s  th e  la b o u r  o f  h i s  w i f e . Marx f u r th e r  a rgued  
*
t h a t  p a t r i a r c h a l  r e l a t i o n s  a re  produced by c a p i t a l i s m  and fu n c t io n  t o  
se rv e  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  c a p i t a l ^ .  Both t h e o r i s t s  b e lie v e d  t h a t  th e  se x es
f
would become s o c i a l l y  e q u a l a s  soon as women became eco n o m ica lly  s e l f -  
s u f f i c i e n t  and no lo n g e r  had t o  c a re  f o r  c h i ld r e n  a t  home (S pencer, 1981,
p .  126).
C onsequen tly , c o n f l i c t  th e o ry , p a r t i c u l a r l y  Marx and E n g e l 's  th e o ry  
o f  p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty ,  i s  r e le v a n t  to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  phenomena o f  m a r i ta l  
ra p e  o r  se x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e . For exam ple, se x u a l r e l a t i o n s h ip s  i n  
w e s te rn  s o c ie ty  ap p e ar  t o  be i n e x t r ic a b ly  bound up w ith  economic 
r e l a t i o n s h ip s  o f  dependency and ow nersh ip , and v e ry  o f te n  th e y  in v o lv e  
some k in d  o f  t r a d e - o f f ,  c a lc u la t io n  o r  c o e rc io n . The m a r i ta l  rape  
s i t u a t i o n ,  th u s ,  i s  o n ly  one m a n if e s ta t io n  o f  th e  c o e rc iv e  s e x u a l i ty  t h a t  
p e rv a d e s  w e s te rn  c u l t u r e .  A lso , .the m a r i ta l  ra p e  s i t u a t i o n  a p p e a rs  to  be
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- an in e s c a p a b le  b y -p ro d u c t w i th in  th e  p a t r i a r c h a ^  system  i n  w hich fem ale 
s e x u a l i ty  i s  a  commodity, and in  which men can use t h e i r  re s o u rc e  
p o s i t i o n  and pow er, th e re b y  le a d in g  to  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t s  
betw een th e  o p p re s s o r  (husband) and th e  o p p ressed  ( w i f e ) .
2. Sym bolic In te r a c t io n is m
Sym bolic i n t e r a c t i o n i s t s  su g g e s t/ t h a t  th e  re sp o n se s  p e o p le  p e rc e iv e  
in  o th e r s  w i l l  a f f e c t  th e  way th e y  e v e n tu a l ly  f e e l  abou t th e m se lv e s .
>
They respond  t o  t h e i r  own b eh av io r-  in  th e  same way th e y  b e l ie v e  o th e r s  
a re  re sp o n d in g  to  them . Both Mead (1954) and Cooley (1902) th o u g h t t h a t  
th e  mere a n t i c ip a t io n  o f  group d e f i n i t i o n s  and r e a c t io n s  m ight in f lu e n c e  
th e  i n d i v i d u a l 's  s e l f - c o n c e p t io n  and b e h a v io r  ( F a r r e l l  § S w ig e r t, 1982).
Mead (1934) b e lie v e d  t h a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  does n o t e x p e rie n c e  th e  
s e l f  d i r e c t l y ,  b u t becomes an  o b je c t  to  h im s e lf  o r  h e r s e l f  by assum ing 
the  a t t i t u d e s  o f  p eo p le  w ith  whom he o r  she i n t e r a c t s .  The outcome o f  
t h i s  p ro c e s s  i s  a s e l f  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  " I , "  th e  "m e," and th e  
" g e n e ra liz e d  o t h e r . "  The " I "  i s  th e  resp o n se  o f  the* o rgan ism  to  th e  
a t t i t u d e s  o f  o th e r s  and i s  th e  b e h a v io ra l  component o f  p e r s o n a l i t y .  The 
"me" i s  th e  o rg an iz ed  s e t  o f  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  th e  s e l f  assum es a s  i t s  o w n ;^  
th e  p e r s o n 's  b e l i e f s  c o n c e rn in g  h i s  o r  h e r  p e r s o n a l i ty  and s o c ia l  and 
p h y s ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  com prise  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  s e l f .  Such a t t i t u d e s  
a re  a c q u ire d  from th e  " g e n e ra l iz e d  o th e r " —p eo p le  to  whom th e  in d iv id u a l
•#
looks f o r  in fo rm a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  p e rs o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  When th e  in d iv id u a l  
ta k e s  th e s e  a t t i t u d e s  as  h i s  o r  h e r  own, s e l f - c o n c e p t  and b e h a v io ra l  
. p a t t e r n s  emerge ( F a r r e l l  5 S w ig e r t, 19S 2).
Cooley (1902) m a in ta in e d  t h a t  "aw areness o f  s e l f "  i s  .made p o s s ib le  by 
th e  sym bolic  com m unication o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  w ith  s i g n i f i c a n t  o th e r s .




Thus, " s o c ie ty "  and " in d iv id u a l” do n o t d en o te  s e p a ra b le  phenomena, b u t 
a re  s im p ly f c o l le c t iv e  and d i s t r i b u t i v e  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  same th in g  (C ooley , 
1902).
C o o le y 's  (1902) d e p ic t io n  o f  th e  " lo o k in g - g l a s s - s e l f ” c a p tu re s
v iv id ly  th e  co n cep t o f  th e  s o c ia l  n a tu re  o f  " i d e n t i t y . ” D e fin in g  th e  
s e l f  a s  "a  system  o f  id e a s ,  drawn from com m unicative l i f e ,  t h a t  th e  mind
a tte m p t to  ta k e  s te p s  to  d e f in e  th e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  o th e r s .  The c e n t r a l  
im portance  o f  t h i s  p ro c e s s  i s  c a p tu re d  i n  a  p h ra se  t h a t  has  become c e n t r a l  
to  sym bolic  i n t e r a c t i o n i s t  p e r s p e c t iv e :  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n .
W. I .  Thomas (192S) c a p tu re d  th e  im portance  o f  t h i s  concep t i n  h i s  sim ple  
p ronouncem ent: " .If men d e f in e  s i t u a t i o n s  as  r e a l ,  th e y  a re  r e a l  i n  t h e i r
co n sequences” (Thomas, 192S, p .  5 7 2 ).
The a p p l i c a t io n  o f  Mead, Cooley and Thomas' th e o r i e s  a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e le v a n t  in  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  se x u a l developm ent and se x u a l i d e n t i t y  o f  
m ales and fe m a le s . For exam ple, boys and g i r l s  a re  b o rn  w ith  d i f f e r e n t  
re p ro d u c tiv e  p o t e n t i a l s .  The a d u l t s  who re c e iv e  them  in to  s o c ie ty  and 
who gu ide  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  i t ,  b o th  i n i t i a l l y  and l a t e r ,  a n t i c ip a t e  
th a t  boys and g i r l s  w i l l  come t o  have d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
when th e y  a re  a d u l t s ,  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  a re  s e x -a p p ro p r ia te  and t h a t  a re  
term ed sex  r o l e s .  The newborn baby does n o t ,  g e n e ra l ly ,  have an aw areness 
o f  h im s e lf  o r  h e r s e l f  a s  a  p e rso n  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  se x . In  th e  c o u rse  o f  
t im e , how ever, he o r  she w i l l  develop  such an aw areness , and p e rv a s iv e  
sense  o f  s e l f  a s  a member o f  one sex  o r  th e  o th e r .  T h is  i s  a p e r s o n 's
c h e r is h e s  as  i t s  own" (C ooley, 1902).
\ The d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  a ls o  an  e x tre m e ly  im p o rta n t
S ince we do d e f in e
th e  w orld  we a c t  i n ,  and s in c e  most o f  u s  know t h a t ,  th e n  we may w e ll
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se x u a l i d e n t i t y ,  which ac co rd in g  to  Y o rb u rg 's  (1974) d e f i n i t i o n  (which i s  
c o n s is te n t  w ith  Mead, Cooley 5 Thomas' th e o r io s )  i s ,  " th e  image o f  s e l f  
a s  a male o r  fem ale  and c o n v ic t io n s  abou t what membership in  t h a t  group - 
im p l ie s .  S exual i d e n t i t y ,  th e  i n d i v i d u a l 's  b a s ic ,  s e x -ty p e d  s e l f  im age, 
i s  b u i l t  up g ra d u a l ly  from  e a r ly  in fa n c y . I t  i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  le a r n e d - 
c o n c e p tio n s  ab o u t th e  s e l f ,  a s  a  male o r  a s  a fe m a le . I t  in c lu d e s
b e l i e f s  ab o u t how one ought to  th in k ,  a c t ,  and f e e l  by v i r t u e  o f  h av in g
been  b o m  male o r  fem a le . I t  in c lu d e s  le a rn e d  id e a l s  o f  m ascu line  and 
fem in ine  b e h a v io r  and th e  p ro p e r  a u th o r i ty  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  betw een th e  
s e x e s ” (Y orburg, 1974).
Y orburg (1974) f u r t h e r  m a in ta in s  t h a t  a  p e r s o n 's  se x u a l i d e n t i t y  may
be view ed a s  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r  i d e n t i t y ,  which i s :
th e  t o t a l  c o n c e p tio n  t h a t  p e o p le  have o f  who th e y  a r e .
I t  in c lu d e s  a l l  th e  b e l i e f s  t h a t  make up th e  i n d iv i d u a l 's
c o n c e p tio n  o f  s e l f .  I t  a l s o  in c lu d e s  th e  b e l i e f s  t h a t  .. 
d e te rm in e  s e l f  c o n fid en ce  and s e l f  e s te e m . I d e n t i ty  is~ ' ‘ 
th e  p ro d u c t o f  th e  r o le s  in d iv id u a l s  have p lay e d  and th e  
d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  s e l f  c o n ta in e d  in  th e s e  r o le s  (1 9 7 4 ).
A.
A ccording  to  E lk in  and Handel (197S) th e  p e rso n s  who s o c ia l iz e  
c h i ld r e n  a tte m p t to  le a d  boys and g i r l s  to  dev e lo p  s e x -a p p ro p r ia te  
i d e n t i t i e s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  w hatever s ta n d a rd s  o f  a p p ro p r ia te n e s s  a re  c u r r e n t  
in  th e  s o c ie ty  and in  th e  groups to  which th e y  b e lo n g  o r  r e f e r .  For t h e i r  
p a r t ,  c h i ld r e n  make t h e i r  own o b s e rv a t io n s  o f  th e  s o c ia l  l i f e  t h a t  ta k e s  
p la c e  around them  and c o n tr ib u te  to  t h e i r  own se x u a l i d e n t i t y  and th e  
developm ent o f  sex  r o le s  a re  p a r t  o f  th e  same complex p ro c e s s .
From th e  sybm olic  i n t e r a c t i o n i s t  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Mead, 
Cooley and Thomas, th e n  p e r s o n a l - id e n t i ty  ( in c lu d in g  o n e 's  se x u a l 
i d e n t i t y )  and s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i t s e l f  a re  view ed a s  b e in g  s y m b o lic a lly  
c o n s tru c te d  th ro u g h  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  ongoing  i n t e r a c t i o n .  The norms, 
s ta n d a rd s ,  and e x p e c ta t io n s  t h a t  gu ide  human b e h a v io r  a re  imposed on
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in d iv id u a ls*  from w ith o u t,  b u t emerge g ra d u a l ly  from w ith in  th e  group 
i t s e l f .  As p eo p le  i n t e r a c t  w ith  each  o th e r ,  common m eanings a re  
e s ta b l i s h e d  among them . S o c ie ty , ' t h e r e f o r e . , . i s  p r im a r i ly  th e  p e r s i s te n c e  
o v e r tim e  o f  sh a re d  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  ( F a r r e l l  S w ig e r t,
i
1982). In  e f f e c t ,  th e s e  p e r s p e c t iv e s  a re  a l s o  r e l e v a n t  to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
th e  m a r i ta l  ra p e  s i t u a t i o n .  For exatap le , in  th e  c£se  o f  m a r i ta l  ra p e , 
th e  d e f i n i t i o n  w i l l  depend on who i s  d e s c r ib in g  th e  e v e n t—a male o r  
fe m a le . T h is  p ro c e s s  in  t u r n  a ls o  depends on how th e  in d iv id u a l  p e rc e iv e s  ■ 
h im s e l f /h e r s e l f  and how h e /s h e  b e l i e v e s  th e  o th e r  p e rc e iv e s  h im /h e r , in c lu d in g  
what t h a t  p e rso n  e x p e c ts  from h im /h er  and v ic e  v e r s a .
C onsequen tly , sym bolic  i n te r a c t io n i s m " is  a  p e r s p e c t iv e  t h a t  s e e s  
■humans a c t iv e ly  d e f in in g  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  and a c t in g  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  
d e f i n i t i o n s .  F u r th e r ,  humans a ls o  a tte m p t to  d e f in e  s i t u a t i o n s  f o r  o th e r s  
in  i n t e r a c t i o n .  To do so  i s  to  h e lp  d e te rm in e  th e  d i r e c t i o n  th e  
i n t e r a c t io n  t a k e s .  The p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  s e l f ,  "the m a n ip u la tio n  o f  tSb.. 
env ironm ent and th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  o th e r s  a re  a l l  ■attempts to  d e f in e  th e  
s i t u a t i o n  f o r  o th e r s  and a re  t h e r
J
r e l a t i o n  to  o t h e r s .  To lack  th e
w il l in g n e s s  to  d e f in e  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  to  p u t o n e s e l f  in  3  s i t u a t i o n  
where o th e r s  a re  try in g *  to  do th e  d e f in in g  and where o n e '.s ’dependence on 
o t h e r s '  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  in c re a s e d  (C haron, 1979, p . 145).
3 . S icon  Theory
One a tte m p t to  s y n th e s iz e  some m eaningfu l a s p e c ts  o f  sym bolic 
in te r a c t io n is m  (S I) and c o n f l i c t  th e o ry  has been  u n d e rta k en  in  a 
p re l im in a ry  f a s h io n  by W hitehu rst and Booth (19S0, 1985). T h is  s y n th e s is  
i s  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  SICON, in c o rp o ra t in g  e lem en ts  o f  c o n f l i c t  a ssu m p tio n s 
w ith  SI th e o ry  n o t io n s .
V
a tte m p ts  t o  e x e r t  power in  
a b » i t v .  th e  r e s o u rc e s ,  o r  t h 6
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S y m b o lic ^ in te r a c t io n is t  th e o ry  (S I)  n o rm a lly  makes a  p resu m p tio n  
th a t  p eo p le  a s  s o c ia l  'a c to r s  ten d  to  s h a re  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  number o f  common 
m eanings and sym bols t h a t  e n a b le s  them to  g e t  a lo n g , so lv e  problem s and 
to  c o n tin u e  s o c ia l  l i f e  to g e th e r .  In  th e  c a se  o f  d y ad ic  co u p le  r e l a t i o n s ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  where s e x u a l i ty  o c c u rs , such a s  in  m a rr ia g e , i t  i s  l i k e ly  t h a t  
th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ' s o c i a l i z a t i o n  can be c h a r a c te r iz e d  by d i f f e r e n t i a l  
s o c ia l i z a t i o n  e x p e r ie n c e s .  Couples f r e q u e n t ly  do n o t s h a re  a la rg e  
enough r e p e r to i r e  o f  m eanings and .sym bols t o  c r e a te  c o n tin u o u s  harmony 
(W h iteh u rst 5 B ooth, 1980).
T h is  approach  th u s  c a l l s  to  mind th e  im portance  o f  language and 
symbols a s  s h a re d , b u t n j t e s  t h a t  th e r e  a re  im p o r ta n t  a re a s  o f  non­
sh a red  m eanings le a d in g  to  p o t e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  th e  same 
s i t u a t i o n ,  such a s  th e  s e x u a l one.'
W h iteh u rst (1985) i d e n t i f i e s  f iv e  com ponents o f  th e  SICON th e o ry .
These a r e :  i )  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ;  i i )  d i f f e r e n t i a l  pow er; i i i )
d i f f e r e n t i a l  r o le - e x p e c ta t io n s ;  iv )  r o le  d i s ta n c e ;  and v) r o le  in c o n g ru i ty .  
I t  i s  th e  f i r s t  th r e e  •components t h a t  a re  o f  s p e c ia l  re le v a n c e  to  th e  
to p ic  o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e .
i )  D i f f e r e n t i a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n : P a ta  shows t h a t  th e  se x es  e x p e rie n c e
grow ing up and le a r n in g  c u l tu r e - c o n te n t  in  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  ways and th a t  
th e  fram es o f  r e f e re n c e  o f  fem ales o f te n  i s  a t  g r e a t  v a r ia n c e  from th e  
e x p e rie n c e s  and e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  t h a t  o f  t h e i r ‘male c o u n te rp a r t  
(W h ite h u rs t, 1985, p . 2 ) .
W h ite h u rs t ' s concep 't o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  f u r th e r  
su p p o rted  by W einreich  (1977) who s t a t e s  t h a t ,  " S o c ia l iz a t io n  i s  th e  
t ra n s m is s io n  o f  b e h a v io r , r o l e s ,  a t t i t u d e s  and b e l i e f s  to  th e  nex t 
g e n e ra t io n . By d i r e c t  p r e s c r ip t i o n ,  by example and by im p l ic i t
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e x p e c ta t io n ,  a v a r i e ty  o f  p eo p le  i n  a  v a r i e ty  o f  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  in f lu e n c e  
th e  grow ing in d iv id u a l .  G ra d u a lly  th e  c h i ld  i n t e r n a l i z e s  what sh e /h e  has 
been  ta u g h t .  Becoming a p e rs o n  c ap ab le  ^>f fu n c t io n in g  a d e q u a te ly  in  th e  
s o c ie ty  in  which one l i v e s ,  i s  th e  d e s ir e d  end^ p ro d u c t o f  developm ent.
^ In  p r i n c i p l e ,  c h i ld r e n  o f  b o th  se x es  a re  b ro u g h t up a s  p e o p le ; in  
p r a c t i c e ,  gender i s  a h ig h ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  u p b rin g in g  and 
th e r e  a re  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  boys and g i r l s .  S o c ia l iz in g  
a g e n ts  ho ld  s te r e o ty p ic a l  b e l i e f s  abou t s e x -a p p r o p r ia te  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  
S e x - ro le  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  e x p e c ta t io n s  based  upon th e s e  b e l i e f s "  
(W ein re ich , 1977, p .  I S ) .
One example o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v id e n t  in  
th e  e a r ly  sex  e d u c a tio n  o f  young boys and g i r l s .  A ccord ing  to  Kahn (1982), 
when sex  e d u c a tio n  does o c c u r  i t  i s  u s u a l ly  accom panied by f e e l in g s  o f  
awkwardness and em b arrassm en t. T y p ic a l ly  th e  f a t h e r  t a k e s  th e  son o f f  to  
t a l k  abou t th e  " f a c t s  o f  l i f e , "  w h ile  th e  m other ta k e s  th e  d a u g h te r  in to  
a room to  d is c u s s  what i t  i s > to  "be a woman" (Kahn, 19S2, p .  234). Kahn 
a rg u e s  t h i s  s p l i t  betw een th e  s e x e s , o c c u rr in g  a s  i t  does a t  an age 
conducive  f o r  le a r n in g , does more to  a l i e n a t e  fem ales  and m ales th a n  to  
h e lp  them u n d e rs ta n d  each  o th e r .  L i t t l e  g i r l s  le a r n  t h a t  t h e i r  f a th e r s  
a re  u s u a l ly  rem ote and u n a v a i la b le .  They assume th a t  sex  i s  a to p ic  t h a t  
i s  n o t to  be d is c u s s e d  w ith  f a t h e r ,  even though th e y  may se n se  th a t  he 
would be c r i t i c a l  and p u n i t iv e  i f  he were to  le a r n  o f  h i s  d a u g h te r ’s 
se x u a l a c t i v i t y  (Kahn, 1982, p p . 22 4 -2 2 S ). Young m ales , on th e  o th e r  
hand, a re  ta u g h t t h a t  t h e i r  m others a re  to  be p r o te c te d  and removed from 
th e  r e a l i t y  o f  se x , t h a t  th ey  a re  pu re  and in n o c e n t c r e a tu r e s  whose 
a s e x u a l i ty  sav es  th e  w orld  from th e  predom inance o f  male l u s t . A dult 
m ales o f te n  encourage  t h e i r  sons t o  w ith h o ld  in fo rm a tio n  abou t t h e i r
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p h y s ic a l  deve lopm en ta l needs from t h e i r  m o th ers , j u s t i f y i n g  t h i s  
concealm ent by th e  f a c t  t h a t  "M other i s  above a l l  t h a t "  (Kahn, 1982, p p . 
224-225).. How o f te n  have we as  a d o le s c e n ts  and even a d u l t s ,  e x p re sse d  to  
someone th e  dism ay we f e l t  when we le a rn e d  t h a t  in  o rd e r  to  have c h i ld r e n  
o u r p a re n ts  must have "done i t " ?  A ccord ing  to  Kahn, th e  re a so n  t h a t  most 
o f  u s  f in d  i t  so d i f f i c u l t  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  o u r ,p a r e n ts  would a c tu a l l y  
engage in  i n te r c o u r s e . t o g e th e r  i s  t h a t  we have n ev er been ta u g h t to  
p e rc e iv e  th e  o p p o s ite - s e *  p a r e n t  a s  a s e x u a l b e in g  (Kahn, 1982, p . 2 2 5 ).
Boys and g i r l s  a re  b o m  in to  a s o c ie ty  t h a t  e x p e c ts  them to  become 
d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  peop le  and t o  occupy d i f f e r e n t  s t a tu s e s  b ecau se  th e y  
a r e  e i t h e r  m ale o r  fem a le . As B e tty  Yorburg (1974) s t a t e s ,  " In  a l l  
s o c i e t i e s ,  even th o se  in  which s e x - ty p in g  i s  n o t ex trem e , a  p e r s o n ’s b a s ic  
s t a t u s  -is t h a t  o f  male o r  fem ale , and t h i s  b a s ic  s t a t u s  d e te rm in e s  what 
o th e r  s t a tu s e s  th e  p e rso n  can o r  canno t h a v e ."  In  ou r s o c 'ie ty , many s o c ia l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  have been o rg a n is e d  on th e  assum ption  t h a t  g i r l s  grow up to  
become m others and homemakers, and boys would grow up to  become economic 
p ro v id e r s  (E lk in  8 H andel, 197S, p . 216).
The f a c t  th a t  boys and g i r l s  a re  p re p a re d  f o r  d i s t i n c t i v e  s ta tu s e s  
and s o c ia l  r o le s  means t h a t  th ey  a ls o  te n d  to  deve lop  d i s t i n c t i v e  
m ascu lin e  and fem in ine  i d e n t i t i e s .  W hile th e r e  a re  d i f f e r e n t  a n a ly s e s  o f  
how an'd why th e s e  i d e n t i t i e s  d i f f e r ,  th e r e  i s  w idesp read  agreem ent th a t  
th e  m ascu lin e  i d e n t i t y  in  our s o c ie ty  em phasices an o r i e n t a t io n  tow ard 
ach iev em en t, r e s t r a i n t  in  em o tio n a l e x p re s s io n , and a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s e l f -  
r e l i a n c e  (David 8 Brannon, 1976; E lk in  8  H andel, 1978; P le ck , 1976). The 
male s te r e o ty p e  i s  in s t ru m e n ta l ,  a c t i v e ,  s k i l l e d ,  t e c h n ic a l ly  com peten t, 
d i r e c t i v e  and e x p lo i ta t iv e .M e n  a re  ex p e c te d  to  be s u c c e s s fu l ,  and to  
su p p re ss  o v e r t  em otion (P leck  8 Sawyer, 1974).
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. - 'T h e  fem ale  i d e n t i t y  em phasizes b e in g  h e lp f u l  and s u p p o r tiv e  o f
c h i ld r e n ,  men, b o s s e s —what s o c io lo g i s t  J e s s i e  B ernard c a l l e d  " th e  a l l -
p e rv a d in g  f u n c t io n - s t r o k in g "  ( B e r n a r d ,  1 9 7 1 ) .  The fem ale s te r e o ty p e  i s
e x p re s s iv e ,  p a s s iv e ,  d e c o ra t iv e ,  m a n ip u la t iv e , non-com batant and non-
com petent o u ts id e  do m estic  and n u r t u r i n g . s i t u a t i o n s  (W ein re ich , 1977).
T his s te r e o ty p e  i s  r e in f o r c e d  by th e  in c lu s io n  o f  a n x ie ty - in d u c in g
p r e s s u r e s .  For exam ple, m arria g e  i s  g e n e r a l ly  re g a rd e d  a s  a s o c i a l l y
d e s i r a b le  g o a l,  and to  some e x te n t  a  symbol o f  p e rs o n a l s u c c e s s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  women (W ein re ich , 1977, p .  2 1 ) .
R u s s e ll  (1982) and Weis and Borges (1973) a rgue  th a t  th e  w eakness and
p a s s iv i ty  f o r  which fem ales  a re  s o c ia l iz e d  c o n t r ib u te  to  m aking them
p o s s ib le  rap e  v ic t im s .  The p a r a l l e l  argum ent i s  t h a t  men a re  s o c ia l iz e d
f o r , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  c o n tr ib u te -  to  making them p o s s ib le  r a p i s t s  (Hyde §
R osenberg, 1980, p p . 259 -260 ).
A g g ressio n , dom inance, power and s t r e n g th  a re  c o n s id e re d  p o s i t i v e
male t r a i t s .  Having been  s o c ia l iz e d  t o  be a g g re s s iv e ,  i t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t
th a t  men commit th e  a g g re s s iv e  crim e o f  r a p e .  Rape becomes a means o f
enhancing  and r e in f o r c in g  m a s c u lin i ty  (Hyde 5 R osenberg , 1980, pp. 260-
✓
261) .
F u r th e r  s u p p o rt  o f  t h i s  v iew p o in t comes from th e  f a c t  t h a t  in  one 
s tu d y  43% o f  ra p e s  were com m itted by p a i r s  o r  g roups o f  men (Amir, 1971). 
O ften  in  Such c a se s  th e  men o r  boys ap p e a r  to  be t r y in g  to  enhance t h e i r  
p e rc e iv e d  m a s c u l in i ty  (B lan ch a rd , 1959), and ra p e  i s  a way o f  acco m p lish in g  
th a t  (Hyde 5 R osenberg , 1980, p . 2 6 1 ).
i i )  D i f f e r e n t i a l  Pow er: Power, a s  e x e m p lif ie d  in  th e  a b i l i t y  to  c r e a te
a  d e s ir e d  outcom e, te n d s  t o  be m a n ife s te d  in  " S t r a t e g y  pow er" o r  
" S t r u c tu r a l  p o w e r."  S t r a t e g ic  power r e f e r s  t o  th e  a b i l i t i e s  le a rn e d  by
with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
each  sex  to  m a n ip u la te  th e  o th e r  a s  a fu n c t io n  o f  s o c ia l i z a t i o n  
(W h ite h u rs t, 198S, p,. 3 ) .  > Vj>
As a d o le s c e n t  boys le a r n  se x u a l power th ro u g h  th e  s o c ia l  e x p e r ie n c e
o f  t h e i r  sex  d r iv e ,  so  do g i r l s  le a r n  t h a t  th e  fo cu s o f  se x u a l pow er i s
m ale# Given th e  im p o rtan ce  p la c e d  on th e  m ale sex  d r iv e  in  s o c i a l i z a t i o n
%
o f  g i r l s  a s  w e ll  as b o y s, e a r ly  a d o le sc en c e  i s  p ro b ab ly  th e  f i r s t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  phase  o f  m ale i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  in  a  g i r l ' s  l i f e  and developm ent 
(B a rry , 1981; Kahn, 1982; K insey, 1955). W hile a  g i r l  may le a rn  a s  a 
c h i ld  t h a t  men—what th e y  do , th in k ,  and a r e —a re  more va lu ed  th a n  women, 
f o r  most - g i r l s  th e  f i r s t  d ram a tic  and d i r e c t - e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h a t  s o c ia l  
knowledge i s  l i k e l y  to  ta k e  p la c e  in  a d o le sc e n c e  when th e y  assume 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y - 'f o r  and le a r n  to  become re s p o n s iv e  to  th e  seem ing ly  
u n c o n tr o l la b le  sex  d r iv e  o f  a d o le s c e n t b o y s . As a young g i r l  becomes 
aw are o f  h e r  own in c r e a s in g  se x u a l f e e l in g s ,  she  le a r n s  to  u n d e rs ta n d  
them , p r im a r i ly  in  th e  c o n te x t o f  th e  b o y 's  sex  d r iv e .  In  re sp o n se  to  th e  
. d i c t a t e s  o f  com pulsory  h e te r o s e x u a l i ty ,  she tu r n s  away from h e r  
h e re to fo r e  p rim a ry  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  g i r l  f r i e n d s .  As th e y  become 
secondary  to  h e r ,  r e c e d in g  in  im portance  in  h e r  l i f e ,  h e r  own i d e n t i t y  
a l s o  assum es a  seco n d ary  r o l e  and she grows in to  m ale i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
(B arry , 1981).
K insey (1953), one o f  th e  f i r s t  s e x o lo g is ts  t o  se e  sex  d r iv e  a s  
le& m ed b e h a v io r  and n o t an u n c o n tr o l la b le  u rg e  o r  i n s t i n c t ,  n o te d  t h a t  
" in d iv id u a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  re sp o n se  may depend a t  l e a s t  to  some e x te n t  on 
th e  p h y s io lo g ic  e q u ip m e n t,"  b u t he h a s te n e d  t o  add t h a t ,  " th e re  i s ,  
how ever, c o n s id e ra b le  re a so n  f o r  b e l ie v in g  t h a t  some a s p e c ts  o f  th e  
b e h a v io ra l  p a t t e r n  r e p r e s e n t  le a rn e d  b e h a v io r  w hich h as  become h a b i tu a l  
a f t e r  e a r ly  e x p e r ie n c e "  (1953, p p . 6 2 4 -6 2 5 ). O ther ev idence  s u g g e s tin g
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th e  e x te n t  t o  which th e  seem ing ly  u n c o n tr o l la b le  d r iv e  i s  a c tu a l ly  ^ lea rn ed  
comes from work done on p rem a tu re  e ja c u la t io n  in  c l i n i c a l  s e t t i n g s ,  such 
a s  t h a t  o f  M aste rs  and Jo h n so n .
The f i r s t  d e f i n i t i v e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  th e  f u l l y  developed, sex  d r iv e  a r e
«
in  a d o le sc en c e  when, a c c o rd in g  to  K insey , th e  tim e  betw een se x u a l 
s t im u la t io n  and re sp o n se  i s  s h o r te s t  (1953, p .  6 2 4 ). From th e  c u l t u r a l  
myths boys r e a d i ly  l e a r n ,  f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h i s  d r iv e  i s  one t h a t  must be 
f u l f i l l e d  becau se  i t  c an n o t be c o n ta in e d , and second , t h a t  th ey  have th e  
i m p l i c i t  r i g h t  t o  ta k e  g i r l s  and women a s  o b je c t s  t h a t  f u l f i l l  t h e  d r iv e  
(B a rry , 1981 ). W hile boys a re  e x p e r ie n c in g  and e x p e rim e n tin g  w ith  t h e i r  
s e x u a l i ty ,  th e  c u l tu r e  p ro v id e s  them  w ith  s u b s ta n t iv e  im ages o f  id e a l iz e d  
se x u a l e n c o u n te r ;  th e y  o f te n  le a r n  t h a t  th e y  m ust l i v e  up to  th e  macho 
male im age. As b o y s , grow ing in to  men, ex p e rim e n t w ith , t h e i r  s e x u a l i ty ,  
f r e e  from b o th  r e s t r a i n t  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h a t  mode o f  b e h a v io r  
becomes unchanged, th e  b a s i s  o f  a d u l t  male s e x u a l power (B a rry , 1981).
L earned , im p u ls iv e , u n c o n tr o l la b le  a d o le s c e n t  male sex  d r iv e  has
become f o r  many men th e  mode o f  t h e i r  a d u lt  se x u a l b e h a v io r . I t  i s
a r r e s t e d  se x u a l developm ent which stem s from a  s e x u a l i ty  t h a t  has  grown
*
beyond what was a c te d  o u t a t  age 12, 13, o r  14. A rre s te d  se x u a l 
developm ent d e f in e s  t h a t  c o n te x t fo r  a l l  a s p e c ts  o f  t h e i r  b e h a v io r  and i s  
p e r f e c t l y  co m p atib le  w ith  L o ch 's  (1972) ty p o lo g y  o f  v i o le n t  men. I t  
e x p la in s  th e  s e l f - c e n te r e d ,  e x p lo i t a t i v e ,  and b u l ly in g  b e h a v io r  t h a t  
c h a r a c te r iz e s  pim ps, p r o c u r e r s ,  r a p i s t s ,  and w ife  b e a t e r s .  These men 
have le a rn e d  to  ta k e  im m ediate g r a t i f i c a t i o n  and u l t im a te ly  any o th e r  form 
o f  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  w h a te v e r  way th e y  choose (B a rry , 1981). A rre s te d , 
s e x u a l developm ent stem s from th e  a d o le s c e n t s o c ia l  s i t u a t i o n  in  which 
boys le a rn  th a t  sex  i s  pow er. They a c t - - t h e  o th e r  must r e a c t  (B arry ,
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1981). They must f in d  th e  most d e s i r a b le  ro o t  o f  e x p re s s io n  f o r  som eth ing  
th e y  a re  n e v e r  ex p ec ted  to  c o n t r o l .  They f in d  t h a t  th e  fem ale  o b je c t  
th e y  choose f o r  se x u a l r e l e a s e  canno t sa y  no, o r  t h a t  even  in  s a y in g  no she 
r e a l l y  means yes (B a rry , 1981).
In  th e  c a se  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  powor, th e r e  i s  a  b a la n c e  t h a t  g e n e ra l ly  
fa v o rs  t h e  m a le s . T h is  comes>rfrom t r a d i t i o n ,  h i s t o r y ,  r e l i g i o n ,  
econom ics,' and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c tu r e s  (W h ite h u rs t, 1985, p . 3 ) .
Laws and Schw artz  (1977) c i t e  i f  one were to  i s o l a t e  th e  most 
p r e v a le n t  them e abou t human s e x u a l i ty  a c ro s s  h i s t o r y ,  i t  would be 
p a t t e r n s  o f  s e x u a l e x p re s s io n  a r e  shaped  around th e  needs and d e s i r e s  o f  
men. T h is  t y p i c a l l y  m eant t h a t  m en 's  s e x u a l i ty  was open ly  acknowledged 
and t h e i r  need f o r  se x u a l f u l f i l lm e n t  re c o g n iz e d . Women w ere a ls o  seen  
as  s e x u a l ,  b u t t h e i r  d e s i r e s  f o r  s e x u a l f u l f i l lm e n t  w ere n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  
v a l id a te d .  Throughout h i s t o r y ,  men have been  p e rm i t te d ,  a t  tim es  
r e q u i r e d ,  to  be s e x u a l;  b u t th e  p e rm iss io n  acco rded  to  women's se x u a l 
e x p re s s io n  has  v a r ie d ,  depend ing  on th e  p r e v a i l in g  c u l t u r a l  e th o s  (K aplan, 
1980). A ccord ing  to  Laws and S chw artz  (1977 ), th e  s o c i e t a l  image o f  
women's s e x u a l i ty  c o n s id e re d  women a s  non sex u al and women a s  h ig h ly  
s e x u a l .  Thus, women have been d ich o to m ized  in to  th e  V irg in  and th e  
Whore.
Im ages o f  male s e x u a l i ty  have a ls o  been d ich o to m ized , a lo n g  th e  
l in e s  o f  s e x u a l adequacy o r s e x u a l inadequacy  (F a s te a u , 1975). The 
s e x u a lly  ad e q u a te  man i s  one who i s  s u c c e s s fu l  in  a t t r a c t i n g  fem ale  
p a r tn e r s  and can  g iv e  p le a s u r e  t o  th e  woman w ith  whom he i s  making lo v e .
The a b i l i t y  t o  "perfo rm " s e x u a lly  i s  f r e q u e n tly  h e ld  f o r t h  a s  a  m ajor 
in d ic a to r  o f  "m a n lin e ss" : th e  s e x u a l ly  a c t iv e  man i s  a c co rd ed  r e s p e c t  and
even envy by h i s  p e e rs  (K aplan , 1980).
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The s e x u a l ly  in ad e q u a te  man, by c o n t r a s t ,  may f in d  h i s  m a s c u lin i ty  
i s  b e in g  q u e s tio n e d . The i n a b i l i t y  to  a t t r a c t  women, o r  problem s w ith  
o b ta in in g  and m a in ta in in g  an  e r e c t io n ,  can  become a  t h r e a t  to  a  man’s 
s e l f - e s te e m , o r  can  s e p a r a te  him from  h i s  more ad eq u ate  p e e r s .  T here i s  
even some ev id e n c e  t h a t  f e a r s  o f  se x u a l inadequacy  a re  a  p rim ary  so u rce  
o f  s u ic id e  in  a d o le s c e n t  m ales (F a s te a u , 1975).
C o n seq u en tly , th e  a n a ly s is  o f  s e x - r o le  e x p e r ie n c e s , a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by 
B arry  (1 9 8 1 ), K insey .(1953) and Kahn (1982) and th e  h i s t o r i c a l  image o f  
sex  i d e n t i t i e s ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by Laws and Schw artz (1977 ), Kaplan (1980) 
and F a s te a u  (1 9 7 5 ), a p p ear t o  su g g e s t t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  power may be 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  p o s s ib le  o c c u rre n c e  o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e /s e x u a l  assau lt* , in  
m a rr ia g e .
i i i )  D i f f e r e n t i a l  Role E x p e c ta t io n s : Due to  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n
and d i f f e r e n t i a l  pow er, perfo rm ance i n 'r o l o s  i s  s u b je c t  to  b e l i e f s  and 
‘a c t io n s  t h a t  a r e  u n l ik e ly  t o  meet th e  needs o f  th e  o th e r  sex  in  a number 
o f  s i t u a t i o n s  (W h iteh u rs t, 1985, p . 5 ) .  __
As we grow up we a c q u ire  a  wide ran g e  o f  a t t i t u d e s  tow ards s e x u a l i ty .  
Thebe a t t i t u d e s  in c lu d e  th e  v a lu e  we a t t a c h  t o  s e x u a l i ty ,  and a s e t  o f  
norms and e x p e c ta t io n s  r e g a rd in g  th e  m anner- IrT~which in t im a te  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  
a re  to  be a c te d  o u t . .  The norms and e x p e c ta tio n s  a re  c a l l e d  s e x u a l s c r i p t s  
(Gagnon, 1977; Gagnon 5 Simon, 1975 ). These s c r i p t s  d i c t a t e  many a s p e c t s ,  
o f  se x u a l i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  a p p ro p r ia te .s e q u e n c e  o f  b e h a v io rs  a t  
v a r io u s  p o in ts  in  o u r l i f e t im e  ( A l lg e ie r  5 McCormick, 1985). An example 
o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  r o l e  e x p e c ta tio n s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by M a rtin . M artin  
s t a t e s :
The r o le  o f  'w i f e ' and ’h u sb an d ' d id  n o t grow ou t o f  
b io lo g ic a l  r e a l i t i e s ,  b u t dev e lo p ed  w ith  th e  
p a t r i a r c h a l  n u c le a r  fa m ily . The co n cep ts  o f  m a s c u l in i ty
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and f e m in ity , which d e f in e  th e s e  r o l e s ,  c r e a te  very  
p o w erfu l e x p e c ta tio n s  as  t o  how women and men 's h o u ld ',  
b ehave, and th e s e  e x p e c ta tio n s  in  tu rn  r e in f o rc e  th e  
v a lu e s  upon which our c u l tu r e  i s  b a se d . Men a re  seen  
as  dom inant (and th u s  s t r o n g ,  a c t i v e ,  r a t i o n a l ,  
a u th o r i t a r i a n ,  a g g re s s iv e , and s t a b l e ) ,  and women as  
dep en d en t (and th u s ,  su b m iss iv e , p a s s iv e ,  and 
n o n r a t i o n a l ) . But th e se  r o le s  a re  n o t n a tu r a l  to  e i t h e r
s e x . In  modern s o c ie ty ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  a re a s  where th e
t r a d i t i o n a l  modes o f  l i f e  a re  ch an g in g , b o th  men and 
women a re  h a v in g 'd i f f i c u l t y  l iv i n g  up to  th e s e
a r t i f i c i a l l y  de te rm ined  r o l e s .  T here  i s  o f te n  an
im balance o f  e x p e c ta tio n s  r e l a t e d  t o  d isso n a n c e  and 
c o n f l i c t - p o t e n t i a l  in - th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I t  i s  no t 
d i f f i c u l t  to  see  how s e r io u s  c o n f l i c t  betw een s o c ia l  - 
e x p e c ta t io n s  and p e rs o n a l p re fe re n c e  m ight t e a r  a 
m a rr ia g e  a p a r t  (1976, p p . 4 3 -4 4 ).
Summary
The m a r i ta l  ra p e  s i t u a t i o n ,  a s  n o t e d , . i s  s o c i e t a l l y  s t r u c tu r e d  by .
th e  p re s c r ib e d  norms and r i g h t s  and o b l ig a t io n s  which d e f in e  th e  .ro le
e x p e c ta n c ie s  f o r  men and women, a n d ' e s t a b l i s h  th e  r u le s  by w hich th e s e
r o le s  r e l a t e  to  one a n o th e r .  M a r i ta l  r a p e , i n  which th e  man in v o lv e d  has
a p r e - e s ta b l i s h e d  r o le  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  th e  v ic t im , t h a t  i s ,  husband , i s
th e  c u lm in a tio n  o f  a c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n .  In  a  c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n  th e
p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f te n  s t r u g g le  to  i n t e r p r e t  th e  v e rb a l  and n o n v e rb a l g e s tu r e s
o f  th e  o th e r  and a s s ig n  them s o c ia l  m eaning w hich a llo w s a d e f i n i t i o n  o f
\  '
th e  s i t u a t i o n .  C o n f l ic t  s i t u a t i o n s  a re  c h a r a c te r i s e d  by m isc o n c e p tio n s  
and m is u n d e rs ta n d in g s , r e s u l t i n g  in  opposing  d e f i n i t i o n s  and th e  
n e g o t ia t io n s  and r e - n e g o t i a t io n s  o f  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  b e h a v io rs  
and th e  s i t u a t i o n  i t s e l f .  T h is i n t e r a c t io n  i s  o f te n  dependen t upon th e  
needs o f  th e  a c to r s  t o  m o ra lly  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  and b e h a v io r .  --
D i f f e r e n t  ra p e  e n c o u n te rs  a re  p e rc e iv e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  by d i f f e r e n t  
v ic t im s .  The sym bolic  meaning v a r i e s  from v ic t im  to  v ic t im .
From th e  fo re g o in g  th e o ry  th e  fo llo w in g  h y p o th eses  have been  d e r iv e d
♦
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from t h i s  s tu d y :
(1) men and women do no t f u l l y  sh a re  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " m a r i ta l
r a p e ” o r  " sex u a l a s s a u l t "  in  m arriag e ;
(2) women and men do no t f u l l y  sh a re  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  se x u a l
a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  a c c e s s , o r  d u ty  in  t h i s  v i t a l  sp h e re  o f  co u p le  i n t e r a c t io n ;
(3) women have e x p e rien c e d  and c o n tin u e  to  e x p e rie n c e  " se x u a l a s s a u l t  
in  m arriag e  o r  " m a r i ta l  r a p e ."  The o p e ra t io n a l iz e d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " m a r ita l  
ra p e "  o r  " se x u a l a s s a u l t "  in  m arriag e  r e f e r s  t o :  any se x u a l a c t
p h y s ic a l ly  fo rc e d  upon a m ale o r  fem ale , o r  co e rced  by t h r e a t  o f  b o d i ly  
harm , o r  fo rc e d  upon th e  m ale o r  fem ale when th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  h e lp le s s  
( f o r  exam ple, a s le e p ,  d ru n k , o r  d ru g g ed ); and
(4) men ten d  t o  p e rc e iv e  se x u a l a v a i l a b i l i t y  in  th e  sp h e re  o f  co u p le  
i n t e r a c t io n  to  be t h e i r  p r e r o g a t iv e  and le g i t im a te  r i g h t .





T h is  s tu d y  i s  an e x p lo r a to r y ,  d e s c r ip t i v e ,  o n e -tim e  c ro s s  s e c t io n a l  
su rvey  d e s ig n  w ith  a  nonrandom a c c id e n ta l  sam ple . The re s e a rc h  d e s ig n  
in v o lv e d  a  h y p o th e tic a l-d e v e lo p m e n ta l  o b je c t iv e ;  th e  re a so n  b e in g  th a t  
t h i s  s tu d y  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  f i r s t  s ta g e  o f  e x p lo r in g  b o th  men’s and women’s 
a t t i t u d e s ,  b e l i e f s  and r e a c t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  phenomena o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e /  
se x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e . F u r th e r ,  th e  u n d e r ly in g  assu m p tio n s in  t h i s  
s tu d y  a r e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  g e n e ra l  approach  o f  sym bolic  in te r a c t io n i s m .  
The sym bolic i n t e r a c t i o n i s t  approach  assum es t h a t  s o c ia l  r e a l i t y  i s  made 
up o f  sh a re d  symbols and c a te g o r ie s  in v o lv in g  s ig n s  t h a t  i n te r a c t in g  
in d iv id u a ls  u n d e rs ta n d  in  more o r  l e s s  th e  same way. By i n t e r n a l i z i n g  
th e s e  sym bols, p e o p le  become c a p ab le  o f  re c o g n iz in g  th e  w orld  around them 
and t h e i r  r o le  i n  i t .  I n d iv id u a ls  a c q u ire  b e l i e f s  and b e h a v io rs
a p p ro p r ia te  to  a g e , se x , c l a s s  and o th e r  im p o rta n t p o s i t io n s  th ro u g h  t h e i r
■ .  *
i n t e r a c t io n  w ith  s i g n i f i c a n t  o th e r s ,  and th e  developm ent o f  r e f l e x iv e  
r o le - ta k in g  adequacy . Thus, b e h a v io ra l  c a te g o r ie s  in  a  s o c ia l  system  a re  
de te rm in ed  by s o c ia l  d e f i n i t i o n ,  and b e h a v io r  comes t o  have p e rs o n a l 
m eaning f o r  group members th ro u g h  th e  sym bolic com m unications o f  th e s e  
d e f i n i t i o n s  ( F a r r e l l  § S w ig e r t, 1982).
Due to  th e  s e n s i t iv e  n a tu re  o f  t h i s  r e s e a rc h  and th e  l im i t a t i o n s  
imposed by econom ic and tim e  c o n s id e r a t io n s ,  th e  fo llo w in g  m ethodology was
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u sed : (1) a nonrandom sam ple; (2) s t r u c u t r e d  fo cu sed  in te rv ie w s ;  and ( 3 ) ‘
open and c lo s e d  ch o ic e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  ( d i f f e r e n t  fo cu s  o f  some q u e s tio n s  
fo r  m ales and f e m a le s ) . The m e th o d o lo g ic a l problem s e n c o u n te re d  in  t h i s  
s tu d y  a r e  d is c u s s e d  on page 128 in  Appendix E.
1. Nonrandom Sample
The sam ple in v o lv e d  25 c o u p le s  who a re  c u r r e n t ly  m a rr ie d  o r  l iv i n g  
to g e th e r .  These c o u p le s  v o lu n te e re d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h i s  s tu d y  v ia  
new spaper ads (Appendix F and G) and r e f e r r a l s  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u p le s .
In  th r e e  c a se s  re sp o n d e n ts  r e f e r r e d  o th e r  c o u p le s  who th e y  b e lie v e d  would
*«r
be i n t e r e s t e d  in  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  t h i s  s tu d y . A ll th r e e  c o u p le s  were 
c o n ta c te d  and d id  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h i s  s tu d y . The new spaper a d s , how ever, 
c re a te d  u n fo re se e n  p roblem s which a re  d is c u s s e d  on page 128 in  Appendix E.
The nonrandom sam ple was c r e a te d  a s  an e x p e d ie n t due to  th e  tim e and 
f in a n c ia l  l im i t a t i o n s .  The age o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  ran g e  from  19 y e a rs  to  
63 y e a rs  o f  ag e ; th e  modal age i s  35 . The le v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n  ranged  from 
e ig h th  g rad e  o r  l e s s  to  a u n iv e r s i t y  d e g re e , th e  modal le v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n  
b e in g  some h ig h  s c h o o l.  For exam ple, in  n in e  c a se s  (c a se s  r e f e r  to  one 
c o u p le ) , 36% o f  th e  c o u p le s  have th e  same le v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n ; in  e ig h t  
c a se s  (32%) th e  fem ale has a h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n  th an  h e r  p a r tn e r ;  
and e ig h t  c a se s  (32%) th e  m ale h as  a h ig h e r  le v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n  th an  h i s  
p a r t n e r . •
The o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  ran g e  from u n s k i l l e d  w orkers to  
p r o f e s s io n a l s ,  and in c lu d e d  homemakers and in d iv id u a ls  w ho .are  unem ployed. 
The modal o c c u p a tio n  was s k i l l e d  la b o u r e r .  In  15 c a se s  (60%) th e  m ales 
have h ig h e r  o c c u p a tio n  le v e ls  th a n  t h e i r  p a r tn e r s ;  fo u r  c a se s  (16%) th e  
fem ales have h ig h e r  o c c u p a tio n  l e v e ls  th a n  t h e i r  p a r tn e r s ;  and in  s ix  
c a se s  (24%) th e  c o u p le s  have th e  same o c c u p a tio n  l e v e l s .
Y ea rly  irtcomes ran g e  from  $5,000 to  $50 ,000 , th e  modal y e a r ly  income
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b e in g  $25 ,000 . In 17 c a se s  (6 8 %) th e  m ales have h ig h e r  y e a r ly  incomes 
th a n  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s ;  in  two c a se s  (8 %) th e  fem ales have h ig h e r  y e a r ly  
incom es th a n  t h e i r  p a r tn e r s ;  and in  s ix  c a se s  (24%) th e  c o u p le s ’ y e a r ly  ' 
incom es a re  th e  sam e.
R e lig io n  was com prised  o f  C a th o lic ,  P r o te s ta n t  and o th e r ;  th e  modal 
r e l i g io n  b e in g  P r o te s ta n t  m ales and C a th o lic  fe m a le s . In  lT  c a se s  (44%) 
th e  co u p le s  r e p o r te d  th e  same r e l i g io n ;  seven a r e  C a th o lic  and fo u r  a r e  
P r o te s t a n t .  In  14 c a se s  (56%) th e  c o u p le s ’ r e l i g io n s  d i f f e r .
The modal r a c e  i s  w h i te .  In  23 c a se s  (92%) th e  co u p le s  a r e  w h ite .
In  one case  (4%) th e  fem ale  i s  w h ite  and h e r  p a r tn e r  i s  C anadian b la c k ;  
in  one case  (4%) th e  fem ale  i s  w h ite  and h e r  p a r tn e r  i s  Canadian N a tiv e  •
•jy I n d ia n .
In  20 c a se s  (80%) th e  c o u p le s  d i f f e r  in  t h e i r  e th n ic  backgrounds; 
f o r  example (C anadian  P o l is h ,  Canadian I t a l i a n ,  Canadian E n g lis h ) ;  th e  
e th n i c i t y  modal b e in g  I r i s h  m ales and E n g lish  fe m a le s . In  fo u r  c a se s  
(16%) th e  co u p le s  a r e  Canadian F rench; in  one c a se  th e  coup le  i s  Canadian 
German.
The le n g th  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  ran g ed  from one y e a r  t o  3 5 .y e a r s ;  th e  
modal le n g th  b e in g  15 y e a r s .
2 . S tru c tu re d  Focused In te rv ie w s
E leven o f  th e  62 q u e s t io n n a ir e  item s f o r  th e  fem a le , and 14 o f  th e  
6'4 q u e s t io n n a ir e  item s f o r  th e  m ales were fo c u s e d - in te rv ie w  q u e s tio n s  
d e a lin g  w ith  th e  m ajor h y p o th e se s . (See A ppendices C and-D f o r  '* i te m s .)
The c o u p le s ’ c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  was a s s u re d , a s  w e ll as anonym ity .
Each coup le  was in te rv ie w e d  s e p a r a te ly ,  th e  r a t i o n a l e  b e in g  to  a llo w  b o th  
in d iv id u a ls  to  e x p r e s s - th e i r  p e rs o n a l b e l i e f s  and o p in io n s  con cern in g  
t h e i r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  fo rc e d  se x . T h is p ro ced u re  was accom plished  by one 
spouse  le a v in g  th e  room w h ile  th e  o th e r  spouse was b e in g  in te rv ie w e d . In  ,•
1
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two c a se s  one spouse  l e f t  th e  room and a ls o  tu rn e d  on th e  t e l e v i s i o n  in  
an a tte m p t not- to  o v e rh e a r  t h e i r  p a r t n e r 's  re s p o n s e s . These .two. c a s e s , 
how ever, c r e a te d  u n fo re s e e n  problem s which a re  d is c u s s e d  on page 130 in  
Appendix E. Length o f  in te rv ie w  ranged  from 20 m in u tes  p e r  p e rso n  t o , 60 
m inu tes p e r  p e rs o n ; th e  modal le n g th  b e in g  30 m inu tes p e r  .p e rso n .
3 . Open and C losed  Choice Q u e s tio n n a ire
T h is  e l i c i t e d  s ta n d a rd  s h e e t  d a ta  (se e  a b o v e ). F u r th e r  d a ta  were 
c o l le c te d  on: th e  management o f  f i n a n c ia l  a f f a i r s  a s  w e ll a s  w h o 'in  th e
r e l a t i o n s h ip  makes th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  d e c is io n s ;  p a r e n ta l  b ackg rounds; 
in fo rm a tio n  c o n cern in g  so u rc e s  o f  sex  e d u c a tio n  and th e  r e s p o n d e n t 's  
r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  h i s / h e r  p a r e n ts ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  re g a rd in g  s e x u a l 'ih a t te r s
For each  q u e s tio n  co v e red : r o le  perfo rm ance and e x p e c ta tio n s ,nwere
e l i c i t e d ;  a t t i t u d e s  co n c ern in g  s e x u a l accesis, d u ty , and a v a i l a b i l i t y . ;  
S p e c if ic  q u e s tio n s  were based  on t h e i r  re sp o n se s  r e g a rd in g  se x u a l 
c o e rc io n  and re sp o n se s  t o  c o e rc iv e  s i t u a t i o n s  which were covered  
e x te n s iv e ly  in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  (See A ppendices C 
and D f o r  th e  r e s p o n s e s .)  ” .
A lthough i t  i s  re c o g n ise d  t h a t  th e s e  m ethods a llo w  a number o f
. c r i t i c i s m s  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  a  more a d eq u a te  m ethodology im p lie d ^ in  t h i s  
k in d  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  th e  u n iq u en ess  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y , coup led  w ith  th e
a fo rem en tio n ed  l im i t a t i o n s ,  te n d  t o  j u s t i f y  th e  ap p ro ach .
■»
\  • •
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CHAPTER V
FINDINGS
The p u rpose  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  e x p lo re  w h e th e r o r  n o t men and women
r
sh a re  th e  d e f in t io n  o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t ;  s e p c i f i c a l l y ,  w h e th er o r  h o t th e y
s
acknow ledge th e  o c c u rre n c e  o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e , and w hether o r  
n o t th e y  have e x p e rie n c e d  m a r i ta l  r a p e .  The g u id in g  h y p o th ese s  in  t h i s  
s tu d y  a re  c o r r e la t e d  w ith  q u e s t io n n a ir e  i te m s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  h y p o th e s is .  
The n u l l  h y p o th e s is  i s  no t u se d ; th e  r a t i o n a l e  b e in g  th a t  th e  h y p o th eses  
t h i s  s tu d y  a re  e x p lo ra to ry  and s e rv e  o n ly  a s  g u id e l in e s .
The f i r s t  h y p o th e s i s . Men and women do n o t f u l l y  sh a re  th e  
■ d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " m a r i ta l  r a p e ” o r  " se x u a l a s s a u l t "  in  m a rr ia g e . The 
r e l a t e d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  item s in c lu d e  q u e s tio n s  2S-29 f o r  th e  fem ale 
re sp o n d e n ts  ( r e f e r  to  Appendix C, p.. 102 f o r  * i te m s ) ,  and 30-31 f o r  
th e  m ale re sp o n d e n ts  ( r e f e r  to  Appendix D, p p . 125-124 f o r  * i te m s ) .  
F in d in g s  e x p lo r in g  fem ale and m ale a t t i t u d e s  on th e  g e n e ra l
o c c u rre n ce  o f  m a r i ta l  ra p e  in d ic a te  o n ly  a m arg in a l le v e l  o f  d i f f e r e n c e
w /
(16%) in  b e l i e f s ;  8 8 % o f  th e  fem ales s ta t e d  se x u a l a s s a u l t  in . m arria g e
does e x i s t  and 72% o f  th e  m ales sh a re  t h i s  b e l i e f  (see  T ab le  1 ) . The
ex p re sse d  d eg ree  o f  co n sen su s among th e  fem ale and male re sp o n d e n ts  was
a ls o  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e i r  p e rc e p tio n s  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  freq u en cy  o f  m a r i ta l
rap e  in  which 8 8 % o f  th e  ^females s ta t e d  m a r i ta l  rap e  does on o c c as io n
o c c u r, and 80% o f  th e  m ales sh a red  t h i s  b e l i e f  (see  T ab le  2 ) .  The
46
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T able  }
Sex by B elief in  Sexual Assault
Do you b e l ie v e  se x u a l a s s a u l t  e x i s t s  in  m arriag e?
.Yes No T o ta l
Females 2 2 3 25
M ales 18 7 25
T o ta l 40 10 50
X\ =  2.0
Not s i g n i f i c a n t  (N .S .)
T ab le  2 ^
Sex by P e rc e iv e d  Frequency  o f  Sexual A ssa u lt
How o f te n does se x u a l a s s a u l t r e m a r r i a g e occu r'
O c c a s io n a lly Nev^r T o ta l
Fem ales 2 2 2 24
M ales 2 0 5 23
T o ta l 42 5 47
X 2 = 0 .244
Not s i g n i f i c a n t  (N .S .)
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e x p re sse d  d e g re e  o f  consensus among th e  sample p o p u la t io n  te n d s  to  
su g g e s t t h a t  women and men acknow ledge th e  o ccu rren ce  o f  s e x u a l a s s a u l t  
i n  m a rr ia g e , and a r e  a l s o  o f  th e  c o n v ic t io n . th a t  i t  i s  no t a f re q u e n t  
o c c u rre n ce  in  most m a r r ia g e s .
D if fe re n c e s  o f  b e l i e f s  among th e  fem ale and male re s p o n d e n ts , 
how ever, ap peared  in  t h e i r  e x p la n a tio n s  o f  why se x u a l a s s a u l t  e x i s t s  in  
m a rr ia g e . For exam ple, 40% o f  th e  fem ales were o f^ th e  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  
fo rc e d  sex  e x i s t s  in  m arriag e 'w h en ev er an  i n d iv i d u a l . i s  fo rc e d  to  have 
sex  a g a in s t  h i s  o f h e r  w i l l ;  on ly  16% o f  th e  m ales sh a re d  t h i s  
c o n v ic t io n .  A lso , 36% o f  th e  m ales s t a t e d  sex u a l a s s a u l t  in  m arriag e  
e x i s t s  o n ly  when th e  w ife  i s  b a t t e r e d ;  no fem ale sh a red  t h i s  b e l i e f .  The 
d i f f e r e n t i a l  e x p la n a tio n s  o f  why se x u a l a s s a u l t  e x i s t s  in  m arria g e  th u s  
s u p p o rts  th e  f i r s t  h y p o th e s i s - - th a t  men and women do n o t f u l l y  sh a re  th e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m a r i ta l  rap e  o r  s e x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e . For exam ple,
• male re sp o n d e n ts  appeared  to  a s s o c ia te  m a r i ta l  rap e  w ith  w ife  b a t t e r i n g ;
r
w hereas, fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  ten d ed  t o  d e f in e  m a r i ta l  rap e  a s  b e in g  no 
d i f f e r e n t  th a n  ra p e  p e r  s e .
The second h y p o th e s is . Women and men do no t f u l l y  sh a re  th e
N *
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  se x u a l a v a i l a b i l i t y , - a c c e s s  o r  d u ty  in  t h i s  v i t a l  sp h e re  o f  
c o u p le  i n t e r a c t i o n .
R e la te d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  item s in c lu d e  q u e s tio n s  10, 11, and 12 f o r  
b o th  fem ale and m ale re sp o n d e n ts  ( r e f e r  to  Appendix C, p p . 95-96 • 
and Appendix D, p p . 117-118 f o r  * i te m s ) .
F in d in g s  r e g a rd in g  se x u a l a v a i l a b i l i t y  and a c c e s s  in d ic a te  th a t  
women and men ten d  t o  sh a re  th e  same d e f i n i t i o n  (see  T ab les  3 and 4 ) .
The ex p re sse d  d e f i n i t i o n  in c lu d e d : (1) th e  woman sh o u ld  n o t be s e x u a l ly
a v a i l a b le  o r  a c c e s s ib le  f o r  h e r  p a r tn e r ;  th e  r a t i o n a l e  b e in g  t h a t  sex
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Table 5
Sex by B elief in  Sexual A vailab ility  to  Partner
Females - do you b e l ie v e  you sho u ld  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  sex  w henever he 
w ants i t ?
M ales -  do you b e l ie v e  your p a r tn e r  sh o u ld  be s e x u a lly  a v a i l a b le  f o r
se x  w henever you want i t ?
Yes No T o ta l
Females 10 15 25
Males 10 15 25
T o ta l 2 0 50 SO
X 2  =  0
Not s ig n ifica n t (N.S.)
I
T ab le  4
Sex by B e l ie f  in  Sexual A c c e s s ib i l i ty  t o  P a r tn e r
Females -  do you b e l ie v e  b e in g  m arrie d  o r  l iv i n g  to g e th e r  a s s u r e s  y o u r 
p a r tn e r  a c c e s s  to  sex  w henever he w ants i t ?
M ales - do you b e l ie v e  b e in g  m arried  o r  l iv in g  to g e th e r  a s s u re s  you 
a c c e s s  to  sex  whenever you want i t ?
Yes No T o ta l
Females 11 12 23
M ales 14 * 13 27
T o ta l 25 25 50
X 2 = 0.07S
Not s ig n ifica n t (N.S.)
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sh o u ld  be based  on a m utual c o n sen su s . T h is  sh a re d  d e f i n i t i o n  among 
a p p ro x im a te ly  h a l f  o f  th e  sam ple p o p u la t io n  te n d s  to  r e f l e c t  c u r r e n t  
s o c i e t a l  changes in  a t t i t u d e s ,  norm s, v a lu e s ,  b e l i e f s  and e x p e c ta t io n s  
re g a rd in g  sex  and m a rr ia g e ;  (2 ) th e  woman sho u ld  be s e x u a lly  a v a i l a b le  
a n d /o r  a c c e s s ib le  f o r  h e r  p a r tn e r .  In  t h i s  c a se  a h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  o f  
women compared t o  men e x p re sse d  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  th e  woman shou ld  be 
s e x u a lly  a v a i l a b le  a h d /o r  a c c e s s ib le  f o r  h e r  p a r tn e r ,  b ecau se  i t  p r e v e n ts  
him from se e k in g  sex  e lse w h e re . On th e  o th e r  hand , more men th a n  women 
a r e  o f  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  woman shou ld  be s e x u a l ly  a v a i la b le  a n d /o r  
a c c e s s ib le  f o r  h e r  p a r t n e r ,  because  t h a t  i s  h e r  o b l ig a t io n  to  him as  a 
w ife —t h a t  i s  h e r  c o n ju g a l d u ty . T h is  sh a re d  b e l i e f  among th e s e  
re sp o n d e n ts  te n d s  t o  r e f l e c t  p o s s ib le  t r a d i t i o n a l  e x p e c ta tio n s  r e g a rd in g  
sex  and m a rr ia g e .
The f in d in g s  e x p lo r in g  womeir's and men’s d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  sex  and d u ty  
in d ic a te  t h a t  th e y  do n o t f u l l y  sh a re  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  (see  T ab le  5 ) .  For 
exam ple, 60% o f  th e  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  s t a t e d  sex  was on o cc as io n  a d u ty , 
o n ly  36% o f  th e  m ale re sp o n d e n ts  sh a re d  t h i s  b e l i e f .  In  e f f e c t ,  f in d in g s  
show t h a t  women and men in  t h i s  sample sh a re  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s e x u a l 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  and a c c e s s , ' b u t d i f f e r  in  t h e i r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  sex  and d u ty ; 
th u s ,  on ly  p a r t i a l l y  s u p p o rtin g  th e  second h y p o th e s is .
The t h i r d  h y p o th e s is . Women in  t h i s  sam ple have ex p e rien c e d  and 
c o n tin u e  to  e x p e r ie n c e  " se x u a l a s s a u l t "  in  m a rr ia g e  o r  ’’m a r i ta l  r a p e ."  
The o p e ra t io n a l iz e d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " m a r ita l  r a p e "  o r  "sex u a l a s s a u l t "  in  
m arriag e  r e f e r s  to  any se x u a l a c t  p h y s ic a l ly  fo rc e d  upon a male o r  
fem a le , o r  co e rc e d  by t h r e a t  o f  b o d ily  harm , o r  fo rc e d  upon th e  m ale o r  
fem ale  when th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  h e lp le s s  ( f o r  exam ple, a s le e p , d ru n k , o r  
d ru g g e d ) .
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Table 5
Sex by B elief in  Duty
O c c a s io n a lly Never T o ta l
Fem ales 15 8 23
M ales 9 16 25
■Total 24 24 48
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R e la te d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  i te m s  f o r  th e  fem ale  re s p o n d e n ts  in c lu d e  
q u e s tio n s . 22-26 , and 30 ( r e f e r  t o  Appendix C, pp . 100-102 f o r  * i te m s ) .
F in d in g s  show t h a t  o f  th e  25 women in te rv ie w e d , 17 women ( 6 8 %)
Tiave e x p e rien c e d  and c o n tin u e  to  e x p e rie n c e  se x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e .
The ty p e  o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t  d esc rib ed - by th e s e  women ran g ed  from —
c o e rc io n , p h y s ic a l  f o rc e ,  v e rb a l  t h r e a t s  and t r i c k e r y ,  th e  modal re sp o n se  
■being c o e rc io n . Of th e  6 8 " o f  th e  fem ales  who e x p e rie n c e d  m a r i ta l  r a p e ,  
52% s t a t e d  th e  re a so n  why se x u a l a s s a u l t  o c c u rre d  was sim ply  because  he 
*  w anted se x ; 4% a f t e r  he had been d r in k in g ;  24% a f t e r  an argum ent; 4%
a f t e r  a d is c u s s io n  abou t h e r  u n w il lin g n e s s  to  have se x ; and 4% s ta t e d  i t  
o c c u rre d  when she was a s le e p .  The ex p re sse d  r e a c t io n s  re g a rd in g  th e  
se x u a l a s s a u l t  ranged  from ’ d e f e a t ,  f e a r ,  and c o n fu s io n . Two fem ales 
(S%) e x p re sse d  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h e i r  r a t i o n a l e  b e in g  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r tn e r  
was in  th e ^ r ig h t  to  fo rc e  them to  have se x . The r e a c t io n  o f  a l l  fem ales  
( 6 8 %) tow ards t h e i r  p a r tn e r ,  a f t e r  he had fo rc e d  them to  have sex  
in c lu d e d : lo s s  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  him (40%), th e  re a so n  b e in g  th a t  he d id
n o t r e s p e c t  t h e i r  d e c is io n  no t to  have sex ; 2 0 % s ta t e d  c o n fu s io n  abou t th e  
s i t u a t i o n ;  and 8 % s ta te d  a p p re c ia t io n  and r e s p e c t  b ecau se  th ey  were wrong 
n o t to  want to  have se x . The e x p re sse d  r e a c t io n s  o f  d e f e a t ,  f e a r  and 
c o n fu s io n  ap p ear to  r e f l e c t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  w ith  l i t e r a t u r e  based  on 
* b a t t e r e d  w ives and t h e i r  r e a c t io n  to  m a r i ta l  ra p e  and l i t e r a t u r e  based  on 
v i c t i m 's  r e a c t io n  to  s t r a n g e r  r a p e .
In  an a tte m p t to  f u r t h e r  e x p lo re  fem ale r e a o t io n s  o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e , 
th e  fem aI% ^respondent was asked  to  respond  to  a h y p o th e t ic a l  s i t u a t i o n  
in  which a w ife  i s  p r e s s in g  sex u a l a s s a u l t  c h a rg e s  a g a in s t  h e r husband. 
F in d in g s  in d ic a te  t h a t  among .the  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  who have e x p e rien ced  
^  m a r i ta l  ra p e  6 8 % ten d ed  to  respond  in  a  s u b je c t iv e  m anner. For in s ta n c e ,
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60% o f  th e  fem a les  s ta t e d  th e y  would be to o  em barrassed  to  p r e s s  
sex u a l a s s a u l t  c h a rg e s . They (60%) a l s o  ex p ressed  c o n cern s  abou t what 
t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  f r i e n d s  a n d /o r  p a re n ts  would th in k  o f  them , and were 
concerned  th e  husband would lo s e  h i s  jo b .  E ig h t p e rc e n t  acknowledged 
th e y  d id  n o t know what th e y  would d o , o r  how th e y  would r e a c t .
O ri'the  o t h e r j i a n d > 32% o f  th e  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  who e m p h a tic a lly  
s t a t e d  th e y  have n e v e r  ex p e rien c e d  m a r i ta l  ra p e  appeared  t o  respond  in  
an o b je c t iv e  m anner. For in s ta n c e ,  32% re p o r te d  th e y  would p r e s s  sex u a l 
a s s a u l t  c h a rg e s  p ro v id in g  th e y  had l e g i t im a te  c o u rse  to  do s o . The 
r e a c t io n s  to  th e  h y p o th e t ic a l  s i t u a t i o n  te n d  to  r e f l e c t  e i t h e r  one o f  
two b e l i e f s '.  One, t h a t  th e  consequences o f  p re s s in g  se x u a l a s s a u l t  
c h a rg es  a re  to o  g r e a t  and c o n se q u e n tly  to o  s t r e s s f u l .  A gain, th e s e  
re sp o n se s  a re  s im i la r  to  th e  re sp o n se s  o f  th e  b a t t e r e d  w iv e s ' r e a c t io n s  
to  m a r i ta l  r a p e ,  and th e  re sp o n se s  o f  v i c t im s ’ r e a c t io n s  to  s t r a n g e r  
r a p e .  S eco n d ly , th e  m in o r ity  o f  women (32%) in d ic a te d  t h a t  g iv en  rea so n  
o r  c a u se , th e y  would m ost d e f i n i t e l y  p u rsu e  sex u a l a s s a u l t  c h a rg e s  
a g a in s t  th e i r 'h u s b a n d s .  T h is  a t t i t u d e  te n d s  to  r e f l e c t  a  p o s s ib le  l i b e r a l  
id e o lo g y , p a r t i c u l a r l y  re g a rd in g  m a r i ta l  ra p e ;  and th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
dem o n stra ted  by th e s e  women (32%), te n d  to  r e f l e c t  a b e l i e f  in  e q u a l i ty  
betw een th e  s e x e s .
In  e f f e c t ,  a  h igh  p ro p o r t io n  o f  fem ales in  t h i s  sam ple a r e  v ic t im s  
o f  m a r i ta l  r a p e ,  th e re b y  su p p o rtin g  th e  t h i r d  h y p o th e s is .  The h igh  
o c c u rre n c e  o f  m a r i ta l  ra p e  o r  sex u a l a s s a u l t  in  m arria g e  among th e  
fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  te n d s  to  acknow ledge t h a t  s o c ie ty  p lay ed  an im p o rta n t 
r o le  in  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  a woman in  a  m a rr ia g e  s i t u a t i o n  was condemned to  
a l i f e  o f  su b m iss iv e  c o n ju g a l d u t i e s .  T h is  r e f l e c t s  th e  o ld  l e g a l  
system , t h a t  i s ,  th e  woman was phe h u sb a n d 's  p ro p e r ty ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  when
*
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th e  woman s a id  ” 1 d o ,"  she  gave up th e  r i g h t  to  say  " I d o n 't " ,  th u s  
r e i n f o r c in g ’th e  p a t r i a r c h a l  system .
The f o u r th  h y p o th e s is . Men in  t h i s  sam ple ten d  to  p e rc e iv e  se x u a l 
a v a i l a b i l i t y - t o  be t h e i r  p r e ro g a t iv e  and le g i t im a te  f i g h t .  The r e l a t e d  
q u e s t io n n a ir e  item  in c lu d e s  q u e s tio n  12 ( r e f e r  to  Appendix D, p .  118 f o r  
* i te m ) .
F in d in g s  su g g e s t t h a t  60% o f  th e  men a r e  o f  th e  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  
se x u aJ^ jiv a i-iab i 1 i t y  sho u ld  be based  on a  m utual co n sen su s . However, 40% 
s ta te d  t h e i r  p a r tn e r  sh o u ld  be s e x u a lly  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  sex  and th e  re a so n s  
b e in g  e i t h e r  ( 1 ) t h a t  i t  i s  h e r  o b l ig a t io n  a s  a  w ife  (32%), o r  ( 2 ) i t  
p re v e n ts  him from se e k in g  sex  e lsew h ere  ( 8 %). Thus, on ly  10 men o f  th e  
25 in te rv ie w e e s  a r e  o f  th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  se x u a l a v a i l a b i l i t y  i s  t h e i r  
p r e ro g a t iv e  and l e g i t im a te  r i g h t ,  th e re b y  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  s u p p o r t in g  th e  
second h y p o th e s is .  N e v e r th e le ss  t h i s  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  does n o t t o t a l l y  
d isp ro v e  th e  h y p o th e s is .
O ther f in d in g s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  in c lu d e d : (1) m a le s ' e x p e r ie n c e s  and
a t t i t u d e s  on m a r i ta l  ra p e ;  (2 ) re s p o n d e n ts ' d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  se x u a l
a s s a u l t ; ’ '(3) r e s p o n d e n ts ’ e v a lu a tio n s  o f  t h e i r  se x u a l fre q u e n c y , q u a l i ty
o f  t h e i r  se x u a l i n t e r a c t io n  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  sex  r e f u s a l ;  (4)
re s p o n d e n ts ' d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  th e  power s t r u c t u r e s in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip ;
(5) re s p o n d e n ts ' sex  e d u c a tio n ; and ( 6 ) r e s p o n d e n ts ' e v a lu a t io n  o f  t h e i r
<
r e l a t i o n s h ip .
(1) Male E x p erien ces^ an d  A t t i tu d e s  on M a r i ta l  R ape.
F in d in g s  in d ic a te  t h a t  o f  th e  Z S  m ales in te rv ie w e d  n in e  m ales (36%) 
have e x p e rie n c e d  s e x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e . A ccording to  th e s e  m ales 
(36%) th e  s e x u a l a s s a u l t  r e s u l te d  when" t h e i r  p a r tn e r s  had been d r in k in g . 
U n like  th e  fem ale  re s p o n d e n ts , th e  male re sp o n d e n ts  were n o t asked  to
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d e s c r ib e  th e  ty p e  o f  c o e rc io n  t h e i r  fem ale  p a r tn e r  em ployed; however, 
th e s e  men (36%) r e p o r te d  v e rb a l  abuse u s u a l ly  accom panied th e  se x u a l 
a s s a u l t  s i t u a t i o n .  Male re sp o n d e n ts  were f u r t h e r  q u e s tio n e d  on w hether 
o r  n o t th ey  had e v e r  p roceeded  to  have sex w ith  t h e i r  p a r tn e r s ,  knowing 
t h a t  th ey  d id  n o t want, to  have s e x . F in d in g s  show t h a t  80% o f  th e  men 
a d m itte d  to  fo rc in g  t h e i r  w ives to  have se x . Of th e  80%, 20% re fu s e d  to  
r e v e a l  th e  ty p e  o f  s e x u a l, a s s a u l t  th ey  em ployed; how ever, 52% re p o r te d  
c o e rc io n , fo u r  p e rc e n t  r e p o r te d  v e r b a l ' t h r e a t s  and p h y s ic a l ' f o r c e .
Among th e  80% who a d m itte d  to  m a r i ta l  ra p e , 24% r e fu s e d  to  r e v e a l  th e  
c o n d it io n  u n d er which th e  s e x u a l a s s a u l t  took  p la c e ;  28% s ta t e d  th e  
re a so n  th e  se x u a l a s s a u l t  o c c u rre d  was b ecau se  th e y  had been  d e p riv e d  o f  
sex  f o r  some tim e . E ig h t p e rc e n t  s ta t e d  i t  o c c u rre d  a f t e r  an argum ent, 
and 2 0 % s ta t e d  i t  o c c u rre d  a f t e r  a d is c u s s io n  ab o u t h e r  u n w il l in g n e s s  to  
have se x . E l i c i t e d  r e a c t io n s  among th e  80% o f  th e  m ale re sp o n d e n ts  who 
w ere aw jre  t h a t  th e y  fo rc e d  sex-upon  t h e i r  p a r t n e r  a g a in s t  h e r  w i l l  
in c lu d e d : 24% f e l t . t h a t  th ey  had ach iev ed  a  se n se  o f  c o n tr o l  o v e r  t h e i r
w iv es; 40% f e l t  t h a t  by fo rc in g  t h e i r  w ives to  have sex  th e y  had done 
n o th in g  wrong; and 16% a d m itte d  to  a  sen se  o f  s e x u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n .  These 
r e a c t io n s  ten d  to  r e f l e c t  th e  e lem ent o f  power a s  a component o f  se x u a l 
a s s a u l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  among th e  24% who r e p o r te d  a  se n se  o f  c o n tr o l  and 
th e  16% who r e p o r te d  a se n se  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  T h e ir, r e a c t io n s  tow ards 
t h e i r  p a r tn e r  in c lu d e d : 52% re p o r te d  she w anted i t ;  20% s'hid i t  Vas h e r
d u ty ;  and e ig h t  p e rc e n t  r e p o r te d  a p p re c ia t io n  f o r  sex u a l r e l i e f .  These 
r e a c t io n s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  th e  52% who c la im ed  "she  wanted i t , "  te n d  to  
r e f l e c t  th e  myth t h a t  a fem ale means "y e s"  when she  say s  " n o .”
Male re sp o n d e n ts  were a ls o  asked  to 'r e s p o n d  'to  a  h y p o th e t ic a l  
s i t u a t i o n  in  w hich 3  w ife  i s  p re s s in g  se x u a l a s s a u l t  ch a rg e s  a g a in s t  h e r
t B
husband—72% s ta t e d  th e y  would deny th e  c h a rg e s ,* th e  rea so n  b e in g  th a t
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th e y  d id  n o t 'b ea t h e r ,  24% s a id  th e y  would a c c e p t th e  c h a rg e s  p ro v id in g  
th e y  b e lie v e d  th e y  w ere a t  f a u l t —th e s e  m ales (*24%)^also ex p ressed  
c o n c e rn 'a b o u t lo s in g  th e  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  and fo u r  p e rc e n t  
s ta te d ^ th e y  d id  n o t know.- The e x p re sse d  r e a c t io n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  72% 
who s t a t e d  th e y  would deny th e  c h a rg es  because  th e y  d id . n o t b e a t t h e i r  
p a r tn e r s ,  te n d  to  im ply an a t t i t u d e  t h a t  m a r i ta l  ra p e  i s  p e rm is s ib le  
p ro v id in g  th e  husband does n o t b e a t  h i s  w ife . R e la te d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  
item s in c lu d e  q u e s tio n s  22-28 and 52 ( r e f e r  t c  Appendix D, pp . 121-123, 1 
f o r  * i t e m s ) .
(2) R esp o n d en ts’ D e f in i t io n  o f  Sextial A ssa u lt
F in d in g s  su g g est t h a t  a h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  women (84%) compared 
to  56% o f  th e  men b e l ie v e  fo rc e d  sex i s  se x u a l a s s a u l t .  The h ig h e r  
d e g re e  o f  consensus among th e  fem ale  sam ple ap p e ars  t o  su g g e s t t h a t  
w^men s h a re  a d e f i n i t e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  sex u a l a s s a u l t ,  w hereas re sp o n se s  
among th e  m ale sam ple show mixed b e l i e f s —56% s ta t e d  y e s , fo rc e d  sex  i s  
se x u a l a s s a u l t ,  and 44% s t a t e d ,  no , fo rc e d  sex i s  n o t se x u a l a s s a u l t .
In  an a tte m p t to  f u r t h e r  e x p lo re  men and women's p e rc e p tio n s  o f  
se x u a l a s s a u l t ,  re sp o n d e n ts  w ere asked  what a d v ic e  th e y  would g iv e  
in d iv id u a ls  abou t fo rc e d  se x , s p e c i f i c a l l y  (a) a s  a  p r e v e n t io n , (b) 
w h ile  th e  in d iv id u a l  was b e in g  a s s a u l te d ,  and (c) a f t e r  th e  in d iv id u a l  
had e x p e rien c e d  th e  sex u a l a s s a u l t .  F in d in g s show t h a t  a lth o u g h  both  
men and women r e g i s te r e d  com m unication as a  s o lu t io n  to  p re v e n tin g  fo rced  
se x , d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  b e l i e f s  a ro s e  in  what method th e  s e x u a lly  a s s a u l te d  
in d iv id u a l  shou ld  e x e r c is e .  For exam ple, 48% o f  th e  women were o f  th e  
c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  sh o u ld  ta k e  i t ,  w hereas 80% o f  th e  men 
su g g ested  th e  in d iv id u a l  shou ld  f ig h t  back . D if fe re n c e s  o f  o p in io n  a ls o  
ap p eared  in  what p ro ce d u re  th e  in d iv id u a l  shou ld  p u rsu e  a f t e r  having
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been a ssa u lte d --8 0 %  o f  th e  men su g g e s te d  th e  in d iv id u a l  seek  p r o f e s s io n a l
h e lp , on ly  48% o f  th e  women sh a re d  t h i s  c o n v ic t io n .  Twelve p e rc e n t  o f  th e
fem ales s t a t e d  th e  in d iv id u a l  sh o u ld  a c c e p t i t  and do n o th in g ;  no m ale
sh a re d  t h i s  b e l i e f .  The e x p re sse d  d i f f e r e n c e s  among th e  sam ple p o p u la t io n
ten d  to  r e f l e c t  p o s s ib le  g e n d e r - ro le  r e a c t io n s .  For exam ple, m ales ten d e d
to  r e a c t  a g g re s s iv e ly ,  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  g e n e ra l ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith
m a s c u l in i ty ,  w h ile  fem ales  e x p re s se d  p a s s i v i ty  and com pliancy ,
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  g e n e r a l ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  f e m in ity .  The r e l a t e d
q u e s t io n n a ir e  i te m s  in c lu d e  q u e s tio n s  27 and 52 f o r  th e  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts
( r e f e r  t o  Appendix C, p p . 101-103 ) and and 3 4  f ° r  th e  m ale __
resp o n d e n ts  ( r e f e r  to  Appendix D, p p . 123, 125).
(3) R esp o n d en ts1 E v a lu a ti o ns o f  t h e i r  Sexual I n te r a c t io n
. ^
F in d in g s  i n d ic a te  th a t  women and men te n d  t o  sh a re  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f
(a) s e x u a l fre q u e n c y , (b) q u a l i ty  o f  t h e i r  sex  l i f e ,  and (c ) sex r e f u s a l .  
However, f in d in g s  a ls o  show a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  re g a rd in g  th e  
c o n d it io n  u n d e r w hich an in d iv id u a l  has a  r i g h t  to  r e fu s e  s e x . For 
in s ta n c e ,  a h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  fem ales  (28%), compared to  m ales (S%), 
s t a t e d  th e y  had a  r i g h t  to  r e f u s e  sex  u n d e r any c o n d it io n , w hereas a 
h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  m ales s t a t e d  h i s  p a r tn e r  had a r i g h t  to  r e fu s e  sex  
when she was t i r e d  a n d /o r  s ic k  a n d /o r  ang ry  a n d /o r  w o rr ie d . Only 52% o f  
th e  fem ales  sh a re d  t h i s  b e l i e f .  T h e re fo re , from a 't h e o r e t i c a y p e i ^ e < f t i v e ,  
women and men te n d  to  s h a re  s im i la r  b e l i e f s  re g a rd in g  t h e i r  se x u a l 
freq u en cy  and in  r a t i n g  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  t h e i r  sex  l i f e ,  b u t in  r e & ii ty  
d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p in io n s  p e r t a in in g  to  when i t  i s  p e rm is s ib le  to  refu5<: sex  
may le a d  to  p o s s ib le  c o n f l i c t  in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip .  _ R e la te d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  
item s in c lu d e  q u e s tio n s  13, 14, 17, 18 f o r  th e 'f e m a le  and m ale re sp o n d e n ts  
( r e f e r  to  Appendix C, p p . 96-9S 3 nd Appendix D, p p . 118-120 ) .
>
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(4) R esp o n d en ts ' D e f in i t io n  o f  th e  Power S t r u c tu r e
F in d in g s  su g g e s t t h a t  among th e  sample p o p u la t io n  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  
c o u p le s  in d ic a te d  sh a red  d e f i n i t i o n s  co n c ern in g  th e  g e n e ra l  d e c is io n  
making p ro c e s s  and d e c is io n s  r e g a rd in g  f in a n c ia l  management in  t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h ip .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  co u p le s  a ls o  e x p re sse d  a sh a red  d e g re e  o f  * 
consensus w ith  r e g a rd s  t o  s h a r in g  dom estic  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and s h a r in g  
th e  same f r i e n d s .  The o n ly  d i f f e r e n c e  among th e  co u p le  sample was t h a t  
96% o f  th e  m ale re s p o n d e n ts  outw eigh  and a r e  t a l l e r  th a n  t h e i r  fem ale  
p a r t n e r s .  The re sp o n se s  t o  th e s e  q u e s tio n s  te n d  t o . r e f l e c t  t h a t  th e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  power a p p e a rs  to  be e q u a lly  d iv id e d , o th e r  th a n  th e
4
p h y s io lo g ic a l ’ a s p e c t ,  th u s  su g g e s tin g  a  f a i r l y  harm onious r e l a t i o n s h ip .  
R e la te d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  item s in c lu d e  3, 11, 12, S, 6 , and 7 f o r  b o th  th e  
•fem ale and m ale re sp o n d e n ts  ( r e f e r  t o  Appendix C, p p . 84, 87, 93-94 and 
Appendix D, p p . 107, 110, 115-116).
(5) R esp o n d en ts1 Sex E duca tion
*
F in d in g s  su g g e s t t h a t  women and men d i f f e r  in  t h e i r  so u rc e s  o f  sex
*•
e d u c a tio n . For in s ta n c e ,  52% o f  th e  fem ales r e p o r te d  t h e i r  m other 
in form ed them ab o u t s e x , and 40% o f  th e  m ales r e p o r te d  t h e i r  f a th e r  
inform ed them abou t s e x . S ix ty  p e r c e n t - o f  th e  m ales .sa id  th ey  le a rn e d  
abou t sex from  f r i e n d s ,  compared to  28% o f  th e  fem ale r e s p o n d e n ts , 
f in d in g s  f u r t h e r  i n d ic a te  t h a t  more women (60%) th a n  men (36%) b e l ie v e  
t h e i r  sex  e d u c a tio n  i s  in a d e q u a te . The d i f f e r e n t i a l  re sp o n se s  te n d  to  
r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  in  which g en d e r p la y s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
r o l e  in  an i n d iv i d u a l ’s sex  e d u c a tio n . The r e l a t e d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  item s 
in c lu d e  q u e s tio n s  13-15 f o r  b o th  th e  fem ale  and m ale re sp o n d e n ts  ( r e f e r  
to  Appendix C, p p . 91-92 and Appendix D, p p . 115-114 fo r  * i te m s ) .
(6 ) R e sp o n d e n ts ’ E v a lu a tio n  o f  t h e i r  R e la tio n s h ip s
F in d in g s  in d ic a te  t h a t  men tend  to  e v a lu a te  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip s
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s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  fem ale  re s p o n d e n ts . For exam ple, more men (40%)
compared to-women (24%) s t a t e d  t h e i r  e x p e c ta t io n s  had been  v e ry  w e ll  met
by t h e i r  p a r tn e r ;  w hereas more women (24%) th a n  men (4%) r e p o r te d  t h e i r
- e x p e c ta t io n s  had so  so  been met by t h e i r  p a r t n e r .  These re sp o n se s  te n d
to  r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  male and fem ale  p e rc e p tio n s  co n c ern in g
e x p e c ta t io n s  and m a rr ia g e . However, th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  r e p o r te d
t h a t - t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip ,  in  g e n e ra l ,  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  R e la te d
q u e s t io n n a ir e  item s in c lu d e s  q u e s tio n  4 fo r  b o th  th e  fem ale  and male
re sp o n d e n ts  '( r e f e r  to  Appendix C, p .  85 and Appendix D, p .  108 f o r  * ite m s)  . $ •
r
Summary
F in d in g s  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  M a jo r i ty  o f  women and men in  t h i s  s tu d y
-acknow ledge th e  o c c u rre n c e  o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e , and s h a re  th e
c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t a  f re q u e n t  o c c u rre n c e . The sam ple c o u p le s  a ls o
e x p re sse d  sh a re d  b e l i e f s  r e g a rd in g  s e x u a l  a v a i l a b i l i t y  <md se x u a l a c c e s s
' r  i n  m a rr ia g e , and ten d ed  to  e v a lu a te  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  in  g e n e ra l  as
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  However, d i f f e r e n c e s  ap p eared  among th e  fem ale  and m ale
re sp o n d e n ts  who acknow ledged th e  o c c u rre n c e  o f  s e x u a l a s s a u l t  in  t h e i r
r e l a t i o n s h ip s .  For exam ple: 1) More women (6 8 %) th a n  men (36%) a re
*
m a r i ta l  ra p e  v ic t im s .  2) More men (80%) a d m itte d  to  hav ing  on o c c a s io n
o
rap ed  t h e i r  w iv es , compared to  th e  number o f  fem ales (6 8 %) who a d m itte d  
* *
. ♦ t h e i r  husbands had on o c c a s io n  rap ed  them . 5) The modal male
*
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  why th e y  had. on o c c a s io n  rap'ed t h e i r  w ives was b ecau se
* 4
th ey  had been d e p riv e d  o f  sex  f o r  some tim e ; th e  moddl fem ale 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  why t h e i r  husbands had on o c c a s io n  raped  them  was 
( r e g a rd le s s  o f  t h e i r  o b je c t io n s )  t h e i r  p a r tn e r  sim ply  wanted se x . 4) The 
mod5T-male r e a c t io n  to  hav ing  rap ed  t h e i r  w ives was th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th ey  
h a d n 't  done a n y th in g  wrong. The modal fem ale r e a c t io n  to  h av in g  been
*
&
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s
s e x u a l ly  a s s a u l te d  by t h e i r  husbands was a  se n se  o f  d e f e a t  a n d /o r  f e a r  
a n d /o r  c o n fu s io n . 5) The modal m ale r e a c t io n  tow ards t h e i r  p a r tn e r s  
a f t e r  h av in g  rap ed  them was th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  th ey  w anted i t ;  th e  
modal fem ale  r e a c t io n  tow ards h e r  p a r tn e r  a f t e r  h e  ra p e d  h e r  was "a l o s s  
o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  him b ecau se  he d id  no t r e s p e c t  h e r  d e c is io n  n o t to  have 
s e x . C onsequen tly  th is _ s tu d y  shows t h a t  a lth o u g h  men and women a re  
aw are th a t" s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  e x i s t s  in  some m a rr ia g e s  th e y  do n o t p e rc e iv e  
t h e i r  own v i c t im iz a t io n  as a s e r io u s  p rob lem .
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CHAPTER VI
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION, AND IMPLICATIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 
D isc u ss io n
A lthough th e  re s e a rc h  on m a r i ta l  ra p e  a n d /o r  s e x u a l a s s a u l t  in
/
m arriag e  i s  l im ite d ,  a v a i l a b le  d a ta  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  i t  does e x i s t  and i s  one 
o f  th e  most common form s o f  se x u a l a b u se . For exam ple, R u s s e l l 's  (1982) 
s tu d y  showed t h a t  r e g a r d le s s  o f  a woman's a g e , e d u c a t io n , r a c e ,  
o c c u p a tio n a l s t a t u s  a n d /o r  r e l i g io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  one woman o u t o f  seven 
who has been  m arried  has been  rap e d  by h e r  husband a t  l e a s t  once and 
som etim es many tim e s  o v er a p e r io d  o f  many y e a r s .
The ty p e s  o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t  e x p e rien c e d  by th e  women in  R u s s e l l ’ s 
(1982) s tu d y  in v o lv ed  ra p e  by c o e rc io n  a n d /o r  p h y s ic a l  f o rc e ,  a n d /o r  
t h r e a t  o f 'f o r c e ,  a n d /o r  v e rb a l  t h r e a t s ,  a n d /o r  se x u a l a s s a u l t ,  which 
o c c u rre d  when th e  woman was h e lp l e s s .  The f in d in g s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  a re  
c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  R u s s e l l 's  (19S2) s tu d y , in  th a t  o f  th e  25 women 
interview e>d, a l l  w ere from  v a r io u s  dem ographic b ack g ro u n d s . Of th e  25 
women, 17 women re p o r te d  b e in g  rap ed  by t h e i r  husband on v a r io u s  
o c c a s io n s . The ty p e  o f  sexual, a s s a u l t s  r e p o r te d  by th e s e  women in c lu d e d  
c o e rc io n  a n d /o r  p h y s ic a l  f o rc e ,  a n d /o r  v e rb a l  t h r e a t s ,  a n d /o r  t r i c k e r y .  
O ther f in d in g s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  (u n lik e  any e x i s t in g  d a ta  t o  d a te )  in d ic a te  
t h a t  men a re  a ls o  m a r i ta l  ra p e  v ic t im s .
Of th e  25 men in te rv ie w e d , n in e  m ales r e p o r te d  b e in g  raped  by t h e i r  
wiVes, s p e c i f i c a l l y  when t h e i r  w ives were u n d e r th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  a lc o h o l .
61
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A ccording  to  th e s e  m ales, th e  ty p e  o f  c o e rc io n  used  by t h e i r  w ives was 
d e r ro g a to ry  v e rb a l  a b u se . These f in d in g s  show t h a t  th e  men and women in  
t h i s  s tu d y  d i f f e r  in  t h e i r  m a r i ta l  ra p e  e x p e r ie n c e s . That i s ,  th e  n in e  
male m a r i ta l  rap e  v ic tim s  b e lie v e d  t h e i r  se x u a l a s 's a u l t  e x p e rie n c e  
o c c u rre d  b ecau se  t h e i r  w iveshad been d r in k in g , w hereas o n ly  one o f  th e  17 
fem ale  m a r i ta l  ra p e  v ic tim s  c i t e d  t h i s  a s  an e x p la n a tio n , t h a t  i s ,  th e  
se x u a l a s s a u l t  e x p e rie n c e  o c c u rre d  b ecau se  h e r  husband had been d r in k in g .  
A ccording to  B ernard  (1982), "one e x p la n a tio n  o f  d is c r e p a n c ie s  betw een 
th e  re sp o n se s  o f  husbands and w ives may be th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  two 
’r e a l i t i e s , '  th e  h u sb a n d 's  s u b je c t iv e  r e a l i t y  and th e  w i f e 's  s u b je c t iv e  
r e a l i t y —two p e r s p e c t iv e s  which do n o t alw ays c o in c id e .  Each spouse 
p e rc e iv e s  ’ f a c t s ’ and s i t u a t i o n s 'd i f f e r e n t l y  a c co rd in g  to  h i s  o r  h e r  
n e e d s , v a lu e s ,  a t t i t u d e s  and b e l i e f s . "  These f in d in g s  a ls o  in d ic a te  th a t  
more women compared to  men a re  m a r i ta l  ra p e  v ic tim s  and su g g e s t c h a t a 
la rg e  number o f  ra p e s  a re  com m itted by n o n s tr a n g e rs .
i
F u r th e r  m a r i ta l  rap e  r e s e a rc h  in d ic a te s  t h a t  m a r i ta l  ra p e  and 
s t r a n g e r  ra p e  r e a c t i o n s  a re  s im i la r  to  th e  r e a c t io n s  o f  women who a re  
b a t t e r e d  and raped  by th e i 'r  h u sb an d s. F in k e lh o r  and YLlo (1983) found 
.r e a c tio n s  to  m a r i ta l  rap e  to  be o f  h u m il ia t io n ,  a n g e r , f e a r ,  c o n fu s io n , 
d e p re s s io n , d e f e a t ,  s e lf -b la m e , a s  w e ll a s  p h y s ic a l  symptoms o f  i l l n e s s .
O th e rs  have found a la c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  sex  a n d /o r  p rob lem s in  
m a in ta in in g  an e n jo y a b le  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  th e ^ p e r p e t r a to r  (F in k e lh o r  8 
Y llo , 1982; F r ie c e ,  1980; G e l le s ,  1979; R u s s e ll ,  1982). These r e s e a rc h e r s  
a ls o  m a in ta in  th a t  b e in g  rap ed  and b a t t e r e d  by o n e ’ s husband may be a  more 
t ra u m a tic  and d i s i l l u s i o n i n g  e x p e rie n c e  th an  b e in g  " b a t te r e d "  b u t no t 
rap e d , and t h a t  m a r i ta l  rape  may produce more n e g a tiv e  lo n g -te rm  e f f e c t s  
th a n  rap e  by a  s t r a n g e r  (Doron, 1980; F r i e t e ,  1980; R u s s e l l ,  1981).
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F in d in g s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  in d ic a te  b o th  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and ;
d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  w ith  th e  e x is t in g  d a ta .  The, s i m i l a r i t i e s  w ere t h a t  th e
17 women who r e p o r te d  a  m a r i ta l  rap e  e x p e r ie n c e  e x p ressed  a  s e n se  o f  f e a r
a n d /o r  d e f e a t ,  a n d /o r  c o n fu s io n  abou t t h e i r  m arita rl ra p e  e x p e r ie n p e . The
d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s  were t h a t  th e  17 fem ale m a r i ta l  ra p e  v ic t im s  d id  n o t
express a lack of, in terest in sex, but instead reported a loss  o f respect 
* • 
for th eir  partner because they Had not respected th e ir  decision not to
have sex  a n d /o r  a s e n se  o f  am b ig u ity  tow ards t h e i r  p a r tn e r  in  t h a t  a t  th e
tim e o f  th e  se x u a l a s s a u l t  th e y  f e l t  b o th  fove and h a te  f o r  them . A lso ,
u n l ik e  e x i s t i n g  m a r i ta l  ra p e  r e a c t io n s ,  th e s e  women m a in ta in e d  th e y  s t i l l
en joyed  h av in g  sex  w ith  t h e i r  p a r tn e r s  and th e y  e v a lu a te d  t h e i r  sex  l i f e
in  g e n e ra l as' s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  o c c a s io n a l  m a r i ta l  rap e
e x p e r ie n c e . The d i f f e r e n t - r e a c t i o n s  e x p re sse d  by th e s e  women, c o m p a red 'to
the litera tu re  on battered ,w ives’ reactions to  marital rape and the
l i t e r a t u r e  on s t r a n g e r  ra p e  r e a c t io n s ,  su g g e s t t h a t  a lth o u g h  th e s e  17
women acknow ledge th e  f a c t  th a t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  ha#£"t^ten v io la te d ,  th e y  do
n o t p e rc e iv e  t h e i r  o c c a s io n a l  m a r i ta l  ra p e  e x p e rie n c e  a s  a t h r e a t  to  t h e i r
c u r r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h is  in  tu rn  a p p e a rs  to  suggest- th a t  th e  more
in tim a te  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  th e  l e s s  s e r io u s  th e  c rim e.
E x is t in g  m a r i ta l  rap e  re s e a rc h  d ls o  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  p a t r i a r c h a l
V
system  i s  an im p o rta n t f a c to r  in  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  h igh  p re v e la n c e  o f  
s e x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e . For exam ple, e v e r  s in c e  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
m arriag e  was form ulated-, m a r i ta l  rap e  has been c o n s id e re d  a h u sb an d ’s 
r ig h t  and th e r e f o r e  u n p u n ish a b le  u n t i l  r e c e n t ly .  A ccording to  R u s s e ll  
(1982), F in k e lh o r  and Y llo  (1982 ), Hunt (1 9 7 5 ), C la rk  and Lewis (1 9 7 7 ), 
S h o r te r  (1975) and o th e r s  argue  th a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m arria g e  was 
desig n ed  to  e n su re  th e  husband e x c lu s iv e  se x u a l a c c e s s  to  th e  woman he
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m a rrie d , r e g a r d le s s  o f  h e r  w ish e s . The f in d in g s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  su p p o rt 
t h i s  e x p la n a tio n  in  t h a t  20 o f  th e  25 men in te rv ie w e d  re p o r te d  t h a t  on 
o c c a s io n  ( th a t  i s ,  when th ey  had been  d e p r iv e d  o f  sex  f o r  some tim e a n d / 
o r  a f t e r  a  d is c u s s io n  ab o u t h e r  u n w il lin g n e s s  t o  have sex) raped  t h e i r  ' 
w iv e s . Ten o f  th e s e  men-were o f  th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  th e y  d id  no t do 
a n y th in g  .wrong, and s ix  r e p o r te d  a  sense  o f  a c h ie v in g  c o n t r o l .  Four 
s t a t e d  an enhanced se n se  o f  s e x u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n .  These re sp o n ses  th u s  
te n d  to  r e f l e c t  th e  o ld  le g a l  and c u l t u r a l  b e l i e f s  t h a t  a  husband h a s  a  
r i g h t  to  have sex  w ith  h i s  w ife  whenever he so d e s i r e s ,  and te n d s  to  
r e f l e c t  th e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  th e  more in t im a te  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  th e  le s s  
s e r io u s  th e  p e rc e iv e d  c r im e . A lso , th e s e  re s p o n s e s  te n d  to  r e f l e c t  a  
p r e v a le n t  theme abou t human s e x u a l i ty  a c ro s s  h i s t o r y  in  which p a t t e r n s  o f  
s e x u a l e x p re s s io n  a r e  shaped around  th e  needs and d e s i r e s  o f  men. 
A ccord ing  to  Laws and Schw artz  (1977), t h i s  m eant t h a t  m en 's s e x u a l i ty  
was op en ly  acknow ledged and t h e i r  need f o r  se x u a l f u I f i 1Im e n t^ re co g n iz e d .
C onclu sion  and Im p lic a tio n s  f o r  F u tu re  R esearch
I t  has  been  su g g e s te d , a s  w e ll a s  su p p o rte d  by m a r i ta l  rape  r e s e a rc h
and by th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  from  th e  d a ta  t h a t  m a r i ta l  r a p e /s e x u a l  a s s a u l t
in  m arriag e  ( th a t  i s ,  any form o f  se x u a l i n t e r a c t i o n  fo rc e d  upon a  male
o r  fem ale a g a in s t  h i s / h e r  w i l l  by c o e rc io n , p h y s ic a l  f o rc e ,  t h r e a t ( s )  o f
p h y s ic a l  f o rc e ,  v e rb a l  t h r e a t s  o r  when th*e m a le /fem a le  i s  h e lp le s s ,  f o r  .
exam ple, a s le e p ,  drunk o r  drugged) e x i s t s  and i s  l i k e ly  to  co n tin u e  f o r  a
number o f  r e a s o n s . F i r s t ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  changes in  th e
C anadian c r im in a l  code w hich re c o g n iz e s  t h a t  se x u a l a s s a u l t  can o ccu r
betw een a husband and w ife , t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  a s  w e ll  a s - s o c ia l  and
c u l t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  have f o r  c e n tu r ie s  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  a  husband has a r i g h t
* •
to  have sex  w ith  h i s  w ife  w henever he so  d e s i r e s  and t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e
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w if e ’s  o b l ig a t io n  t o  h e r  husband i s  to  accommodate h e r  h u sb an d ’s se x u a l 
dem ands, th u s  m aking i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  men and women a l i k e  to  acknow ledge 
th e  o c c u rre n c e  o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t  in  t h e i r  own r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  For exam ple, 
f in d in g s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  in d ic a te  t h a t  a lth o u g h  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  acknowledge 
th a t  se x u a l a s s a u l t  e x i s t s  in  some m arria g e s  and s h a re  th e  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  
i t  i s  n o t a f re q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e , . men and women d i f f e r e d  in  t h e i r  
d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  why i t  e x i s t s  in  t h e i r  own m a rr ia g e , and d i f f e r e d  in  t h e i r  
m a r i ta l  ra p e  e x p e r ie n c e s .  F in d in g s  a ls o  i n d ic a te  t h a t  i t  was th e  f i r s t  
tim e  f o r  20 o f  th e  25 m ale re sp o n d e n ts  to  acknow ledge t h a t  th ey  had on 
o c c a s io n  rap ed  t h e i r  w iv e s . Nine o f  th e s e  m ales s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  had 
a c tu a l l y  been  v ic t im s  o f  ra p e  th e m se lv e s . A lthough no t to  th e  same d e g re e  
a s  t h e i r  male c o u n te r p a r t s ,  11 o f  th e  17 fem ale  m a r i ta l  ra p e  v ic tim s  
r e p o r te d  i t  was th e  f i r s t  tim e th ey  had r e a l i s e d  th e  f a c t  th a t  th ey  had 
been  s e x u a l ly  a s s a u l te d  by t h e i r  husband . These f in d in g s  th u s  in d ic a te  
t h a t  a  p la u s ib le  e x p la n a t io n  o f  why se x u a l a s s a u l t  e x i s t s  f o r  th e s e  men 
and women stem s from  th e  o ld  le g a l  and c u l tu r a l . id e o lo g y  t h a t  a woman i s
4
a m an 's  c h a t t e l  and s u g g e s ts  t h a t  e x p lo r in g  men and women's b e l i e f s ,  
a t t i t u d e s  and p o s s ib le  m a r i ta l  rap e  e x p e rie n c e  would be a  f r u i t f u l  avenue 
f o r  f u tu r e  r e s e a r c h e r s  to  c o n s id e r .
The .second re a s o n  why se x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m arria g e  i s  l ik e ly  to  
c o n tin u e , a c c o rd in g  to  f tu s s e l l  (1982), F in k e lh o r  and Y llo  (1985), and 
o th e r s  i s  due to  th e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  m ales and fe m a le s .
These r e s e a rc h e rs  a rg u e  t h a t  s e x - r o le  s te r e o ty p e s  around which b e h a v io r  
h a s  been  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o rg a n iz e d ,^ w h e re in  m ales a re  ta u g h t to  be th e  
se x u a l a g g re s s o r  and fem ales  a r e  tau g h t to  be p a s s iv e  sex  o b je c t s ,  
c o n t r ib u te s  to  th e  o c c u rre n c e  o f  sek u a l a s s a u l t  in  m a rr ia g e . F in d in g s  in  
t h i s  s tu d y  te n d  t o  s u p p o rt  t h i s  argum ent in  t h a t  r e s p o n d e n ts ' m a r i ta l
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ra p e  r e a c t io n s  appeared  to  d e m o n s tra te  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  commonly a s s o c ia te d
w ith , th e  fem ale  s e x - r o le  i d e n t i t y ,  h e lp le s s n e s s ,  and o f  th e  m ale s , who
re p o r te d  ra p in g  t h e i r  w iv es , ap p eared  to  d em o n stra te  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
commonly a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  male s e x - r o le  i d e n t i t y ,  b e in g  dom inant and
^ t h e  s e x u a l a g g re s s o r .  F in d in g s  a l s o  showed t h a t  men and women d i f f e r  in
t h e i r  so u rc e s  o f  sex  e d u c a tio n  and te n d  to  e v a lu a te  t h e i r  sex  e d u c a tio n
d i f f e r e n t l y .  For exam ple, o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  whose p a re n ts  d id  in form
them about se x , th e  women were inform ed by t h e i r  m other and th e  men were
inform ed by t h e i r  f a t h e r .  These f in d in g s  th u s  ten d  to  su p p o rt th e
•/
t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  re g a rd in g  sex  e d u c a tio n , and a c c o rd in g  to  Kahn (1982)
does more to  a l i e n a t e  m ales^and fem ales th a n  h e lp  them to  u n d e rs ta n d  one
- a n o th e r  a s  a se x u a l b e in g .
T h ird , F in k e lh o r  and Y llo  (1983 ), R u sse ll  (1982), G e lie s  (1979) and
o th e r s  i d e n t i f i e d  th r e e  re a so n s  why women subm it to  th e  se x u a l demands
o f  t h e i r  p a r tn e r s .  These a r e :  1 . Women a re  convinced  t h a t  because  th ey
/
* a re  p h y s ic a l ly  s m a lle r  th a n  t h e i r  p a r tn e r ,  th e y  a re  f ig h t in g  a lo s in g
b a t t l e ,  a lth o u g h  th e  fem ale m a r i ta l  rap e  v ic t im s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  d id  no t
s ta te -  t h i s  rea so n  p e r  s e , th e y  w ere c o n s id e ra b ly  s m a lle r  in  p h y s ic a l  s iz e
*
«»
compared to  t h e i r  husband . 2 . Women f e a r  a d d i t io n a l  a b u se —f iv e  o f  th e  
17 fem ale  m a r i ta l ' ra p e  v ic t im s  c i t e d  t h i s  r e s e a rc h . 3 . Women a re  
conv inced  th a t  r e f u s a l  to  have sex  i s  n o t j u s t i f i e d — two o f  th e  fem ale 
m a r i ta l  ra p e  v ic t im s  c i t e d  t h i s  r e a s o n .
O ther f in d in g s  in  t h i s  s tu d y  in d ic a te  th r e e  re a so n s  why men rap e  
t h e i r  w ives: ( i )  because  th e y  had been  d e p riv e d  o f  sex  f o r  some tim e;
( i i )  a fte r~ a n -a rg u m e n t w ith  t h e i r  wives., and ( i i i )  a f t e r  a d is c u s s io n  abou t 
t h e i r  w iv e s ’ u n w illin g n e s s  t o  have se x . E l i c i t e d  r e a c t io n s  tow ards t h e i r  
w ives a f t e r  th e y  had rap ed  them in c lu d e d : a b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e i r  Wives wanted
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to  -have se x  even though th ey  had r e f u s e d ,  a n d /o r  th e  a t t i t u d e  th a t  i t  was
t h e i r  d u t y . I t  i s  rec o g n ize d  th a t  th e  re a so n s  c i te d  by th e s e  m ales a re  not
in d ic a t iv e  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  male p o p u la t io n . However, th e s e  f in d in g s
su g g est t h a t  i t  would be advan tag eo u s t o  f u r th e r  e x p lo re  male b e l i e f s  and
a t t i t u d e s  c o n c e rn in g  why th e y  m ight c o n s id e r  ra p in g  t h e i r  w ives.. A nother
'S u g g es tio n  f o r  f u tu re  r e s e a rc h e r s  to  c o n s id e r  might in c lu d e  e x p lo r in g
w hether o r  no t fem ales  rap e  t h e i r  husbands o r  l i v e - i n  lo v e r s .
F in a l ly ,  th e  fo u r th  re a so n  why se x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m arria g e  i s  l i k e ly
to  c o n tin u e  i s  th e  n o tio n  by  some m ales t h a t  i s  i s  p e rm is s ib le  to  have
sex  w ith  a  woman a g a in s t  h e r  w i l l .  In  a famous scene  from th e  c l a s s i c
f i lm , Gone w ith  th e  Wind, C la rk  G able c a r r i e s  th e  s t r u g g l in g  V iv ian
Leigh ( S c a r l e t )  to  b ed .’ The n e x t m orning she awakens w ith  a sm ile  on h e r  ♦
fa c e  and love  in  h e r  h e a r t .  T h is  f i lm  and o th e r s  su g g e s t e r o t i c  and
ro m a n tic iz e d  im ages o f  conquest and su b m issio n  and g iv e  a f a l s e  p ic tu r e
o f  what se x u a l a s s a u l t  in  m arriag e  i s  r e a l l y  l ik e  in  th e  r e a l  w o rld .
T h is  s tu d y  su g g e s ts  t h a t  m a r i ta l  r a p e /s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  in  m arria g e  does
e x i s t ,  and t h i s  phenomena ap p e ars  to  be one th a t  i s  n o t r a r e ,  b u t r a th e r
•  ~
one th a t  i s  o f te n  re d e f in e d  b u t r a r e ly  d is c u s s e d . C o n seq u en tly , t h i s  
p re lim in a ry  s tu d y  was in te n d e d  to  encourage  f u r th e r  i n v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE FEMALE
1. Age
2 . Female Male
W eight _____________ H eigh t
4 . R e la tio n sh ip  s t a t u s :  m arrie d    l iv in g  to g e th e r_______
5 . E d u ca tio n : e ig h th  g rade  o r  l e s s  _____  some h ig h  schoo l __
some c o lle g e  * » _____  c o lle g e  g ra d u a te  __




S. R e lig io n : C a th o lic    P r o te s ta n t    O ther
9 . Race _____________________________________
I
‘10. E th n ic i ty  .
11. Who makes th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  d e c is io n s  in  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip ?  
w ife  ______ husband to g e th e r
12. Who manages th e  f in a n c e s?
w ife  _____  husband _____  to g e th e r
Time: ________p.m.________ a .m . ______ le n g th  o f  in te rv ie w ________
V
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1. How would you d e s c r ib e  your p a r e n t 's  r e l a t io n s h ip ?
v e ry  w ell p r e t t y  w e ll so  so n o t v e ry  w e ll
p o o rly read y  to  s e p a ra te
2 . How d id  th e y  a c t  tow ards one a n o th e r?  v e ry  w e ll
p r e t t y  w e ll so so n o t v e ry  w e ll . p o o r ly
re a d y  to  s e p a ra te  ______
5 . M o th e r 's  o c c u p a tio n ______________________________
F a th e r 's  o c c u p a tio n  ____________________________
4 . How much e d u c a tio n  does y o u r m other have ____________________________
How much e d u c a tio n  does your f a t h e r  have ____________________________
5. U su a lly  who managed th e  money d e c is io n s ?  m other _______ f a th e r _ __
6. Were you an on ly  c h i ld ?  yes ____  no   b r o th e r s   s i s t e r i
7. Did e i t h e r  one o f  you r p a re n ts  d is c u s s  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l r e l a t i o n s h ip  
w ith  you? y e s ;   n o -______
S. I f  y e s ,  how d id  you f e e l?
9. Did e i t h e r  o f  you r p a re n ts  d is c u s s  t h e i r  sexual r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith
you? y es  ____  no_____
10. I f  y e s , how d id  you f e e l?  ____
1-1. Do you b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  number o f  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  fam ily  was a
c o n tr ib u t in g  f a c to r  in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip ?  yes    no ____ __
12. Was sex  e v e r  a to p ic  o f  c o n v e rs a tio n  in  your p a r e n t s ' house?
alw ays ' o f te n    r a r e ly    n ev e r ______
15. Did e i t h e r  p a re n t  in fo rm  you abou t sex?  yes ____  no_____
14-. Where d id  you le a rn  abou t sex?  books   f r ie n d s  ____ r e l a t i v e
T.V. _____  o th e r
15. Do you f e e l  you r sex  e d u c a tio n  was in ad e q u a te ?  yes   no ____





1. How long  have you been m a r r ie d / l iv in g  to g e th e r?
2. Do you have any c h i ld r e n ?  yes  no  how many?  ages ____
3. How would you d e s c r ib e  your p r e s e n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  as  go ing  m ost o f  th e  
tim e? v e ry  w e ll  p r e t t y  w e ll  so so  . n o t v e ry  w e ll ____
4. How w  l y  have your e x p e c ta tio n s  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  been met by 
t h i s  p e rso n ?  v e ry  w e ll  p r e t t y  w e ll ____  so so '
\
n o t v e ry  w e ll p o o r ly  read y  to  s e p a ra te
i*
5 . '  How w e ll do you and your p a r tn e r  a g re e  ab o u t do ing  househo ld  c h o re s '
ve ry  w e ll  p r e t t y  w e ll   so so   n o t v e ry  w e ll  ____
p o o r ly  _____ read y  to  s e p a r a te  ____
6v  How w ell do you a g re e  ab o u t g e t t in g  shopp ing  done? we do i t
r-'
to g e th e r    we do i t  s e p a r a te ly   we ta k e  tu r n s
7. How much do you a g re e  on s h a r in g  th e  same f r ie n d s ?  v e ry  w e ll ____
■ p r e t t y  w e ll ■ so so  n o t v e ry  w e ll  p o o r ly  ____
read y  to  s e p a r a te
*  *  *
8 . How o f te n  do you go out w ith  th e  same f r ie n d s ?  alw ays o f te n
sometimes  now and^!Ken  n o t  o f te n   n e v e r  ____
9. How much do you a g re e  w ith  hav in g  a  n ig h t  o u t w ith  th e  g i r l s ?
very  w ell  p r e t t y  w e ll ____  so so  n o t v e ry  w e ll ____
p o o rly  ____  re a d y  to  s e p a ra te _____
10. Do you b e l ie v e  t h a t  b e in g  m arrie d  o r  l iv in g  to g e th e r  a s s u re s  your
p a r tn e r  " a c c e s s  to  sex "  w henever he w ants i t ?  yes ____  no_____
• EXPLAIN
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11. Do you b e l ie v e  t h a t  sex  i s  a d u ty ?  alw ays _____  som etim es
now and th en   n o t o f te n   n e v e r  -
EXPLAIN ' .
12. Do you b e l ie v e  you' sh o u ld  be a v a i la b le  f o r  sex  w henever he w ants i t ?  
yes ______ no _______ EXPLAIN_________   :_______________
13. How w e ll do ydS and your p a r tn e r  a g re e  as  to  th e  fre q u e n c y  sex  ought 
to  o ccu r?  v e ry  w e ll   p r e t t y  w e ll  .____  so so_____
n o t  v e ry  w e ll ____  p o o r ly  - re a d y  to  s e p a ra te  ____
14. How would you r a t e  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  your sex  r e l a t io n s h ip ?
v e ry  w e ll  p r e t t y  w e ll   so  so  _____  n o t v e ry _w e l l ._____
p o o r l y   re a d y  to  s e p a r a te  ____  '
t5 .  When you a re  u n in te r e s te d  in  se x , i s  i t  b ecause  you a re  (check a l l
• t h a t  a p p ly ) t i r e d   a n g ry  ____  s ic k   d e p re sse d  ‘ h u r t _ ___
w o rried  r e s e n t f u l  n o t tu rn e d  on
— : —  < — ■—  -------------------------------------------
♦
p a r tn e r  n o t a v a i l a b le  ____  h o ld in g  b e in g  s p i t e f u l  ____
p u n ish in g  him  don’t  f e e l  l ik e  i t  a f r a id  house g u e s t may
h e a r  o th e r
4 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
16. When you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  sex , i s  i t  b ecause-you  a re  (che'ck a l l  
«•
t h a t  a p p ly ) in  love  a ro u se d   w an ting  t o '  w an ting
a f f e c t io n   b o red    need ing  to  r e l a x  _____  f e e l in g  g u i l t y
w an t^ ig  t o  g e t  i t  o v ef w ith  ____  th in k in g  i t ' s  tim e   w an ting  a
0
fav o u r in  r e tu r n ,  o th e r
*17. Have you e v e r  r e f u s e d  to  have sex  w ith  you r p a r tn e r?  yes ____  no
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18- Under what c o n d it io n s  do you f e e l  you have a r ig h t  to  r e fu s e  your 
p a r tn e r  sex?
19. How o f te n  a re  you u n w il lin g  t o  have sex  o r  e x p re s s  l i t t l e  o r  no
i n t e r e s t ?  alw ays ____  som etim es  ‘now and th en    no t o f te n
n e v e r ____
2 0 . How do you f e e l  ab o u t t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  angry  ____  d e p re sse d ______
tro u b le d  ____  w o rr ie d   ^  f r u s t r a t e d _____ s u s p ic io u s  o f  a n o th e r
woman  o th e r  ________-_______________________________________
21. Under what c o n d it io n s  does t h i s  n e g a tiv e  re sp o n se  occu r?
'22 . Has your p a r tn e r  e v e r  p ro ceed ed  to  have sex  when you r e a l l y  d id  n o t
want to ?  alw ays som etim es now and th e n  n o t o f te n    v
n e v e r  ____
2-57 Did he e v e r  u se  c o e rc io n ?  v e rb a l  t h r e a t s ?
p h y s ic a l  fo rc e ?  ____  o th e r?
24 . Under what c o n d it io n s  d id  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  o ccu r?
t
a f t e r  an argum ent  a f t e r  consuming a lc o h o l
o th e r
«
•25. How d id  you f e e l  abou t i t  a f t e r ?  used  i s o l a te d  lo s s  o f
s e l f - r e s p e c t  _____  ta k e n  f o r  g ra n te d   d e fe n s e le s s   h u r t
t  d e p r e s s e d _____ .r e s e n t f u l  ____ o th e r  ________
26. How d id  you f e e l  tow ards y o u r p a r tn e r  a f te rw a rd s ?  lo s s  o f
r e s p e c t   h a tr e d   an g e r ____  f e a r   d e fe a te d  ____
o th e r  ^ ______________________
27 . Do you b e l ie v e  " fo rc e d  sex", i s  " se x u a l a s s a u l t " ?  yes  no
28. <£0.you b e liev e .V fo rc fed  sex" o r  " se x u a l a s s a u l t "  e x i s t s  in  m arriag e?  
yes ____  no   EXPLAIN _____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________f ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________'
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2 9 . Compared w ith  m ost p e o p le  you know, how f re q u e n tly  do you b e lie v e
fo rc e d  sex  o c c u rs?  a lw ays _____  som etim es   now and th e n  ____
h o t o f te n   n ev e r ____
30. L e t 's  say  you know a co u p le  and th e  w ife  i s  p r e s s in g  ch a rg e s  a g a in s t  
h e r  husband on th e  g rounds o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t .  What would be your 
r e a c t io n  i f  you were t h a t  w ife?  _________ ________________________
31. In what c o n te x t  have you had d is c u s s io n s  o f  fo rc e d  sex? f r ie n d s  
r e l a t i v e s  ____  p a re n ts _____ p a r tn e r   o th e r  ___________________
32. What a d v ic e  would you g iv e  to  in d iv id u a ls  abou t fo rc e d  sex?
i
a) a s  p re v e n tio n  ___
b) w h ile  b e in g  a s s a u l te s
c) a f t e r
35 . How would you make your r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e t t e r  i f  you were to  s t a r t  over 
a g a i n ? ______________________ ________________________________________
34. Do you have a n y th in g  to  add to  ou r d is c u s s io n  t h a t h e l p f u l  
w ith  t h i s  re s e a rc h ?
35. I f  th e r e  was a need to  conduct a n o th e r  s tu d y  to  f u r t h e r  t h i s  r e s e a rc h  
. ( l e t ' s  say  in  a y e a r  or- so) would you s t i l l  be w i l l in g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ?  
y es  ____  no ____
EXPLAIN
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E d u ca tio n : e ig h th  g rade  o r  l e s s
some c o lle g e  ______ c o lle g e  g ra d u a te
u n iv e r s i ty  g ra d u a te  _____
O ccupation
Income
l iv i n g  to g e th e r  -
  some h ig h  sch o o l _
  some u n iv e r s i t y
R e lig io n : C a th o lic
Race
P r o te s ta n t O ther
E th n ic i ty
Who makes th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  d e c is io n s  in  t h i s  r e l a t io n s h ip ?
w ife husband
Who manages th e  f in a n c e s ?  
w ife  husband
to g e th e r
to g e th e r
Time: p  • III • a* in. le n g th  o f  in te rv ie w
I
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1 . How would you d e s c r ib e  your p a r e n t 's  r e l a t i o n s h ip ?
v e ry  w e ll . p r e t t y  w e ll  so so   n o t v e ry  w e ll______
p o o r ly   re a d y  to  s e p a r a te  _____
2 . How d id  th e y  a c t  tow ards one a n o th e r?  v e ry  w e ll ______ p r e t t y  w e ll
so  so  _____   n o t v e ry  w e ll  p o o r ly    read y  to  s e p a r a te
5 . M o th e r 's  o c c u p a tio n  *
* ™ ~ - -
F a th e r 's  o c c u p a tio n  '________________________  .
V ,
4 . How much e d u c a tio n  does you r m other have _____________ _ _____ ..
How much e d u c a tio n  does  your f a th e r  have
5 . U su a lly  who managed th e  money d e c is io n s ?  m other ______ f a t h e r _ ____
6 . Were you an o n ly  c h i ld ?  yes  no  b r o th e r s   s i s t e r s  __
7. Did e i t h e r  one o f  y o u r p a re n ts  d is c u s s  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l r e l a t i o n s h ip  
w ith  you? yes  ____  no .■
8 . I f  y e s , how d id  you f e e l ?
9 . Did e i t h e r  o f  y ou r p a re n ts  d is c u s s  t h e i r  se x u a l r e l a t io n s h ip  w ith  
you? y e ^   no ____
10. I f  y e s , how d id  you f e e l ?  ___________________________________________
%    = = = = = =
11. Do:you b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  number o f  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  fam ily  was a
c o n tr ib u t in g  f a c t o r ' i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip ?  yes  ____  no ____
f 12. Was sex e v e r  a to p ic  o f  c o n v e rs a tio n  in  your p a re n ts*  house?
alw ays _____  o f te n  ______ r a r e l y  ______ n e v e r_______
13. Did e i t h e r  p a re n t  in fo rm  you abou t sex?  yes _____  no _ ___
14. Where d id  you le a r n  ab o u t sex? books ____  f r i e n d s   . r e l a t i v e
t ' *
T.V. ____  o th e r
15. Do you f e e l  y o u r sex  e d u c a tio n  was in a d e q u a te ?  y es  ____  no_____
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MALE RESPONDENT*
1 . How long  have you been m a r r ie d / l iv in g  to g e th e r?  ____________________ ‘
2 . .Do you have any c h i ld r e n ?  yes   no  how many?  ages ________
3 . How would you d e s c r ib e  your p re s e n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  a s  go ing  most o f  th e
tim e?  v e ry  w e ll  p r e t t y  w e ll   so so   n o t v e ry  w e ll ___
p o o r ly  ___  read y  to  s e p a r a te  ___
4 . How c lo s e ly  have y o u r e x p e c ta tio n  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  been met by
t h i s  p e rso n ?  v e ry  w e ll  p r e t t y  w e ll  ___  so so  ? n o t v e ry
w ell  p o o rly   re a d y  to  s e p a ra te  ___
5 . How w e ll do you and y o u r p a r tn e r  a g re e  ab o u t d o in g  househo ld  c h o re s?
v e ry  w e ll  p r e t t y  w e l l .  so so   n o t v e ry  w e ll  p o o r ly  ____ .
rea d y  to  s e p a r a te  ___
6. How w ell do you a g re e  ab o u t g e t t in g  shopping  done? we do i t
t o g e t h e r  we do i t  s e p a r a te ly   we ta k e  tu r n s
7 . How much do you a g re e  on s h a r in g  th e  same f r i e n d s ?  v e ry  w e ll _
p r e t t y  w e ll  so  so   n o t v e ry  w e ll  p o o r ly   read y  to
s e p a ra te  ___
8 . How o f te n  do you go o u t w ith  th e  same f r ie n d s ?  alw ays ___
som etim es  now and th en   n o t o f te n   n e v e r  ___
9 . How much do you a g re e  w ith  hav in g  a n ig h t  o u t w ith  th e  guys?
v e ry  w e ll  p r e t t y  w e ll  so so  n o t v e ry  w e ll p o o r ly
re a d y  to  s e p a r a te  ___
10. Do you b e lie v e  t h a t  b e in g  m arrie d  o r  l iv in g  to g e th e r  a s s u re s  you
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11. Do you b e l ie v e  t h a t  sex  i s  a d u ty ?  alw ays ___  som etim es____
now and th en   n o t o f te n  Vg e v e r  ___
EXPLAIN ___________________________________________________________________
12. Do you b e l ie v e  you r p a r tn e r  sh o u ld  be a v a i l a b le  f o r  sex  w henever you 
want i t ?  yes  no ___  EXPLAIN  .________________________ __
15. How w e ll do you and y o u r p a r tn e r  a g re e  a s  to  th e  fre q u e n c y  sex  ought
to  o ccu r ? -^every w e ll p r e t t y  w e ll   so so  n o t -v e r y  w e ll
p o o r ly  j   read y  to  s e p a r a te  _
14. How would you r a t e  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  your sex  r e l a t i o n s h ip ?
v e ry  w e ll  p r e t t y  w e ll  so so  n o t v e ry  w e ll ___
/
p o o r ly  ___  read y  to  s e p a r a te  ___
15. When you a r e 'u n i n te r e s t e d  in  se x , i s  i t  b ecau se  (check  a l l  t h a t
a p p ly ) t i r e d   angry  ___. s ic k   d e p re sse d    h u r t ____
w o rr ie d   r e s e n t f u l   n o t  tu rn e d  on  p a r tn e r  n o t a v a i la b le  ___
h o ld in g  o u t ___ ; b e in g  s p i t e f u l   p u n ish in g  h e r ____
d o n 't  f e e l  l ik e  i t    a f r a id  house g u e s t may h e a r  ___
o th e r  _______________________________________________________________________
16. When you a re  i n te r e s t e d  in  s e x , i s  i t  b ecause  you a re  (check a l l  t h a t
a p p ly )  in  love   a ro u se d   w anting  a f f e c t io n   bo red  ___
n ee d in g  to  r e la x   w an tin g  to   f e e l in g  g u i l t y  ___
w an ting  to  g e t i t  o v e r w ith  ___  th in k in g  i t ' s  tim e  ___
\  t
w an tin g  a fa v o u r  in  r e tu r n   o th e r   — -
17. Has your p a r tn e r  e v e r  r e f u s e d  t o  have sex? yes   no   i f  y e s ,
why? __________  .  _____  _____  _________
*
k
1 *. * i I
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IS . Under what c o n d it io n s  do you f e e l  you r p a r tn e r  Has a r i g h t  to  r e fu s e  
you sex?  ___________________ ,______________________________________________
19. How o f te n  does you r p a r tn e r  seem u n w il l in g  to  have sex  o r  e x p re s s e s
l i t t l e  o r  no i n t e r e s t ?  alw ays  som etim es  now and th e n  ___
n o t o f te n   n e v e r  ___
20. How do you f e e l  ab o u t t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  angry  ____ d e p re s se d ____
tro u b le d   w o rr ie d   f r u s t r a t e d   s u s p ic io u s  o f  a n o th e r  man  
o th e r  _______________________________________________________________________
21. Linder w h a t 'c o n d it io n s  does t h i s  n e g a tiv e  resp o n se  occu r?
22. Has y o u r p a r tn e r  e v e r  p roceeded  to  have sex  when you r e a l l y d i d  n o t
want to ?  a lw ays ___  som etim es • now and th en  n o t o f te n
n e v e r ___
23. Under^what c o n d it io n s  d id  t h i s  s i t u a t io n ,  occu r?  a f t e r  an
argum ent   a f t e r  consuming a lc o h o l  o th e r
.24'. Have you e v e r  p roceeded  to  have sex  w ith  HER when she r e a l l y  d i d n 't
want to ?  alw ays ___  som etim es  now and then   n o t o f te n  ___
■ n ev e r ___
25. Did you e v e r  u se  c o e rc io n  ____ v e rb a l  t h r e a t s   p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  ___
o th e r  __________ ____________________ ______________________________________
26 . Under w hat c o n d it io n s  d id  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  occu r?  a f t e r  an
argum ent ____ a f t e r  consum ing a lc o h o l  ____ o th e r  _______________________
27 . How d id  you f e e l  abou t i t  a f t e r ?  s o r r y  ____ in  c o n tr o l    d id  n o t
*
do wrong  m ascu lin e   a g g re s s iv e   your r i g h t   ___
o th e r
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28. How d id  you f e e l  tow ards your p a r tn e r  a f te rw a rd s ?  i t  was h e r
du ty  ____ she d eserv ed  i t ____  she asked  f o r  i t   she w anted i t  ___
o th e r  ______________________________________________________________________
29. Do you b e l ie v e  " fo rc e d  sex" i s  " se x u a l a s s a u l t " ?  yes ___  no ___
30. Do you b e l ie v e  " fo rc e d  sex" o r  " se x u a l a s s a u l t "  e x i s t s  in  m arria g e ?  
yes ____  no  EXPLAIN
31. Corapared^with m ost p e o p le  you know, how f r e q u e n tly  do you b e l ie v e  
___£orced sex  o c c u rs?  alw ays ___  som etim es   now and th e n ____
no t o f te n    n e v e r  ___
32. L e t 's  say  you know a coup le  and th e  w ife  i s  p r e s s in g  c h a rg e s  a g a in s t  
h e r  husband on th e  grounds o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t .  What would be y ou r 
r e a c t io n  i f  you were t h a t  husband? ____ ________________
33. In  what c o n te x t  have you had d is c u s s io n s  o f  fo rc e d  sex? f r ie n d s  
r e l a t i v e s   p a r e n ts   p a r tn e r   o th e r  _______________________
54. What a d v ic e  would you g iv e  in d iv id u a ls  ab o u t fo rc e d  sex?
a) a s  p re v e n t io n  ____________________________________________
b) w h ile  b e in g  a s s a u l te d
c) a f t e r
$
55. How would you make y ou r r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e t t e r  i f  you were to  s t a r t  o v e r 
ag a in ?  _________________________________________________ ___________________
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36. Do you have a n y th in g  to  add to  o u r d is c u s s io n  t h a t  may be h e lp f u l  
w ith  t h i s  r e s e a rc h ?  __________
37. I f  th e r e  was a need  to  conduct a n o th e r  s tu d y  t o  f u r t h e r  t h i s  ^ research  
( l e t ' s  say  in  a y e a r  o r  so) would you s t i l l  be w i l l in g  to  p a r t i c i p a t e
yes  ___  no____
EXPLAIN
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
APPENDIX C
FEMALE RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
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2. Fem ales 
N = 25
*3. W eight













H eight range * N %
5 ’ 2 8
5 ' 1" 2 8
S ' 2” 4 16
5 '3 " 5 12





H eight ran g e  (c o n tin u e d ) N 0.*
5 ' 4” 5 20
5 ’ S" 2 8
5* 6" 2 8
S ’ 7” 2 8
5 ’ 8 " -S ‘ 10" 5 12
4 . R e la tio n s h ip  s t a t u s  (m a rrie d , l iv in g  to g e th e r )
R e la tio n sh ip  s t a t u s  range N 0,d
m arried 22 88
l iv in g  to g e th e r 3 12
E duca tion  (e ig h th  g rad e  o r l e s s  - some h ig h  sch o o l -  some
c o lle g e  g ra d u a te -  some u n i v e r s i t y  -  u n iv e r s i ty
■Education range N %
e ig h th  g rade  o r  l e s s 3 12
some h ig h  sch o o l 6 24
some c o lle g e 5 12
c o lle g e  g rad u a te 2 8
some u n iv e r s i ty 7 28
u n iv e r s i ty  g rad u a te 4 16
6 . O ccupation  '
O ccupation  range from  u n s k i l l e d  w orkers to  p r o f e s s io n a ls  and 
in c lu d e s  homemakers and in d iv id u a ls  who a re  unem ployed. 
O ccupation  range  N %
s e m i-p ro fe s s io n a ls  (m idd le  management p e rs o n n e l)  4 ' 16
s k i l l e d  la b o u re rs  ( c l e r i c a l  s a le s  and s e rv ic e )  11 44
u n s k i l l e d  m anual w o rk ers  3 12
.homemakers 7 2S
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7. ' Income
1 0 .
Y early  income range N O,&
$5,000 -$20 ,000 '10 ' •40
$21 ,000-$30 ,000 6 24
S 32 ,000-545,000 2 S
no income (homemakers) 7 28
R e lig io n  (C a th o lic  -  P r o te s ta n t - h&S:
<
R e lig io n  range N O-O
C a th o lic 16 64
P r o te s ta n t 7 28
O ther 2 8
Race
Race range N O.•b
Canadian' w h ite 25 100
E th n ic i ty
E th n ic  background range 1 %
A u s tr ia n 1 4
Dutch 1 4
E n g lish S 20
French 8 ~  52
German 2 8
I r i s h 2 8
I t a l i a n 1 4
P o lis h 1 4
S c o t t i s h 4 16
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*11. Who makes th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  d e c is io n s  in  t h i s  r e l a t io n s h ip ?
(w ife  -  husband -^ .to g e th e r) - •
- D ec is io n  range N ' e0
w ife 6 " 24
husband 2 8
to g e th e r 17 68
12'. Who manages th e  f in a n c e s ?  i(w ife -■ husband -  to g e th e r )
F inance ran g e N O.‘9
• . w ife 6 24
husband S .52
to g e th e r 11 ' 44
1. How would you d e s c r ib e  you r p a r e n t s ’ r e l a t i o n s h ip ?  (v ery  w e ll - 
p r e t t y  w e ll -  so so  -  n o t v e ry  w e ll -  p o o r ly  -  read y  ^ o  s e p a ra te )
• P a r e n ts ' r e l a t i o n s h ip  range N O.0
9 *
v e ry  w ell 6 24 -
p r e t t y  w e ll 12 48
so  so 1
<
4
p o o rly 2 8 . *
ready  to  s e p a ra te 3 12
no response 1 4
2. How d id  th e y  ( p a re n ts  a c t  tow ards one a n o th e r?  (very  w e ll -  p r e t t y
w e ll -  so  so  - n o t v e ry  w e ll -  p o o rly  -  read y  to  s e p a ra te )
4 P a r e n ts ’ b e h a v io r  range N %
v e ry  w e ll 









R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
ss
P aren ts*  b e h a v io r  (c o n tin u e d )  N \
n o t ve ry  w ell ' ' ’ 1 4
p o o r ly  4 16
no resp o n se  1 4 m
M other^s o c c u p a tio n  - F a th e r  o c c u p a tio n
w
V
The o c c u p a tio n  ran g e  from u n s k i l l e d  w orkers to  p ro fe s s io n a l :
in c lu d e  homemakers and in d iv id u a ls  whom a re unem ployed.
M o th e r 's  o c c u p a tio n  range £ 0.o
s e m i-p ro fe s s io n a ls  (m iddle management 6 24
p e rso n n e l) .
/
s k i l l e d  la b o u re rs  ( c l e r i c a l  s a le s  and 2 8
s e rv ic e )
u n s k i l l e d  manual w orkers 2 8
homemakers. ..... 15 60
F a th e r 's  o c c u p a tio n  range N %
employed p r o fe s s io n a l 1 4
s e m i-p ro fe s s io n a l  (m iddle management ^ 6 24
p e rs o n n e l)-
s k i l l e d  la b o u re rs  ( c r a f t s  and t r a d e s ) 11 44
u n s k i l l e d  manual w orkers 6 24
no resp o n se 1 4
^  •
How much e d u c a t io n  does you r m other have — f a th e r ?
M o th e r 's  e d u c a tio n  range •N %
e ig h th  g rade o r  l e s s 10 40
some hi-gh schoo l 9 56
some c o lle g e  e d u c a tio n 1 4
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M o th e r 's  e d u c a tio n  (co n tin u ed ) ?r 0.'b
u n i v e r s i t y  g raduate. 3 12.
no re sp o n se ' * .1 4
F a t h e r 's  e d u c a tio n  range N ♦ •b
e ig h th  g rad e  o r  le s s . T - - , 8 52
some h ig h  schoo l e d u c a tio n 10
. >
. 40 '
some c o l le g e  e d u c a tiq n . • ’ • ;  -1 4 '
c o l le g e  g ra d u a te * 1 -* 4
some u n iv e r s i ty ,  e d u c a tio n .2 8 .
u n iv e r s i t y  g rad u a te 2 ’■ S
no resp o n se 1 4
*
U su a lly  who managed th e  money d e c is io n s ? (M other
Range - N %_
m other 7 •28
f a t h e r  .
\ *
— 15 60
no re sp o n se 3 12
.6. Were you an  on ly  c h i ld ?  (yes - no - b ro th o rs  - s i s t e r s )
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6 . (co n tin u ed ) .
•  ^
Only c h ild , b ro the~ r(s) s i s t e r ( s )  %
- no - 3 3 2 8 -
. •
- no o -  ' 2 . 8 '
no • - 3 1 4
m ,
. / r.
7 . Did e i t h e r  one o f  you r p a re n ts  d is c u s s  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l r e l a t i o n s h ip
w ith  you? (yes -  no)
P a re n ts  d is c u s s  p e rs o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h ip  r a n g e . . N %
• y e s , M other 7  28
no ' - , . 18 72
8 . I f  y e s ,  how d id  you f e e l  abou t " it?
R e sp o n d e n t's  f e e l in g s  tow ards p a r e n ts  range N %
v e ry  p r iv i le g e d 'a n d  im p o rta n t 5 20
. burdened  by th e  co n fid en ce  t h a t  my M other sh a red  w ith  ■ 2 S
me, becau se  th e r e  w a s n 't  a n y th in g  I c o u ld  do abou t i t  
no re sp o n se  . 18 72
* -V
9 . Did e i t h e r  one o f  your p a re n ts  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  se x u a l r e l a t i o n s h ip  
w ith  you? (yes - no) »
Range -
y t i S y  M other 4 * 16 f
no 21 %4.
10. I f  y e s , how d id  you f e e l  ab o u t i t ?
%
R esp o n d en t's  f e e l in g s  tow ards p a re n ts  range N %
g r e a t  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  my M other f e l t  co m fo rtab le  enough 4 16
t o  d is c u s s  h e r  se x u a l r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  me 
*
no re sp o n se  » 21 84
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P
11. Do you b e l ie v e  th e  num ber-of c h ild re n  ( in -y o u r  fami-ly) was a
c o n tr ib u t in g  f a c t o r  in  t h e i r ' r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  (yes -  no)




12. Was sex  e v e r  a  to p ic  o f  c o n v e rsa tio n  in  y o u r p a r e n t s ' home? 




-always 1 4 c.
o f te n 1 4
r a r e ly 6 24
n ev e r 17 68 -
D id - e i th e r  pa-ren t in form  you abou t sex? (y es  -  no)
Range • ' N 0 .-0




Where d id  you le a rn  abou t sex ?  (books - f r i e n d s  -  r e l a t i v e
o th e r )
Range N % *
books S 52
f r ie n d s 7 28 •
a  r e l a t i v e 5 ,2 0
. . . .
T.V. 1 4
books, f r i e n d s ,  a 
r e l a t i v e  and T.V.
4 16
4 * '
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15. Do you f e e l  you r sex  e d u c a tio n  was in a d e q u a te ?  ' [yes -  no)
- Range N 0 . .o *
y es  ■' 15 60
no 10 40 ~
1. How long have you beeh m a r r ie d / l iv in g  to g e th e r?  ■
' Y e'ar(s) m arrie d N . a .'b
1 1 4
5 5. 20
10 . 5 20 . . _ -
c
15 6 24 . . .
- 25 5 12 " *
'  >
51 1 4
. 42 1 4
Y ear(s)  l iv in g  to g e th e r  ' N %
1 ■ ' 1 4
3 2 8
2 . Do you have any c h ild re n ? (yes - no -  how many -  ages)
Range N Or■b
y es; ra n g e , o n e ’c h i ld - 19 76
fo u r
c h ild r e n ;  c h i l d ’s age 
range l e s s  th an  one 
y e a r  o ld , 19 y e a rs  
and o ld e r  
no . 6 24
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How would you d e s c r ib e  your p r e s e n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  a s  go ing  most of-, 
th e  tim e?  (v ery  w e ll - p r e t t y  w e ll -  so  so  -  n o t v e ry  w e ll - 
p o o r ly  ^  read y  to  se p a ra te ) . *
Range ' N_
ft,0
v e ry  w e ll 8 32
\
p r e t t y  w e ll 12 48 -
so  so 5 12 a
p o o r ly  ' * 2 8
-
How c lo s e ly  have your e x p e c ta tio n s  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  been met by
t h i s  p e rso n ?  '.-(very w e ll - p r e t t y  w e ll - so  so  -  n o t v e ry  w e ll -





v e ry  w e ll 6 24~ *
p r e t t y  w e ll 11 44 92%
so  so * 6 24_
n o t v e ry  w e ll 1 4
p o o r ly 1 4
How w e ll do you and your p a r tn e r  a g re e abou t do ing  h ouseho ld  ch o res?
(v e ry  w e ll - p r e t t y w e ll -  so so -  n o t v e ry  w e ll -  p o o r ly  - ready  to
s e p a ra te ) \
Range N 0.* %
v e ry  w e ll 5 2 0 ~
p r e t t y  w e ll - S 32 84%
so so 8 32_
n o t v e ry  w e ll 1 4 m
p o o rly 3 12
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•
6 . How w e ll do you a g re e  ab o u t g e t t in g
- to g e th e r  -  we dto i t  s e p a r a te ly  - we
Range N 4.0
to g e th e r 15 *• 52
s e p a r a te ly ' 2 8
- ta k e  tu rn s 5 12
C r ^ a l w a y s  do i t  a lo n e 7 28
*7. How much do you ag ree on s h a r in g  th e
p r e t t y  w e ll - so  so  - n o t v e ry  w e ll
Range N CLO
"very w e ll 10 40"
t
p r e t t y  w e ll 6 24
-SO so 5 20_




p o o r ly  2 8
9 4
84%
8 . How o f te n  do you go o u t w ith  th e  same f r ie n d s ?  (alw ays - o f te n  - 
• - 
som etim es -  now and th en  -  n o t o f te n  - never)
Range 
alw ays 
o f te n  
som etim es 
now and th e n  












R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
9 . How much do you a g re e 'o n  having. a-<*night ou t w ith  th e  g i r l s ?  (very-
• w e ll -  p r e t t y  w e ll .- -so . so - n o t v e ry  w e ll - p o o r ly  - ready  to
s e p a ra te )  • - .
Range _ N ■* 1
v e ry  w e ll * 10 ' ' 40
- ’ . t  -
p r e t t y  w e ll - . . * - 5 20 »
so  so •' 6 24
- n o t v e ry  w e ll 3 1 2
- - p o o rly  • 1- ... 4
*1 0 . Do you b e l ie v e  b e in g ' m arried o r l iv in g  to g e th e r  a s s u re s  y o u r p a r tn e r
-’a c c e s s  to  se x "  w henever he w ants i t ?  (yes -  no -  e x p la in )
. - Range N a.
yes • 11 44
*
no 14 56 -
“ t
-Access to  sex’ e x p la n a t io n s ' N % •
y e s , be.ing m a rrie d  o r  l iv in g  to g e th e r  3 12 
■ guarantees him a c c e s s  to  sex  whenever 
he w an ts  i t
-
y e s , p re v e n ts -h im  from  seek in g  sex  8 , 52 
e lsew h ere
no , s e x u a l a c c e s s  sh o u ld  be based  on 14 56 • 
a m utual consensus
*1 1 . Do you b e l ie v e  t h a t  sex  i s  a du ty?  (alw ays - sometim es -  now and
% th e n  -  n o t - o f te n  -  n e v e r  -  e x p la in )
Range N % '
• alw ays 2 8 •
* som etim es 6 24
* now and th e n  3 1 2  '  •
« 1
R ep ro d u ced  with p erm issio n  o f  th e  copyrigh t ow n er. Further reproduction  prohibited w ithout p erm issio n .
How w ell do you and you r p a r tn e r  a g re e  a s  to ' th e  freq u en cy  •sex ought 
to  occur?  (v ery  w e ll - p r e t t y  w e ll - so so  - n o t 'v e r y  w ell'^ - 
p o o r ly  - rea d y  to  s e p a r a te )  ,'t-
Range M e. '0
"very w ell 4
16|p r e t t y  w e ll . 10 40
so so S
n o t ve ry  w e ll 1 4
p o o rly 2 8
88%
*  * ■
r14 How would you r a t e  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  y o u r  sex  r e l a t i o n s h i p ? '  (V ery 'w e11 
p r e t t y  w e ll -  so  so  - n o t v e ry  w ell -  p o o r ly  - rea d y  to  s e p a ra te )
•
Range 





p r e t t y  w e ll 5 20 1 0 0 %
4
so  so S 32 . ■ " -
15. When you a re  u n in te r e s te d  in  se x , i s  i t  .because  y o u .a re ' ( c h e c k -a l l  
t h a t  app ly ) t i r e d  - angry  - s ic k  - d e p re sse d  - h u r t  - w o rried  -
9
r e s e n t f u l  - no t tu rn e d  on - p a r tn e r  n o t a v a i la b le  - h o ld in g  ou t - 
b e in g  s p i t e f u l  - p u n ish in g  him -  d o n 't  f e e l  l ik e  i t  - a*fraid .house 
g u e s t m ight h e a r  -  o th e r )
« Range N %
t i r e d 7 2 S
t i r e d  and s ic k 2 8
t i r e d  and ang ry 2 8
t i r e d , ’ s ic k  and angry 7 28
h u r t  and w o rrie d 2 8
h u r t  and n o t tu rn e d  on 2 8
d o n 't  f e e l  l ik e  i t 5 12
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- c
4 .
1 1 . '  (c o n tin u e d ^  • - ♦
Range V  . ,N  * -  % "
«  *  '■ • « ^
* n o t o f te n  • 6  ’ . ,24 '
■ .  * *
- . n e v e r  _  8 #- .52
r Sgx a s  a  d u ty  e x p la n a tio n s  •' N 'V'. £
'  •*’ \  •
-• Sex .is  alw ays a duty  "because my p a r tn e r  " 2 - 8
' - i s - t o o  s e x u a l ly  demanding, c o n se q u e n tly  
. * s e x u a l freq u en cy  becomes to o  r o u t in e  - '.
;  a n d . le s s  e n jo y a b le  . '  ' - ’ * :
‘ v Sex i s  som etim es o r  n o t o f te n  a duty., 12 48
_ e s p e c i a l l y  i f  I say  " n o ,"  b u t h e „ in $ i s t s
so I g iv e  in  e i t h e r  to  av o id  an ' '
K » - ■>
argum ent o r  to  k'eep p eace  ^
.  -  ♦  .
Sex i s  now and th en  a  d u ty ; e s p e c ia l ly  3 12
i f '  I am n o t in  th e  mood, b u t  'concede t o  ' '
*■ *
■ ^  p le a s e  my p a r tn e r  - * * '
Sex i s  n e v e r ,a  d u ty , because  I e n jo y  8 . 32
h av in g  sex  w ith  my, p a r tn e r  8  . . 32 .
"* ' 1
2\  'Do you b e lie v e  you sh o u ld  b„e a v a i l a b le  f p r  -sex w henever hd w ants i t ?
[ y e s  - no - e x p la in )
:  ' • 4 •  T
■ R a h g e  . % ' ''
' y es _10 40
t '*
no ' . • » 15 ' 60
Sexual a v a i l a b i l i t y  e x p la n a tio n s  N %
i y e s , as a  w ife , p a r t  o f  my o b l ig a t io n s  ' 3 12
includes* b e in g  sex u a lly , a v a i l a b l e - f o r  my
p a r tn e r  " „ . *.
« •
y e s , .p r e v e n ts  him, from se ek in g  sex  e lsew h ere  7 ^ /  28
»
n o ,^ se x u a l, a v a i f a b i l i t y  sh o u ld  be based  on 15 60
■v •? •
a m utual consensus > - v ' -
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.116. WTien you a re  i n te r e s t e d  in  se x , i s  i t  because  you a re  (check a l l  t h a t  
app ly ) in  love, - a roused  - w an ting  to  - w an ting  a f f e c t io n  - bored  -
need ing  to  r e la x  - f e e l in g  g u i l t y  - w an ting  to  ge t i t  over. w ith  -
th in k in g  i t  Is tim e - w anting  a fav o u r in  :r e tu rn  - o th e r)
Range ' “ N o©
w ^ in  lo v e , a ro u sed  and w anting  to  





w an ting  a f f e c t io n  'and n eed in g  to  r e la x 2 S ' '
\  *17- Have you e v e r  r e fu s e d  t o  have sex  w ith  your, p a r tn e r?  (yes - no)
" Range - N %
*
-
s. yes 21 S4 -
•\Y no 4 16
*
\ N
.*18 . Unddr what c o n d it io n  do you f e e l  you have a r i g h t  to  r e fu s e  your
• p a r tn e r  sex?  ' / •>
•. -$■
Range - N 0.0
t i r e d  a n d /o r  s i c k ,  u p s e t  o r  w o rrie d
f
S 52




« .. under any c o n d it io n 7 28
* a f t e r  an argum ent
2 S-
a f t e r  a lr e a d y  h av in g  had sex  s e v e ra l 1 4
Cb % tim es  th a t  n ig h t
%
n o t tu rn e d  on ' 1 1
- ■' no resp o n se 3 * 12
• •
19. How o f te n  a re  you u n w illin g  to  have sex  o r  e x p re ss  l i t t l e o r  no
i n t e r e s t ?  (alw ays - sometimes - now a n d s 
- Range N %
* / 
th en  - n o t o f te n - n e v e rj
*■ i
\
som etim es „ - 7 28
k






■ • • '  ' ‘ /  
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19. (co n tin u ed )
j
Range • ' N %
now and th e n  11 44 i
n o t o f te n  6  24
n e v e r 1 4 '
2 0 . How do you f e e l  abou t t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ? (unw illing '.'ttf- e x p re s s l i t t l e
i n t e r e s t  to  have sex) angry  -  d e p r e s s e d '- t ro u b le d ' -  w o rrie d -
s u s p ic io u s  o f  a n o th e r  woman -  o th e r i
- Range 0, -
> ■
a n g ry , d e p re s s e d , f r u s t r a t e d ,  g u i l t y  
i n d i f f e r e n t  *





t ro u b le d ,  w o rrie d  •••-"- - 7 28
no resp o n se i . 4 •
2 1 . Under what c o n d it io n s  does t h i s  n e g a tiv e  resp o n se  (u n w ill in g o r
e x p re s s  l i t t l e  o r  no i n t e r e s t  to  have sex ) occu r?  ‘ .
♦
Range ,~-;- N 0.'O
t i r e d ,  a n d /o r  an g ry , a n d /o r  s ic k ,  
a n d /o r  u p s e t ,  a n d /o r  w o rried
11 44
not i n . t h e  mood to  have sex 5 2 0  .
a f t e r  an argum ent 2 S
a f t e r  p a r tn e r  has been d r in k in g 2 8
a f t e r  a lr e a d y  hav ing  had sex  s e v e ra l  
tim es  t h a t ’ n ig h t
• 1 4 ".. -- '
i f  we h av en ’t  had sex  f o r  some tim e 1 4 ♦
not tu rn e d  on 2 8
no re sp o n se  . ■ 1 4
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*22. Has your p a r tn e r  e v e r  p roceeded  t o  have sex  w ith  you when you r e a l l y
» *
,d id  n o t want to ?  (alw ays -"'som etim es - now and th e n  - no t o f te n  - 
never) * ■
Range
alw ays' 2 8  .
som etim es . 6  24
now and th e n  5 12 .
n o t o f te n  6  24
' n ev e r S 32.
*25. Did he u se  c o e rc io n ?  (v e rb a l  t h r e a t s  - p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  -  o th e r )
Range » N_ %_
c o e rc io n  5 20
c o e rc io n  and p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  2  8
c o e rc io n  and p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  and/  4 16
v e rb a l  t h r e a t s
v e rb a l  t h r e a t s  1 4
p h y s ic a l  fo rc e  (body w e igh t) 2 S
t r i c k e r y  (when I was a s le e p )  1 4  :
no resp o n se  - . 10 40 * .
4
J 4 . Under what c o n d it io n  d id  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  occu r?  ( a f t e r  an argum ent 
a f t e r  consumi-ng a lc o h o l - o th e r )
Range N %_
he sim ply  w anted sex  - '  8  32 •
a f t e r  he has been  d r in k in g  1 4
a f t e r  an argum ent 6  24
a f t e r  a d is c u s s io n  abou t my 1 4 "
u n w illin g n e s s
when I was a s le e p  . 1 4
no re sp o n se  8  32
★
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'2 5 . How do-you f e e l  ab o u t i t  a f te rw a rd s ?  ( lo s s  o f  r e s p e c t  -  h a tre d  - 
a n g e r  - f e a r  -  d e fe a te d  - o th e r)  * >
Range ' %
d e fe a te d  because  even  though I re fu s e d  5 20
to  have sex he had h i s  way anyway
«
f e a r  t h a t  he w i l l  fo rc e  me to  have sex  5 20
ag a in
s a t i s f i e d .  I r e a l i z e d  I was in  th e  2 8
wrong f o r  n o t w an ting  to  have sex  and
*
he was r i ^ h t  in  fo rc in g  me to
■confused. I know he d i d n ' t  mean 5 20
any harm , and I do love  him , b u t he -
s t i l l  had sex  w ith  me a g a in s t  my w i l l
*
- . no resp o n se  S 52
*26. How do you f e e l  tow ards you r p a r tn e r  a f te rw a rd s ?  ( lo s s  o f  r e s p e c t
h a tre d  - a n g e r  - f e a r  - d e fe a tq d  - o th e r )
Range . N ^
lo s s  o f  r e s p e c t ,  b ecau se  he d id  no t 10 40
re s p e c t  my d e c is io n  n o t to  have sex
a p p re c ia te  and r e s p e c t  him , f o r  1 2  8
was in  th e  wrong
co n fu se d . I love  him , bu t I h a te  him 5 20
a t  th e  same tim e
no resp o n se  8  52
*27. Do you b e lie v e  " fo rc e d  se x "  i s  " se x u a l a s s a u l t " ?  (-yes - no)
Range N
• yes  21 84
. no 4 6  >
• - »•' •
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Do you b e l i e f e  fo rc e d sex  o r se x u a l
(yes -  no -  e x p la in )
Range ©„'0
yes 2 2 8 8
no 5 12
Sexual a s s a u l t  e x p la n a tio n s  ^  N %.
y e s ,  fo rc e d  sex  e x i s t s  in  m arria g e  w henever an  in d iv id u a l  10 40
i s  f o r c e d . to  have sex  a g a in s t  h i s  o r ’h e r  w i l l
y e s , i t  has been e x p e rie n c e d  in  t h i s  m arriag e  2 S
y e s , i t  happened to  a  f r ie n d  o f  mine 10 40
no, fo rc e d  sex  does n o t e x i s t  in  m a rr ia g e , because  b e in g  5 12
m a rrie d  o r  l iv in g  to g e th e r  guarasjjtees s e x u a l i n t e r a c t io n  .
"29. Compared w ith  most p e o p le  you know, how f re q u e n tly  do you b e l ie v e
fo rc e d  sex  o cc u rs?  (alw ays -  som etim es’-  now and th e n  -  n o t o f te f t -
^  n e v e r)
Range S „ 0,'0
alw ays 1 4* .  .
"sometimes ' 5 20" -
.now and th e n 9 36 8 S%
n o t o f te n $ 32
nev er 2 8
(
"50. L e t’s say  you know a coup le  and th e  w ife  i s  p r e s s in g  c h a rg e s  a g a in s t  h e r  
husband on th e  grounds o f  se x u a l a s s a u l t .  What would be y ou r r e a c t io n  
i f  you were t h a t  w ife?
Range N_ %_
I would be to o  em barrassed  to  p r e s s  c h a rg e s . I mean 1 15 60
would w orry what my c h i ld r e n ,  f r i e n d s  and p a re n ts  would 
th in k  o f  me. A lso , I would no t want my husband to  lo se  
h i s  jo b .
§
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50. (co n tin u ed )
* \
Range ' H
I f  I were t h a t  my w ife , I would make su re  I had a l l  th e  8  32
f a c t s  and p r e s s  ch a rg es  and hope f o r  th e  b e s t
no re sp o n se  '  2 8
31. In  what c o n te x t  have you had d is c u s s io n s  o f  fo rc e d  sex?  ( f r ie n d s  - 
r e l a t i v e s  - p a re n ts  -  p a r tn e r  -  o th e r )
Range . N %_
f r ie n d s  10  40
r e l a t i v e s  , 2 .8 ■
f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  p a re n ts  and p a r tn e r  2  8
f i r s t  tim e  • 11 44
What a d v ic e  would you g iv e  to  in d iv id u a ls  abou t fo rc e d  sex?
a) a s  a p re v e n tio n  
P re v e n tio n  range N %
communicate w ith  your p a r tn e r  14. 56
know who you a re  s le e p in g  w ith  S 32
no re sp o n se
b) w h ile  b e in g  a s s a u l te d  
W hile b e in g  a s s a u l te d  range N
" try  to  communicate
A f te r  b e in g  a s s a u l te d  range
12
f i g h t  back i f  you can 8  32
ta k e  i t  12 48
2 8
no resp o n se  3 12
c) a f t e r
N %
seek  p r o f e s s io n a l  h e lp  12 48
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A f te r  b e in g  a s s a u l te d  range ( c o n t in u e d ) '
_  s e p a r a te  o r  g e t a  d iv o rc e  
a c c e p t i t  and do n o th in g  
no re sp o n se
33 . How would you make you r r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e t t e r  i f  you were 
over a g a in ?
Range
communicate more w ith  my p a r tn e r  
seek more e d u c a t io n  
w o u ld n 't change a n y th in g  
p ostpone  h av in g  c h i ld r e n
54. Do you have a n y th in g  to  add to  o u r d is c u s s io n  t h a t  may be h e lp f u l  
w ith  t h i s  re s e a rc h ?
Range
th e re  shou ld  be more in d e p th  q u e s tio n s  on fo rc e d  sex 
a male shou ld  in te rv ie w  th e  male re sp o n d e n t 
th e  coup le  sh o u ld  be in te rv ie w e d  to g e th e r  
no resp o n se
55. I f  th e re  was a  need to  conduct a n o th e r  s tu d y  to  f u r th e r  t h i s  r e s e a rc h  
( l e t ' s  say  in  a y e a r  o r  s o ) ,  would you s t i l l  be w i l l in g  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  


















yes 2 0 80
no 4 16
no resp o n se 1 _____- 4 -
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E x p la n a tio n s  N. - JL
y e s , f o r  s e l f  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d /o r  to  h e lp  o th e r s  20 SO
\
no, my o p in io n  w i l l  n o t change 4 16
no resp o n se  '  1 4
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MALE’ RESPONSES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
1. Ag£
Age_range_ ‘ H
21-29 -  7 28
32-S7 . 8  32
41-46 - 7 28
53 and over 3 12
2 . M ales'
N = 25 
W eight




170 ' 1 4
175 * 3 12
178-162 2 8
185> . 2 8
195 . 2 . 8
,205 -280  • _ 8  32
H eigh t
H eigh t range N %
5 ' 5" - 5 ’ 8 " 6  24
5 ' 9" 5 20
5 1 10" 5 20
5 ’ 11*; -3 12
6 ’  2 8
*
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H eigh t ran g e  (co n tin u ed ) ^  “
6 ’ 1"  2 8
6 ' l ” -  6 ’ 4” 2 . 8
4 . R e la tio n s h ip  s t a t u s  (m arried  -  l i v in g  to g e th e r )
* R e la tio n s h ip  s t a t u s  range 
m arrie d  v* • 2 2  8 8
l iv in g  to g e th e r  3 12
5 . 9  E d u ca tio n  (e ig h th  g rade o r  l e s s  - some h ig h  schoo l -  some c o lle g e  
c o lle g e  g r a d u a te . -  some u n iv e r s i t y  -  u n iv e r s i t y  g ra d u a te ) -
E d u ca tio n  range N %
e ig h th  g rade  o r  l e s s 2 S
some h ig h  sch o o l 9 36
%
some c o lle g e 4 1-2
c o lle g e  g rad u a te 1 4
some u n iv e r s i ty * 4 16
u n iv e r s i t y  g ra d u a te 5 20
O ccupation <
O ccupation  range ( u n s k i l le d  w orkers to  p r o f e s s io n a ls  and
homemakers and in d iv id u a ls who a re unemployed)
O ccupation  range N %
employed p r o f e s s io n a l  1 4
s e m i-p ro fe s s io n a l  (m iddle management p e rs o n n e l)  11 44
s k i l l e d  la b o u re rs  ( c r a f t s  and t r a d e s )  8 32
u n s k i l l e d  m anual w orkers 4 16
unemployed 1 4
I
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7. Income
y
Y early  income range N ft.O
$15 ,000-$20 ,000 5 20
$21 ,000-550 ,000 6 24
$51,000-$40,OQO 9 56
$41 ,000-550 ,000 5 20
R e lig io n  (C a th o lic  -  P r o te s ta n t  -
R e lig io n  range 
!





P r o te s ta n t 9 56
O ther 5 20
Race
Race ra n z e N %
Canadian w h ite 25 9 2 ’
Canadian b la c k 1 4
C anadian n a t iv e  In d ia n 1 4
E th n ic i ty
E th n ic  background range N %
E n g lish 5 20
French 5 12
German 5 12
In d ia n 1 4
I r i s h 4 12
I t a l i a n 2 8
P o lis h 2 8
R ussian ' 1 4
V
U kranian . 2 8
Y ugoslav ian 2 8
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rl l .  Who makes th e  m a jo r ity  o f  d e c is io n s  in  t h e . r e l a t io n s h i p ?
D ec isio n  range N %
w ife 2 S
husband -5 20
to g e th e r IS 72
Who manages th e f in a n c e s? Cwife -  husband
Range N 6,'•o
w ife 7 28
husband 5 2 0
to g e th e r 15 52
1. How would you d e s c r ib e  y o u r p a r e n t s '  r e l a t i o n s h ip ?  (v e ry  w e ll - 
p r e t ty ^ w e ll  - so  so  -  not" v e ry  w e ll -  p o o r ly  -  rea d y  to  s e p a ra te )
Range N %
very  w e ll 7 28
p r e t t y  w e ll 10 40
so so 4 ' 16
n o t ve ry  w e ll * 5 12
no resp o n se 1 4
How d id  th e y (p a re n ts )  a c t  tow ards one a n o th e r?  (v ery  w e ll
w e ll -  so so
/
- n o t v e ry  w e ll -  p o o r ly  - read y  to  s e p a ra te )
Range N O,'©
v ery  w e ll 6 24
p r e t t y  w e ll i o ‘ 40
so so 6 24
n o t ve ry  w e ll 3 12
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3 . M o th e r 's  “o c c u p a tio n  - F a th e r 's  o c c u p a tio n ' .■•''*
The o c c u p a tio n s  range 'from  u n s k i l l e d  la tro n re rs  .to- p r o f e s s io n a ls  .and " 
inc ludes 'hom em akers and in d iv id u a ls -w h o  a re  unemployed.
M o th e r 's  o c c u p a tio n  ran g e . . N" 0 .0
s e m i-p ro fe s s io n a ls  (m iddle, management p e rso n n e l) 3 12
s k i l l e d  la b o u re rs  ( c l e r i c a l - s a l e s  and se rv ice .) 2 8
u n s k i l l e d  manual la b o u re rs 3 12
homemakers 17 6 8
F a th e r 's  o c c u p a tio n  range N %
employed p r o fe s s io n a ls 1 4
s e m i-p ro fe s s io n a ls  (m iddle management p e rso n n e l) 3 20
s k i l l e d  la b o u re rs  ( c r a f t s  and t r a d e s ) 9 36
u n s k i l l e d  manual la b o u re rs 9 36
no re sp o n se 1 4
4 . How much e d u c a tio n  does y o u r M other have - y ou r F a th e r?
M o th e r 's  e d u c a tio n  range N o.'O
e ig h th  g rade  o r  l e s s 7 28
some h ig h  sch o o l 15 52
some c o lle g e 2 S
so m e -u n iv e rs ity ' 1 4
u n iv e r s i t y  g rad u a te 1 4
no resp o n se 1 4
F a th e r 's  e d u c a tio n  range N %
e ig h th  g rade  o r  l e s s 10 40
some h ig h  schoo l 9 36
some c o l le g e 1 4
c o lle g e  g ra d u a te 1 4
1
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
\  - ■ 112 
F a th e r 's  e d u c a tio n  range !< ^  1
u n iv e r s i t y  g rad u a te  5 12
no resp o n se  1 . 4
5 . U su a lly  who manages th e  money d e c is io n s ?  (M other - F a th e r)  
D e c is io n  range N "i
Mother1 10 40
F a th e r  - 12 4S
. .no re sp o n se  3 12
6 . Were you an o n ly  c h i ld ?  (yes  no - b r o th e r s  -  s i s t e r s )
-
yes • “ - 1 4
no ^ 1 1 ' . 4 16
no 1 .3 1 4
no 1 2 8
no 2 1 2 «
no 2 ' 2  ■ 4
no 2 - 5 1 4
no 2 - .2 8
no
i
3 - 1 1 4
no 5 . 2 '' 3 1 2
no / 3 2 8
no
% .
3 - 1 4
no - 4 16
Did e i t h e r  one o f  
w ith  you? (yes  -
yo u r p a re n ts  
no)
d is c u s s  t h e i r  p e rso n a l r e l a t i o n s h ip
Range N 0 .'0  *
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8 . I f  y e s , how d id  you f e e l?
R esponden t’s f e e l in g s  tow ards p a re n t  ran g e  ®
very  p r iv i le g e d  and im p o rta n t . ' 2 8 '
no resp o n se  # 25 92
9 . Did e i t h e r  one o f  you r p a re n ts  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  se x u a l r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  
ybu? (yes -  no)
Range N ^
y e s .  F a th e r  ^1 4
no 24 96
10. I f  y e s ,  how did. you f e e l?
R esponden t’s  f e e l in g s  tow ard  p a re n t  range . 4 N %
u n c o m fo rta b le , because  I w asn’t  s u re  how to  dag'jjjpwith i t  1 4
no resp o n se  24 96
11. Do you b e lie v e  th e  number o f  c h i ld r e n  ( in  y o u r fam ily ) was a
c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c t o r  in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip ?  (yes -  no)
£
C h ild re n  a. f a c t o r  in  p a r e n t 's  r e l a t i o n s h ip  range N %
yes ,  ' * 8 52
no * 17 6 S
12. Was sex  e v e r  a to p ic  o f  c o n v e rs a tio n  in 'y o u r  p a r e n t s ’ home? (alw ays 
o f te n  -  r a r e ly  - never)
Range * N • %
*
o f te n  . 2 8
r a r e ly  6  24
n e v e r 17 6 8
"15. Did e i t h e r  p a re n t  in fo rm  you about sex?  (yes -  no)
Range N |
y e s ,  F a th e r  * 10 40
■ no 15 60
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*14. Where d id  you le a r n  a b o u t ‘sex? (books -  f r i e n d s  -
o th e r )
Range . ;N
books
f r ie n d s
<*.4 16 - 
' - * 1  y '  60
a  r e l a t i v e  . ■ 1 4
books, f r i e n d s ,  a r e l a t i v e  and T .V . 4 16
schoo l 1 4
*15. Do you b e l ie v e  your sex: e d u c a tio n  was in ad e q u a te ?
Range N % '
yes • 9 36
no 16 64
1. How long  have you been m arried o r  l iv i n g  to g e th e r '
Y e a r(s)  m arr ie d )  N O.'0
1 1 4
5 ’ 5 20
10 5 20
% 15 6 24
25 3 12
31 '  1 4
42 1 4
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Do you .have any c h i ld r e n ?  (yes - .n o  -  how many -  ages)
Range N, %_
y e s ; range  one c h i ld - f o u r  c h i ld r e n ;  c h i l d ’ s  age range  19 76
le s s  than  one y e a r
■
19 y e a rs  and o ld ^ r
no 6  24
How would you 'd e sc r ib e  y o u r p r e s e n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  a s  go ing  most o f  th e  
tim e?  (v e ry  w e ll -  p r e t t y  w e ll -  so  so  -  n o t v e ry  w e ll -  p o o r ly  -' 
read y  to  s e p a ra te )
Range N e ,9 f
very  w e ll 12 48
p r e t t y  w e ll 11 44
so so 2 8 *
How c lo s e ly  have y o u r e x p e c ta tio n s  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  been ,m et by
t h i s  p e rso n ?  (v e ry  w e ll -  p r e t t y  w e ll - so  so  -  n o t v e ry  w e ll -
p o o rly  - read y  to  s e p a ra te )
Range N • 0.9 • -
"very w ell 10 4 0
p r e t t y  w e ll 13 52 96%
s o  so * 1 4_
*
n o t"v e ry  w e ll 1 4
How w ell do you and y o u r p a r t n e r  ag ree  a b o u t.d o in g  househo ld  ch o res?
(v ery  w e ll -  p r e t t y  w e ll -  so so  - n o t v e ry  w e ll  - p o o r ly  -  read y  to
s e p a ra te )
Ranee IL X .
v e ry  w e ll . 6 24 84%
p r e t t y  w e ll 9 ■ 56
.go so  . 6 24
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:> . (co n tin u ed )
Range N 0,'0 \
not ve ry  we11 3 12
p o o rly 1 4
*6 . How w e i r d o  you a g re e  abou t g e t t in g  shopp ing  done? (we do it.
to g e th e r  -  we do i t  s e p a r a te ly  -  we ta k e  tu r n s  - w ife  does i t  a lo n e )  
Range N %_
t o g e th e r  15 52
s e p a r a te ly  3 12
ta k e  tu r n s  5 20 .
w ife  does i t  a lo n e  4 12
*7. How much do you a g re e  on s h a r in g  th e  same f r ie n d s ?  (v e ry  w e ll - 
P r e t ty  w e ll  -  so so - n o t  v e ry  w e ll - p o o r ly  -  read y  to  s e p a ra te )
Range N e.o
T— -  -v e ry  we11 1 2 48~
p r e t t y  w e ll 7 2S SS?6
_so so 4 1 2 .
*
n o t very  w ell 1 4
How o f te n  do you go o u t w ith  th e  same
sometim es -  now and th e n - n o t o f te n  -
Range N 0 .  '0
.a lw ays . 11 44
o f te n 2 8
som etim es 2 8
now and th en 6 24 ,
h o t o f te n 4 16
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9 . How much do you ag ree  on h av in g  a n ig h t  out w ith  th e  guys? (very
w e ll -  p r e t t y w e ll - so so - n o t v e ry  w e ll -  p o o r ly  -  read y  to
^separa te )
Range N O.0
v e ry  w e ll 10 40 •
p r e t t y  w e ll 3 1 2 ' -
"50 SC1 7 •28* *
n o t v e ry  w e ll 5 1 2
p o o r ly 2 8
Do you b e l ie v e  b e in g  m a rr ie d o r  l iv in g  to g e th e r  a s s u r e s  you ’’a c c e s s
to  s e s "  whenever you want i t ? (y es  -  no -  e x p la in )
Range N % •
yes 12 4S
no 13 52
A ccess to  sex e x p la n a tio n s N %
y e s , b e in g  m arrie d  o r  l iv in g  to g e th e r  g u a ra n te e s  se x u a l 10 40
a c c e s s
y e s , p re v e n ts  me from se ek in g  sex  e lsew h ere  2 8
no, a c c e s s  to  sex  shou ld  be based  on a  m utual con sen su s 15 52
11. Do you b e l ie v e  t h a t  sex i s  a du ty ?  (alw ays -  som etim es - now and 
th e n  -  n o t o f te n  - n e v e r  - e x p la in )
Range N_ %_
som etim es 6  24
now and th e n  5 1 2
n e v e r 1§ ' 64
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*12.
Sex a s  a  d u ty  e x p la n a tio n  N
sex  i s  som etim es, o r  now and th e n  a  d u ty , e s p e c ia l ly  i f  9 
I am n o t in  th e  mood o r  to o  t i r e d ,  b u t concede to  
p le a s e  my p a r tn e r
sex  i s  n e v e r  a d u ty , because I enuoy h av in g  sex  w ith  my 16 
p a r tn e r
64
Do you b e l ie v e  y o u r p a r tn e r  sh o u ld  be s e x u a lly  a v a i l a b le  f o r  sex




Sexual a v a i l a b i l i t y  e x p la n a tio n s  N
y e s , my p a r tn e r  sh o u ld  be a v a i l a b le  f o r  sex w henever I 8
want i t ,  b ecause  t h a t  i s  h e r  o b l ig a t io n  to  me a s  a  w ife
yes,- p re v e n ts  me from se ek in g  sex  e lsew h ere








'1 5 . How w ell do you arid y o u r 'p a r tn e r  a g re e  a s  to  th e  fre q u en cy  sex  ought 
to  o ccu r?  (v ery  w e ll - p r e t t y  w e ll  -  so  so -  no t v e ry  w e ll - 
p o o rly  -  read y  to  s e p a ra te )
Range N' 0 .0
v e ry  w e ll 4 16
p r e t t y  w e ll 14 56
_so so 5 20_
p o o rly 2 8
92%
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How would you. r a t e  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  y ou r sex  r e l a t i o n s h ip ?  (v ery  w e ll  
p r e t t y  w e ll -  so  so  -  n o t v e ry  w e ll -  p o o r ly  -  read y  t o  s e p a ra te )
Range ' N O,0
__ —f
v ery  w e ll S 32
p r e t t y  w e ll 14- 56
so so 2 8_*-
n o t ve ry  w ell 1 4
96“
When you a re  u n in te r e s te d  in  sex  i s  i t  b ecau se  (check a l l  t h a t  
app ly ) you a re  t i r e d  -  s ic k  -  d e p re s se d  -  h u r t  -  w orrie 'd  - r e s e n t f u l  
n o t tu rn e d  on -  p a r tn e r  n o t a v a i la b le  -  h o ld in g  o u t -  b e in g  s p i t e f u l  
p u n ish in g  h e r  -  d o n ’t  f e e l  l ik e  i t  -  a f r a i d  house g u e s t m ight h e a r)  
Range N_
t i r e d  7 28
. t i r e d ,  angry  and s ic k  17 6 8
d o n ’t  f e e l  l ik e  i t  1 4
When you a re  i n t e r e s t e d  in  se x , i s  i t  b ecau se  you a re  (check a l l  
• th a t  ap p ly ) in  love  -  a ro u sed  -  w an ting  a f f e c t i o n  -  bo red  - need ing  
to  r e la x  -  w an ting  to  - f e e l in g  g u i l t y  -  w an ting  to  ge t i t  o v e r  w ith  
; th in k in g  i t ’s 'T im e  - w an ting  a  fav o u r in  r e tu r n )
^  Range . .  N_
in  love 2  8
«
in  lo v e , a ro u se d  and w anting  to  20  80
~’in  lo v e , bo red  and need ing  to  r e la x  1 4
w anting  to  and w an tin g  a f f e c t io n  2 8  1
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'1 7 . Has y o u r p a r tn e r  e v e r  r e fu s e d  to  have sex? (yes -  no -  i f  y e s , why?) 
Range . N %
yes 21 • 84
^ no . 4 16
Why p a r tn e r  r e fu s e d  sex- N %
she was t i r e d  a n d /o r  s ic k  a n d /o r  angry  a n d /o r  w o rrie d  19 76
a f t e r  an argum ent 2 8
no resp o n se  4  16
*18. Under what c o n d it io n  do you f e e l  your p a r tn e r  h a s  a  r i g h t  to  r e fu s e
you sex?
Range \  - H i
when she i s  t i r e d  a n d /o r  s ic k  a n d /o r  angry  a n d /o r-  19 76
w o rrie d
when she d o e s n 't  f e e l  l ik e  i t  2  8
u n d er any c o n d it io n  2  8
no resp o n se  * 2 8
19. How o f te n  does you r p a r tn e r  seem u n w il l in g  to  have sex  o r  e x p re s se s  
l i t t l e  o r  no i n t e r e s t ?  . (a^N^ays -  sometimes^ -  now and th e n  - no t 
o f te n  -  nev er)
Range N %_
alw ays 2 8
som etim es 10 40
now and th e n  4 16
n o t o f te n  9 36
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20. How do you f e e l  abou t t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  (when she i s  u n w il lin g  o r
e x p re s s e s  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  to  have sex] angry  -  d e p re s se d  -  w o rrie d  - 
f r u s t r a t e d  -  s u s p ic io u s  o f  a n o th e r  man -  o th e r ]
Range N_ V-
ang ry  9 36
f r u s t r a t e d  13 52
ang ry  and f r u s t r a t e d  * 2  8 ' - ' ,
s u s p ic io u s  o f  a n o th e r  man 1 4 .
21.. Under what c o n d it io n  does t h i s  n e g a tiv e  re sp o n se  o c cu r?  (when she 
i s  u n w il l in g  o r  e x p re s s e s  l i t t l e  o r  no i n t e r e s t  to  have sex]
Range N_ %_
when she i s  t i r e d  a n d /o r  s ic k  a n d /o r  w o rrie d  a n d /o r  angry  16 64
a f t e r  an argum ent t  6  24
when I go ou t d r in k in g  w ith  th e  guys • 3* 12.
*22. Has y ou r p a r tn e r  e v e r  p ro ceed ed  to  have sex  when you r e a l l y  d id  n o t 
want to ?  (alw ays -  som etim es - now an d  th e n  -  no t o f te n  -  never] 
Range Ji
som etim es 6  24
.’ n o t o f te n  3 1 >
n e v e r 16 64
*23. Under what c o n d it io n  d id  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  occu r?  ( a f t e r  an argum ent - 
a f t e r  consuming a lc o h o l -  o th e r )
^ S sRange N %_
a f t e r  she had been d r in k in g  9 36
' no resp o n se  16 64
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*24. Have you e v e r  p roceeded  to  have sex  w ith  h e r  when she r e a l l y  d id  no t 
want to ?  ( a l w a y s  _ som etim es - now and th e n  -  n o t o f te n  - n ev e r)
Range N o.0
alw ays 1 -4
som etim es ~> • ** S
now-and th e n 4 16
« n o t o f te n 13 ' 52
n e v e r
, •*»
5 20
*25. Did you use c o e rc io n ? (v e rb a l
Range ' N %
c o e rc io n 13 52
c o e rc io n  and t r i c k e r y 1 4
v e rb a l  t h r e a t s  and p h y s ic a l  fo rc e 1 4
no re sp o n se ' 10 40
Under what c o n d it io n s  d id  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  occu r?  
a f t e r  consum ing a lc o h o l -  o t l $ r )
( a f t e r  an  argum ent
Range N 0.0
when d e p riv e d  o f  sex  f o r  some tim e 7 2S
a f t e r  an argum ent 2 S
a f t e r  a d is c u s s io n  abou t h e r  u n w illin g n e s s 5 2 0
l
no resp o n se 11 44
*27. Jfow d id  you f e e l  abou t i t  a f te rw a rd s ?  ( s o r ry  - in  c o n tr o l  -  d id  n o t 
do wrong •* m ascu lin e  - a g g re s s iv e  - y o u r r i g h t  -  o th e r )
Range
i n  c o n tr o l  6  24
d id  n o t do wrong 10 40
s a t i s f i e d . 4 16
no re sp o n se  S' 20 '
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How d id  you f e e l  tow ards your p a r tn e r  a f te rw a rd s ?  ( i t  w a s 'f te r  d u ty  ■
she d eserv ed  i t  -  she asked  f o r  i t  - o th e r )
Range N_
she wanted i t  13 • 52
i t  was h e r  d u ty  5 20
*
a p p re c ia t iv e  2 S
no resp o n se  • 5 *  20 - ■
Do you b e l ie v e  " fo rc e d  sex "  i s  " se x u a l a s s a u l t ? "  (yes -  no)
Range %_
y es 14 56
no 10 40
no resp o n se  1 4
Do you b e l ie v e  " fo rc e d  sex "  o r  " se x u a l a s s a u l t ” e x i s t s  in  m arria g e ?  




Sexual a s s a u l t  e x p la n a tio n s  1.
y e s , fo rc e d  sex  e x i s t s  w henever an in d iv id u a l  i s  fo rc e d  4 16
to  have sex  a g a in s t  h i s / h e r  w i l l
y e s , i t  h as  been  e x p e rie n c e d  in  t h i s  m arria g e  1 4
y e s , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  I ’ve r e a d , fo rc e d  sex  2 8
e x i s t s  in  m arria g e
y e s ,  a s  a  p o l ic e  o f f i c e r  I have been  exposed  to  dom estic  2 8
c a se s  in  w hich w ives have accused  husbands o f  se x u a l
a s s a u l t
y e s , b u t o n ly  in  m a rr ia g e s  where th e  w ife  i s  b a t te r e d  9 56
no, b e in g  m a rrie d  g u a ra n te e s  se x u a l i n t e r a c t i o n  7 28
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>31. Compared w ith  most p eo p le  you know, how f r e q u e n t ly  do you b e l ie v e
%
fo rc e d  sex  o c c u rs?  (alw ays -  som etim es -  now and th e n  -  no t o f te n  -
n e v e r) '
. Range N 0.*o
alw ays 1 4
som etim es. 4 ■ 16
—
now and th e n 7 28
n o t o f te n 9 56
/
_never 5 12
no resp o n se 1 4
80%.
>32. L e t 's  say you know a  co u p le  and th e  w ife  i s  p r e s s in g  ch a rag es  a g a in s t  
h e r  husband on th e  grounds o f  s e x u a l a s s a u l t .  What would be your 
r e a c t io n  i f  you were t h a t  husband?
Range ' M %
I would b e  a n g ry , u p s e t  and f e e l  m isu n d e rs to o d . ' I would IS 72
a ls o  deny th e  c h a rg e s , e s p e c ia l ly  i f  I d id  n o t b e a t  h e r  
and I would be concerned  about lo s in g  my jo b
I f  I f e l t  I d e se rv e d  i t ,  I would a c ce p t i t ,  b u t  I would 6  24
worry t h a t  my c h i ld r e n  would no lo n g e r  r e s p e c t  o r  lo v ^ m e
no resp o n se  1 * 4
In  what c o n te x t have you had d is c u s s io n s  o f  fo rced  sex? ( f r ie n d s  -
r e l a t i v e  - p a re n ts  - o th e r )
Range 
f r ie n d s  
p a r tn e r  
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*54. What a d v ic e  would you g ive  in d iv id u a ls  abou t fo rc e d  sex?
a) a s  a  p re v e n tio n
P re v e n tio n  range N; %
communicate w ith  y o u r p a r tn e r 15 60
seek more sex  e d u c a tio n 1 4
know who you a re  s le e p in g  w ith ^ 4 16
m a s tu rb a tio n  1 1 4
no p r e v e n t io n , because  fo rc e d  sex  does n o t e x i s t  in 1 4
m arriag e
no re sp o n se 5 12
b) w h ile  b e in g  a s s a u l te d
W hile b e in g  a s s a u l te d  range N %
f ig h t  back i f  you can 12 4S
ta k e  th e  abuse 5 2 0
t r y  to  communicate 5 2 0  '
no resp o n se 3 I .2
c) a f t e r
A f te r  b e in g  a s s a u l te d  range N 0,Q
seek  p r o f e s s io n a l  h e lp 20 SO
s e p a ra te  and th e n  g e t a d iv o rc e 5 1 2 .
no resp o n se 2 S
How would you make y ou r r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e t t e r  i f  you were t o  s t a r t
o v e r a g a in ?  •
Range *
/ N %
t r y  to  communicate more w ith  my p a r tn e r 10 40
seek  more sex  e d u c a tio n  a s  a  coup le 2 8
would no t change a th in g 9 36
t r y  to  be more em p a th e tic  tow ards h e r 4 16
f
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Do you h a v e .a n y th in g  to  add t o  t h i s  d i s tu s s io n  th a t  may be h e lp f u l
to  t h i s  r e s e a rc h ?  -
Range ' H 1
• »
more in d e p th  q u e s tio n s  on fo rced  se x  3 12
male sh o u ld  in te rv ie w  th e  male 1 4
m ail q u e s t io n n a ir e  3 12
no re sp o n se   ̂ 18 . 72.
I f  th e r e  was a  need  to  conduct a n o th e r  s tu d y  to  f u r th e r  t h i s  r e s e a rc h
( l e t ' s  say  in  a y e a r  o r  so) would you be w i l l in g  to  p a r t i c i p a t e ?
yes - no -  ex p la in )- '
Range . H i
ves •20 SO* *
no - - '  5 20
A
E x p la n a tio n s  N %
s e l f - i n t e r e s t  12 48
to  h e lp  o th e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  my c h i ld r e n  '  8  32^
my o p in io n  w i l l  n o t change ' 5 20
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METHODOLOGICAL PROBLEMS
T hree a re a s  in v o lv in g  th e  r e s e a rc h  ten d e d  to  c r e a te  u n fo re se e n  
p rob lem s. These a re a s  w ere:
( 1 ) p ro c u r in g  v o lu n te e r s ;
(2 ) th e  in te rv ie w  s e t t i n g  i t s e l f ;  and
(3) d i f f i c u l t i e s  en co u n te red  in  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  on th e  
i s s u e  o f* fo rc e d  s e x u a l i ty .
(1) P ro c u rin g  v o lu n te e r s
Once th e  f i r s t  a d v e r tis e m e n t was p u b lis h e d  u n d e r th e  p e rs o n a l column 
s e c t io n  in  The W indsor S ta r  ( r e f e r  to  Appendix F ) , t h i s  r e s e a rc h e r  
ex p e rien ced  p rank  c a l l s ;  f o r  exam ple, heavy b r e a th e r s ,  c o u p le s  se e k in g  
se x u a l th e ra p y , m ales lo o k in g  f o r  s e x u a l i n t e r a c t io n , '  and co u p le s  se e k in g  
in d iv id u a ls  to  com plete  a  menage a t r o i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
In  an a tte m p t to  overcome th e  p ran k  c a l l s  b e in g  e x p e rie n c e d , 
p r o fe s s io n a l  a s s i s ta n c e  was sough t to  c o n s tr u c t  a more c r e d ib le  
a d v e r tis e m e n t. The a d v e r tis e m e n t th e n  was more e x p l i c i t  in  c o n te n t  and 
d e s ig n ed  to  a t t r a c t  c o u p le s  c u r r e n t ly  in v o lv e d  in  in t im a te  h e te ro s e x u a l  
r e l a t i o n s h ip s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  two b lo ck  ads  were run  in  The W indsor S ta r ,  
one week a p a r t  ( r e f e r  to  Appendix F ) , and one b lo ck  ad in  th e  Lance 
(U n iv e rs ity  o f  W indsor new spaper) ( r e f e r  to  Appendix G ). The outcom e, 
oncfe a g a in  s im i la r  p rank  c a l l s  were th e  norm, which p e rs e rv e re d  f o r  a 
p e r io d  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  f iv e  to  s ix  w eeks.
As an a l t e r n a t i v e  way o f  g e t t in g  c o u p le s , two s o c ia l  s e rv ic e  
a g e n c ie s  were c o n ta c te d  f o r  a s s i s ta n c e  in  a c q u ir in g  c o u p le s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in  t h i s  s tu d y : The W indsor C a th o lic  Fam ily  S e rv ic e  Bureau and th e  W indsor
Fam ily S e rv ic e  B ureau . A lso c o n ta c te d  was an in d ep en d en t m arria g e  
c o u n s e l l in g  agency . The p ro ced u re  e n ta i l e d :  (a) making th e  i n i t i a l
c o n ta c t ,  and (b) fo rw ard in g  a c-opy o f  th e  c o v e r in g  l e t t e r - a n d  t h e s i s
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p ro p o s a l .  ( In  two c a se s  th e  W indsor C a th o lic  S e rv ic e  Bureau and th e  
p r iv a t e  m arriag e  c o u n s e l l in g  agency were g iven  c o p ie s  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e s . )
In  a l l  t h r e e  c a se s  th e  in d iv id u a ls  in  ch a rg e  a g re e d  to  c o n s u lt  t h e i r
* •
■v
- board  members t o  d e te rm in e  what a s s i s ta n c e  co u ld  be g ra n te d  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r .  
A pprox im ately  one week l a t e r  th e  a g e n c ie s  were a p o lo g e t ic ,  bu t a s s i s ta n c e  
was d e n ie d .
A fo u r th  so u rce  was th e n  c o n ta c te d , th e  John XXIII C e n tre . T h is
p a r t i c u l a r  c e n tr e  o f f e r s  m arria g e  p r e p a r a t io n  c o u rs e s .  Once a g a in  th e
re sp o n se  was n e g a t iv e .
One form o f  m edia co v erag e  which d id  p ro v e  f r u i t f u l ,  how ever, was an
a r t i c l e  p u b lis h e d  in  The W indsor S ta r  ( r e f e r  to  Appendix H), which stemmed 
/  ‘
from  a p e rs o n a l in te r v ie w  by a  S ta r  r e p o r t e r  w ith  th e  r e s e a rc h e r
c o n c e rn in g  t h i s  s tu d y . The p u b lish e d  a r t i c l e  s e rv e d  th e  pu rpose  o f
/ , p ro m o tin g - th e  r e s e a rc h ,  th e re b y  in c r e a s in g  th e  le v e l  o f  c r e d i b i l i t y  and
c o n tin u in g  th e  ongoing s e a rc h  f o r  v o lu n te e r s .
/  D e sp ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  a r t i c l e  was p u b lis h e d  fo u r  days p r io r  to
th e  C hristm as h o l id a y s ,  th e  end r e s u l t  was th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  th e
p roposed  25 c o u p le s  d e s i r e d .  A lso , th e  p u b lis h e d  a r t i c l e  in  The W indsor
S ta r  h.ad a snow ball e f f e c t .  T h a t ' i s ,  o f f - p r i n t s  were p u b lish e d  in
' (
v a r io u s  c e n t r a l  O n ta rio  new spapers (T oron to  S ta r ,  London F ree  P re s s , and 
th e  Ham ilton S p e c ta to r ) ,  f u r t h e r  prom oting  th e  r e s e a rc h  and se a rc h  fo r  
v o lu n te e r s .  One re sp o n se  from an o f f - p r i n t  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  T oron to  S ta r  
was a l e t t e r  w hich was fo rw arded  to  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  W indsor, S oc io logy  
D epartm ent. The l e t t e r  was from an anonymous in d iv id u a l  who argued  th e  
se x u a l su b ju g a tio n  o f  women was p r im a r i ly  due to  b i b l i c a l  id e o lo g ie s .
A nother resp o n se  was from a  gentlem an s u g g e s tin g  a  p a r a l l e l  s tu d y  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  e x p lo r in g :  "men who s u f f e r  in  s i l e n c e  w h ile  t h e i r  mate
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w ith h o ld s  se x u a l fa v o u rs  f o r  one re a so n  o r  a n o th e r .”
(2) The in te rv ie w  s e t t i n g ‘i t s e l f
Two problem s which o c c u rre d  d u r in g  th e  s t r u c tu r e d  in te rv ie w s  w e re -
th e  space  betw een th e  in te rv ie w e e  and th e  spouse was d i s t a n t l y  d e v ia n t—
a p p ro x im ate ly  one f o o t ,  th e re b y  making i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  one p a r tn e r  not
to  o v e rh e a r . th e  o th e r  p a r t n e r 's  re s p o n s e s .
<»
Second ly , .a lth o u g h  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  in te rv ie w s  to o k  p l a c e . i n  th e  
re s p o n d e n ts ' k i tc h e n s  o r  d in in g  rooms, in  one p a r t i c u l a r  in s ta n c e  th e  
in te rv ie w  took  p la c e  in  th e  c o u p le 's  bedroom, c o n seq u e n tly  making i t  
u n co m fo rtab le  fo r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r .
(5) D i f f i c u l t i e s  on th e  i s s u e  o f  fo rc e d  s e x u a l i ty
Added d i f f i c u l t i e s  were e x p e rie n c e d  w ith  th e  q u e s tio n  on fo rc e d  sex  
In  f iv e  c a se s  e i t h e r  th e  male o r  fem ale d id  n o t respond  to  t h i s  q u e s tio n  
th e  re a so n  a p p a re n tly  b e in g  a s te r e o ty p ic  image on what th e y  p e rc e iv e d  
fo rc e d  se x  to  be, a s  th ey  a s s o c ia te d  fo rc e d  sex  w ith  p h y s ic a l  v io le n c e .  
C on seq u en tly , s in c e  th e y  d id  n o t see  t h e i r  own se x u a l r e l a t i o n s h ip  as 
v io le n t ,  th e y  saw no reaso n  to  answ er th e  q u e s tio n .












m  «  s t u d y  ©* m n r l t o i  »*• 
S « f» C tto n  F o c u s  w t l t  t x  o n  
in  * ax -r© l* s  a n d  i n t i ­
m a c y .  R n o o n d f n H  w it!  
« 4 v « ft r a t u f t i  b « f o r «  O ufcltca- 
(t©A A n o n y m i t y « u v ^ .  C*KLynAMOTur»?SA-i(04
THEiSATURPAYWlNDSOR STAR, NOVEMBER 24,1984
WANTED:
f 9r.my »ock>togy.|(h!!»lsJ.am treking, 
cboptes' jnffx>‘ Sra. wflllijj .to anony- 
tnouafy answer fc xjoeaBonnalre on 
'marital InftiractkxS; ‘
Focua is on forbad sox in a rela­
tionship. Only marriad oouplas or 
coup)as living togathar naad rapiy.
Call Lynn 254-1036
THESATURDAYWINDSQRSTAR, DECEM BER 1/1984
Couples to participate m a  study of marital 
Jl^rrteroetion.'Focus will be on changes in sex 
roJto and intimacy. Responses will be kept 
/Onorymdgs. \Q riy toarrtad 1 couples or 
^codpiesfliin j lo u «Au fooed reply .  - , 
-t-V  tfcnto: «•*  715 ^
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Sw  le w *  November 22.1964L page 12.
WANTED
For my Sociology thesis, I am 
seeking couples who are willing to 
anonymously answer a  questionnaire 
on Marital Interaction; Focus is on 
FORCED SEX in a  relationship - 
married couples or couples living 
together, need only apply.
254-1036
e
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FRIDAY/DECEM BER 21,1984
I
Survey focuses on 
‘non-consenting’ sex
Vf Chris Vandtr Doclan
Star Staff Repo rt*r .
•rtynn Mazur knows they ax? out 
titerc — couples who have experi­
enced “non-consenting* sex during 
tfifclr relationship. The trouble Is 
convincing them to tell their story.
"The 29-year-okJ sociology student 
a t; the University of Windsor placed 
several ads In The Windsor Star re­
cently asking couples to come for­
ward to discuss what she says is a lit- 
Unstudied aspect of sex.
“SOdety pretends to be very open 
about sex,’ she said In an-lntervlew. 
Like others before her, Mazur is flnd- 
ttlg the opposite is true.
- For a master's topis in sociology 
Mazur is attempto®to jitudy toe af­
fects of “non-consentogsex* on rela- 
Qtmshlps, either marriage or com­
mon law.'
- “What is amazing, so far (In toe 
■study), this was toe first time these
people had discussed forced sex. It's 
done but not talked about People are 
afraid to discuss It* •
IT IS A SUBJECT she says has 
never been approached in Canada— 
“that sex in a relationship is a  privi­
lege, btk ifs often an abused privi­
lege.*
Mazur wants to study toe effects on 
a  relationship when one partner is 
forced, either physically or with guilt 
used.asa weapon, into asexual act 
The study “is not about rape. I'm 
not trying to condemn anyone. If s not 
my goal to make women look like toe 
victor.’ -
Three small ads produced dozens 
of calls, but only half a dozen suitable 
couples agreed to answer a detailed 
questionnaire — in person — for 
Mazur's thesis, th e  rest were gay 
couples, eager youngsters who knew 
nothing about the subject and "heavy 
breathers." .
At least 25 couples are needed for 
the study, said Mazur, who has been 
married two yean.
“IT DOSENT have to mean toe 
marriage is on toe verge of breaking 
up, or that the woman is abused. My1 
focus is on normal, everyday relation­
ships — average people.* Mazur 
promises ‘complete anonymity and 
privacy* for couples willing to partici­
pate in the study.
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